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This is probably the most useless part
of the magszine, The reason? Well, vhat
is the point of a contents page in 8
magazine vithout page nombers?

So, here are the contents, in the
order that they come.
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Things you ought to
know.

Qau (ormats compuler
0P

As the day of the Bristol All formsts
computer fair approached, I found
myself getting more end more excited st
the prospect of seeing lots of bargajns
for lmy PC, and meeting like minded
pecple.

Imagine my surprise when, on
at %he Brunel Centre after
hours on the

arrivmg
, almost

3 train, I was confronted b
a dingy venve, lxt'tlg bigger than mos
cttwré: halls half filled with about 38
stands.

Among these stends were huge bargains,
public domain software, hardware,
softwvare, leads, mice and just shout
everything else. Excited? You shouldn't
be. All of these were for either the
ST, Amiga or PC. There were no stands
devoted to 8 bits in general, let alone
CPCs in particular.

There were a few CPC related things on
offer. One stsll stocked a fairly
comprehensive range of out of date
budget gemes for our beloved machine.
Another was tring to sell broken 46ds
for £30. If you wanted to buy 8 CPC, &
rather dodgy looking bloke was willin
to sell you one for & vastly overprice
sum. 1 vas interested in & second 6128
and the man absolutely refused to
haggle. Ah well, his loss,

So, was the trip a total waste of time?
Well, yes, and no. I did pick vp 186
DSDD 3.5" coloured discs snd box for
under £40. Another purchaese was san
absolute bar?axn though, I stumbled
vpon 8 stall with & lot of PCU
software. A program called New Word
caught my eye. After reading a reviev
of this m Print-Out some months ago, I
vas intrigued, I bought said program
for e fiver, happy in the knowledge
that it retailed normelly for £26.50

On gettin%hNew Word home, I soon
discovered that it would work on my

after I had transferred the files to a
CPC format disc other than the one
it wvas supplied on, Thank gwo_d for
READPCH on Presto Disc 24. Without
this, my money would have been wasted.

Matt.



A few words from the Ed.

A bit of a change.

Regvlar readers will notice that the

‘{e of this month's Presto News is &
bit different. This is becavse this
month, Presto News is produced on
Powerpage v1.3, the excellent PD
desktop publisher. This will enable me
to squeeze even more info into your
favourite mag. (Well, almost
favourite.)

Respanse to Isswe 1.

The res onse to issue | has been very
favoursble, All wvho have read it have
been 1eased With the new changes, I
hope that you like it even more.

Competition Resvult.

Put simply, there is no resvlt, as
none of you have bothered to enter,
Come on, where's your competitive
spirit?

Just for you, I have decided to
repeat the competition. The full
details can be found later on in the
mag.

Queries.

No, not Jvllan Clsry, but queries
reg g ew things to do with the
Presto P hbrary.

First of sll, some of ¥0U vho have
recieved orders on 3.5" discs have
had a few problems. This is due to the
fact that your drives have all been
Siren ones. I use 8 Microstyle drive
vith MS800, However, this cavses a few
problems if an MS 900 fomat is used
vhen Romdos is plugged m, §
you have difficulties readmg 5
discs from Presto, just turn your
gomdos ROM off, or unplug your ROM
0X

If you have a recent model of Siren
drive, you will not have a side
switch, vhich means that yov vill not
be able to access side B of the discs,
If you do not have a side switch, I
can only svppl’y you thh PD taking up

2 selections @ formsets or |
for data formats per dlSC.

Mono modolator problems.
A number of you have written to me

asking vhy a number of the demos
aveilable from Presto sre in black and

The RGB va¥

vhite wvhen used with a TV modulator,

I don't knov the exact reason why this
happens, but it seems to happen when
there sre obﬂects on the screen that
move throuvgh the border. For some
unknown reason, the Modulator cannot
keeg up with this, so it just gives the
most accurate representatlon of what is
going on that it can. In the majority of
cases, this is dome by showmg the
entire ‘screen in veriovs chedes of ey,
This problem has csused me much heart
ache and disssppointment, as I am very
partial to the odd demo now and again
and this little glitch has a habit o
turning ua in some of the best of them
such as Merlyn III, Parts of the YAO
demo and 2 ovt of the 8 parts of Logon
System's THE DEMO,

There is however & solution st hand
vhich may save you trying to get a
colour monitor. However, 1t is s bit
tricky.

First of s8ll you will need a colouor TV
vith either an RGB input or a composite
video input,

of domg thxngs 15 the
easiest as all you have to do is to
a lead and connect the right pins on he
computer s RGB out socket to the ones on
the TV's BRGB in socket. This can easil
be done with the aid of the pin- ou
dxagrams in your manvals for comp
. Don't forget though that the LUM
n doen't have to be connected if yoour
doesn't have one.

Msaking up an RGB to composite video lead
is 8 b:t trickier, To get a colour
flctvre needs the s:gnal o be boosted.

have not tried doing it this way so
you vould be best advised to consu {
your local electronics eéper or ask 8
your nearest Tandy or Radio Shack shop.

Both of these methods will not only allow
gou to en.;o* the full pleasure of demos,

vt wil so0 improve your pictore
quslity dramaticslly.

Final Ward.

If you have any sua?estxons to do vith
the new format of the mag, or snything
else, please don't hesitate to contact me
and tell me what you think.

oy the Mag.
agt.



Public Domain News.

- The latest rumblings in the

Libraries close down.
News has been flooding into the

wonderful world of P.D.

Developments at Scull SL.
I have recently heard from

Pgesto office (err, bedroom) "
about a number of CPC PD libraries
that have closed down or are closing.
So far only two of these reports have
been confirmed, but we wil] bring you
the latest as soon ss possible,

One library on the definite list is
Data PD, who for some time have had
the dubilous_honour of being the most
expensive CPC library in the UK. Head
Data libraraian Tony Kingsmill has
moved on to nev pastures, while
cassette librarian David Nagle has
started his own disc only library,
Demo PD.

Another definite closure is Paolo
Cvuomo's Pisces PD, which was the first
library in the UK to offer PD on 3.5"
discs. Paolo has been fighting a
losing battle to balance his library
with his school work for some time
now, end it would seem that school has
won., (Grrr,) People wanting PD on 3.5"
discs should read on,

Penguin Software romours.

Rumours have been abounding
about Penguin Software for some

time now. It all started with a
report in Robot PD's catalogue

disc news section that Penguvin
Software was _about to close.
According to Richard Fairhurst, any
nev releases into the public domain by
David Carter, the originator of the
Amiga Graphics discs, will be made
through Robot PD.

Is Robot PD set to close?

Robot PD, the UK's largest and most
innovative library may be set to close
down due to Richard Fairhurst going to
vniversity in September, Richard fears
that he will not have time to do both,
and sas his education is more
important, it may result in Robot
either closing or running a vastly
reduced service,

If this does heppen, it will be a sad
day for the CPC PD scene as Robot hss
been responsible for writing and
importing some of the best PD around.
As far as I know, the only person to
be happy about seeing Robot go would
be Alan Scully.

=" Graeme Chesser, Scull SL's
librarian, He has told me lots of
interesting new developments at Scull

The first development is
the orening of the library
to all end sundra) not jost
subscribers to .t Domain

disc-zine. Subscribers will
be entitled to half price PD,

Graeme is currently awaiting permission
from Alan Scully to go shead with this
idea, but this shovldn't be a problem as
Alen is taking more of a back seat due
to the pressures of his work at wni,

Scull have also scrapped the lendin
system. This has now been replaced wi
a normal library system.

35" discs take off in FD land.

The 3.5" fomat for PD distribution is
really taking off. Another 3 libraries
have adopted the formet. The table
below shows the varying formats which

each library can supply PD on.
Presto | Scull | Deson | Tuck

Data (1) X X X X

Data @ X X

MS800 @ X

MS800 (4) X

Romdos _(4) X X X

The numbers in brackets show how man
normal sides of a 3" disc can be fitte
onto the 3.5" disc.

Both Tuck and Demon suffer from the
problem of not having 8 side switch,
vhich means that side B_can only be
accessed from Romdos. If you don't
have a side switch, then both Presto
and Scull cen supply you with PD just
on side A, using a _data format. Presto
can supply you with 2 normal sides on
side A vsing an MS829 format. All the
libraries except Presto can supply you
wvith PD on 8 4 sided Romdos formsat
vhich does not need a side switch, but
does need Romdos and Ramdos. Matt
att.



The Big Scene.

[The latest nevs from the world
Goodbye ACU, hello CPC Attack. \

Let's face it, it had to
heppen, After seven years of
being the most boring magszine in
existence, it has finslly folded. The
magazine however was one of the last
outf osts that stopped seriovus
sof ware from going n? down the
gan on the CPC. In its ong history
he mag never gave in to Amstrs d
Action's tendency to cater for the
lowest common denominator.

In ACUs place will come CPC Attack,

an altogether different magazme

vhich, from what has been seen of it,

ghves the impression of being more in
e direction of Amstrad Action.

The vahc Domain Column, which has

brought life to the CPC PD sceme will
be continved. owever many vill nov
be fearing for the Néure of serious
software coverage in the
magazines. It would seem tha
has now been finally dro
commercial world and lef to t e PD
scene to pick up the pieces.

Here st Presto, we wnsh CPC Attack

lossy
this
the

ever¥ success and we og hat the
awfu problem of distri vtxon that
had will be ironed ovut. (The

nearest stockist to me was 49 miles
sway.)

Sary Codemasters.

Well, at least can admit my
mistakes. Last month brought )‘hv
news of a game called

Crypts of Cheos whxch used fvll
advantage of the Plus machine's extrs
features, Since hen CodeMasters
have decided to ¢ ange the name to

2

outside the Public Domain scene.

down. If you are looking for
Mlcrostyle drive, vnth M
software. (in Pres to's opinion
these are the type.) you
vould be best edwsed to lgca't’. your drive
from GVL Microform, 191 Watling Street
Fuvlwood, Preston, PRE2 4AE.
Tel a‘nz 701248 ' Fax. 6772 703131,

GX4009 cartridges seen in Shifnal.

For sll of you desperately seeking some
cartridge software, fear not. The Trade
in Post (6952 462135) can offer
cartridge software covering most titles

at £14.99 for carts with no box or
mstructlons or £24.99 for ones with
everything, T ){gare also running a8
special deal for mixed unboxed carts
for only £100.00. The Trade in Post also
stock quite a varlety of other items of

hardware. In fact I even bought a

modulator (gold dust) from them a i‘ev
months ago.

AA to blow the lid on Femxines.

Look out_for the June edition of Amstrad
Action. It should be running 8 festure
on the CPC fanzines. Hopefully Presto
News will be included in this article, so
no longer will PN be the best kept
secret since Rush, You see, you've never
heard of them. That's because it is @&
vell kept secret.

Among the other fmzmes that should be
incuded are Print-out, A , Pl a%mates,
Artificial Intelhgence oms in
Trym%umy ardest not to be cynical
here, I the only person thinking
that the bulk of this article will be
devoted to the usual Scully-pluggin
fashion that we have come to expec
from AA?

Striker and the Cry;gts of Trogan,
Presumably this is to distance it
from the Switchblade games, which were
written by the same

Microstyle misery.

Microstyle
5" secon
hed a lot of
huge amount o have been
hevmg recently. any cos omers have
c lained of poor service and long

its for dehvere; To_help tackle the
roblem Mlcros yle have withdrawvn
eir ads from the last two issves of
AA and ACU to try snd slov things

suthars.

roducer of
have
lllng the

the largest
drwes or the
Prob ems m fx
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The SMALL ADs section.
Where YOU can place a free private advert.

FOR SALE: RAM MUSIC MACHINE, including midi leads and software. £25,.00

WANTED: 256k SILICON DISC, will pay £20.

WANTED: ROM BOX, will pay £5,

WANTED: PROTEXT and ROMDOS Roms, will pay £8. esch.

WANTED: BLANK 3" DISCS, will pay 70p each., (New or vused.)

WANTED: BLANK 3.5" DISCS, will pay 15p each, (New only.)

WANTED: 2 in | FILE TRANSFER SOFTWARE, will pay £8.

WANTED: MOUSE OR TRACKER BALL and INTERFACE, vill pay £15.

All enquiries to Presto, 1 Pembroke Close, The Mount, Par, Cornwall, PL24 2BT

WANTED: ROMBO VIDI DIGITISER. David Long, 47 Hilton Avenve, Hall Green,
Birmingham, B28 GPE.

Send your free pr:vate ad to -the suel Presto address .. Please. include your
; ' foll “sddress.

vorkia ' : Advenmsz‘ng Rates,

11 Beeehmwood Auetue. Classified: Free,
5t Glhans, Barts, 1/6 page: £1.00

1/2 page: £2.00
Over 40 selections of
greal Qustrad Public Full page: £4.00
Domain Sof

(ware. Back cover: £5.00
Gef a bite of Yorkie
cODAY?Y

Centre pages: £6.00
For all enquiries, Tel

Librarian: D.York. [EEERUZURIEILLN



I was extremely surprised st the
vality of the Presto catsloguve. In
act am ordering two sides for
instant review in AI! With so many new
libraries making no contribution to the
CPC scene by {ust copying other
libraries - exact THEM DO
IT. Them ones that ask for your
library end give nothing in retoran!) it
1s nice to see someone putting some
effort into s librar eep Up the
gglte literally PD-tas ic work, mete.
closed are two copies of Al, 1 hope
youU enJoy them. There is no reason
vhy the two magazines should
breekmg down into street brawling.

Smoke me a kipper, I'll be back for
breakfast.

Tim Blackbond. Ed. Artificial
Intelligence Fanzme

Matt: Thanks for the praise Tim, I am
glad that ve can be friendly nvafs. It
vould be childish to have a feud.
Are you listeming AS snd R.F'i}l;gn't
wvorry sbout me givin i

to same wastrel, all a\e h{ra'x
Isvmvlthqu:vx me on 8 ane ftr
one basis. This is quite han as I am
one of the larger li those 1
svap vxth. so I can call the shots
even mare. revieving Presto
discs in Artlhcla Intelhgenoe, feel
free to reviev the ones yovu've
ordered. I will also send you some
other stoff for reviev that yovu

ly haven't seen befare.

Please find enclosed cheque for six
vid for a six month subscription to
resto News. It is very good,
ébemallg the layovt of the pxctvres

ext around it. Was the piccie
of‘ the GX4900 taken on your kitchen
floor or something?

Graeme Chesser (Scull SL)

Thanks for the snbscnptxon and the
praise Graeme. picc the GX
vasn't taken on the f oor in the
kitchen. I did wvant to do this but
those carrier bags that a!vags
congregate aroond the rubbish bin
because you can't be bothered to take
the rubbish out kept getting in the
vay.

Letters Page.

Mwwwbdmoogbed\nredmdwms

I have Jjust ardered your Presta PD
disc 26 (adventores 2). It is very
good, but there is one file on the dxsc
whxch doesn't seem to do an 9
file is called PART2 BAS It oesn t se
to do anything except make the disc
drive not work. I hope this isn't some
sort of virvs.

James, Essex.

Don't vcrry James zou can rest easily
PARTZ2 BAS is JUS‘ he llttle Program
that lets me use 49 tracks of
my 84 track 3.5" dxscs that all the PD
is stored m. Usually, I try not to

it onto pecam arders occasiona ly
ane slips uch. There is absolutely

no va&,é.hat you can get a virvs on
¥ They are really confined to
he 16/32 blt machines. Have a8 og

("

leugh, and be glad that you've s
?.e t's face it, you know
xt n&e sense.

Thanks for the copy of Presto News, it
1s very good content wise. However 1
think you covld make a few improvements
to the layout.

Why don't you produce the fanzine on &
Mac or a PC using a laser printer. This
will give the whole thing sn air of
professionalism. If you don't have
access to a laser printer, I would be
g}?d to help, ss ve have one in our
office.

Geof{ Tate.
Middlesex.

esti mns Geo!‘ f,

that PN looks rough faczw I'll u-:l
you into a secret. Pres o News is
jced entirely on an 85486 SoMhz PC
running Wordperfect v5.1, Carel Drav
v2$g and s Pagemaker, all wnder
mdows I have tveaked each progrem
mdwldvall to mske the ocutput seem as
though it has come from s and a
cheap 9 pin instead of the Canon 168
sheets per minute laser printer that I
have in my

Thanks for the svg
auch it is a bit ch

Seriously
that it 15
usin

thoz:gh the vhole point is
ced entirely on s
oftvare I hope the new
gams yaur wprwal ough.



MERLE’S DIMO PAacT.

Ignare the obvious.

When I was asked to do thxs
coluomn on multi-part demos, s few
obvious ones came to mind, 'l‘hese _
vere THE DEMO, The :
Yao Demo and The
Terrific =
Demo. So, on this 'pa
von't review any o ese,
but instesd

introduce you to a number
of multi-part demos you ma
not have heard of before.

‘.

very sxmple,. and it does rel
v} Andromeda’s Vorsg}gnn 8 I tle
heavily, Overall

)
=% By K
Ongmally from Demo PD.

This demo is a bit of a
disappointment. Most parts
of 1t are simple Mode &
screens vith scrollies, The

Bitmap Vandals. p saving graces sre the the
HI‘ I'm Merle end music, vhich can be quite
By LDC and OBI I'm here to write t good, and the rock bend
Originally from Demon PD. nev demo column m, animation,
Presto News. ‘This is
This demo takes up the JELLUAIRICIBUIIWNELE This part features
vhole side of the disc I PELREURITCEMETIN rendition of Surhn'USA
recieved it on. It gives 8 BREAKIALEIEN complete with flashin
professxonal 1m€ressxon PRI SOV 1ights, nodding heads an
r:gh from the start with Baiettiid CICEGOLE Licking drums. This slone is
its messaﬂe vhen s CAT BIITREIEILIAITI NI responsible for the demos
the disc. he demo, and the mmm g BCGShl overall scare of 49%

\{ov vill see that it is b
ar the best demo that L
has ever done. This maer be
due to help by the other

itmap Vandals, in
partlcular the main
accomplice, 0BI.

fare
USInEsSS,

The demo kicks off with an excellent
tune, accompanied by 2 rasters which
gg in opposite directions. On pressing
, You go into the next part, This,
at first is 8 screen accompsnied by
music whlch The has hacked from
Robocop 2. Don't worry, this demo is
perfectly legal as the coders have
obtained permission from Ocesn to use
the tune. On pressing SPACE again the
music stops and 8 set of rasters and 8
scroll created using Vorspann appear.
This is stendsrd are for Vorspsnn
demos , Pressmg the bar once agsin we
are pree ed by 8 remixed version of
Weee's music from the Merlyn III demo.
I.Uhlle this is playing a pxctvre of a
Lotus Espnt vinks its headlights at
you. After this there is another simple
animation with the Weee music.

On pressing space once agajin we sre
greeted vith the main greetings, This
1s done psing Vorspann once again,
After this comes snother greefings
scrolly, this time with some very good
music. Finally there is one more
Vorspann demo and then the credits.

Overall this demo does have it's
moments, but some of the sections are

bet er in this

job, Anyway,

ve look at a
of multi-part.

hope
Twinblast Demo.

By Asterix and Elmsoft.
Originally from Scull SL.

By far the most
professional demo reviewed here. This
one has got it sll. Options for English
or German, colour or green screen
start the demo vhich proceeds to kick
in with an amazing multicolour raster
dxsilay. Folloving this is a bxg scrolly
bouncy stick-men., O % essing
CE we are treated to the est bit,
Thxs section features split rasters,
Psevdo rasters, brilliant music and an
overscan screen and scrolly that
doesn't make 8 modulator go mono.

.down to
is month
umber:
emos.

This part has a few surprises, Firstly
yovu can alter the rasters in the
sCro ly, you can 8slso change the
scrolly's he:ght. The next surprise is
the greets. Instead of sitting through
all of them, they are selected with o
separate demo which sllocates each
greet & different key, Each greet is
accompanied by excellent music.

This demo is a must for sll demo
collectors. It really must be commended
for the last pert which overcomes the
annoymg mono modulator prablems. This
was probs because the writer Asterix
Uses an MP himself. A claessic in our
time? Well, not exactly, but definitely
enough ‘to warrant 85Y% ezl
erle,



SURAIGHT FROW THE [ORSE'S HAUL.

Our regular opportunity to let other PD librarians have their say.

Befare we start,

Aha I hear you all cry,

a new column in Presto
News, and one that I
plan to make a )
regular festure of, I
first thought of it after I
had read throuvgh the first
issue of Presto Nevs, snd I
thought, "well, sll well and
ood, bvt isn't it tad biased?

just 8

es, ‘p e%r to ednut that all
the plu s or Presto PD in issve 1 did
have algl the subtlety of a melon, so

for issue 2 I decided to get s 'fev
other PD librarisns on side and get
them to plug their libraries as well. So
here goes.

SCULL SL.
Librarian: Graeme Chesser.

The aims of Scull SL (Softwere L:brarz
are simple - to provide CPC users wl h
quality public dmem softvare W

making a8 profit and to help support
the Amstrad CPC and keep it slive for
many years to come.

As many commercial companies decide to
give up the ghost with the CPC market,
many users of this great machine also
give up and go out and buy the latest
consple with gsmes at half the price
of the machine itself. This is where
Scull SL comes in. We want to stop
people from vestmg their money on
inferior machines asnd to keep the
existing Amstrad fans from making the
demise even quicker

I first started out in the PD sceme
rynning a small librery called 3DPD, I
did this because I enjoy osmg my CPC
end I on it non stop, so I thoucht
"vhat the hell, let's give this PD lerk
a try." Some time in februvary I
recieved a phonecall from Alan Scull
Editor of Amstrad Action. Oops er
in - Ed.) He said that he was very
busy in umversxty and he needed
someone to run Scull SL for him. I
pondered over this ides for 8 few
mlcrosecon S and mednately blorted

bi thet's how I came
o drop ?iDPD end take over Scull.

At the moment Scull is only open to CPC
Domain suvbscribers, but I find this
very unfsir, after ellt not everyone
can afford a subscription and so are

left oot in the cold. At the moment I
plan to get Alan Scully's permission to

open up the librery
to everyone once
again. Hovever, for the
moment, things will have to stay
as they sare.

If you want some more information
-, about Scull Just send me 8
Stanged self adéressed enve lope st
he adoress belov and I will be most
happy to help you.

Presto’s opinion.

There was a txme not so longhago, in
the world of C e vord
SCULL was consndered to be a8 swear
vord. This mainly was due to the fact
that Alen Scully seemed to be doing en
avful lot; gettmg reﬁorts in AA nearly
ever{ mon lavnching CPC Domsin,
starting his ovn non PD {‘tvare
bvsmess etc. All this led many pe
to believe that Alen was raking mof e
money, at everyone elses e
tends to go agamst the fabled "Tme
s irit of P Lookmg at this more
Jectlvel% fherhepg much of the
animosity between o fxgores and
Scull vas simply a case of Jealousy.
After all, Scull SL is one of the
largest (11 double sided collections. 5
libraries in the UK snd other libreries
do not like to be outdone.

Nov that Graeme Chesser has taken over
from Alen, most libraries have dropped
their gnevances and gwen Scull
another chance. The PD ug %tpublxc
have alvays known thaet Scull have
alvays been & good llbrar{ to deal
with, and have @& verled se ection of

PD. The aver 32 buyer in the
stree hes never had sny cavse for a
beef vith Scull, so vhy shovld all the
other libraries? Who knows? All I can
say 1s thet you have heard it from the
horse's mouth, and it sounds pretty
good doesn't it.

Reccosmended arders.

ART 5 - The best piccies ever.

GAM | - Croco, Drehdriss end mare.
GAM 6 - Give Us 8 break, music break.
ADV 3 - Eve of Shedows, Lost Phirious.

It is hard to choose 4 from 161, so
rop Graene a line for all the fyull

tails., He s 8 really nice chap angd I
vish him the best on opening up the
library to all and sundry.

ensel

qualit

ml



Consoles &

Cartridges.

The latest from the Plos and GX4M scene and moch more,

Games to avoid.

Despite the amazing quality of & select
few cartridge games, there have been
quite a number of duffers, Many of
these have been converted from
original CPC versions with few
enhancements to make vse of the
awesome power of the ASIC chip. In this
issve, we will sort out the games that
are best left alone.

Tin Tin on the Moon has to be one of
the worst games available on cartridge.
It looks end d:lays exactly the same as
the original CPC version. fact it is,
and that was rubbish too.

Dick Tracey, surprisingly isn't a
conversion job, it looks very pretty
bot is just a little bit awful in the
gameplay stakes, The sprites are slow
and jerky, a little like the plot of the
original film.

Barbarisn 2 was slready availsble on
bud?gt cassette when this, an exact
replica was released, It's a fairl
good hack and slash type game, but i
you vant it, get it on tape for £3.99
and save yourself £2109.

Batman the Movie also suffers from the
‘lets make lots of money b

re-releasing a budget game on cart an

see which suckers buy it' syndrome,
This also is_a very good game, but
there is nothing to stop you buying it
on budget tape,

I sinperel{ hope that you avoid the
cartridge formats of these games like
ﬁm vovld a dose of bubonic plague,

ere are other rip off jobs currently
available on cartridge. My advice is to
check the screen shots on the reverse
of the box, and if they look like the
gl%z't have any extra features, DON'

.

Another Presto firstill

Presto PD and Presto News is
be the first to tell you about an
exciting new prospect for all cartridge
vsers, Yes, In the spirit of offerénpg

IDGE

roud to

the vitimate service for all your
needs, Presto_is launching a CARTR
SNAPI‘ING LIBRARY. This will allow
cartridge vsers to exc_han?e their
cartridges for a limited time for other

cartridges.
The whole thing works like this...

First% you send your cartridge to the
vsval Presto address along with cash,
cheque or postal order for £1.59 to
cover administration fees. With this,
you should provide a list of your
requests for the cart / carts that you
want to borrow. You shovuld put 4
r_ec{vests as some cartridges may be a
little hard to find, or maybe just too
popular, The term which you lend your
cart for is approximately a month.

Once youv have sent your cart, you
should then recieve one of the carts
that you requested. Yov are expected to
keep this cartridge for a month also,
after which, you return it to Presto,

1 carts are cleared throuvgh Presto
and no carts will be returned to their
ovner vnless they have returned all
borrowed carts first., If you do not
retuvrn the cart we will get very
annoyed, you will be blacklisted from
Presto and other PD libraries, and yovu
won't get your original cart back. The
original owner is also entitled to take
tl)eg]?l action to get his / her cart
ack,

Hopefvlly there are no such
vnscrupulous people about and_ the
cartridge library will help all those
people dying to get their hands on
cartridge software, but have been let
down by the high street shops.

To be of further assistance to
cartridge owners, snyone trying to sell
carts can have a F advert in these
pages, the only monthlE column
de 1pa€ed to the Amstrad Cartridge
machines.,

Anyone wanting further information
gbout the cartridge swapping library or
the free ad service should write to the
usual address with an SAE and they will
be given further details.

Beware Maverick Joystick owners.

Don't be tempted to plug the 2 leads of
ZOW Maverick into your CPC and GX at
he same time., I did while both were
switched on., Once I flicked the switch
the GX blew up completel% and. the C

had to have nearly £76 worth of
repairs done. Matt,



BLIPoooaBhlPonaa@BbLilPacaa

S0, YOU'VE JUST GOT INTO DTP, you've
got. & copy of Powerpage from Robot PD
and you've created your first DTP'
page. Let's face it, it is pretty dull
isn't it? That is becavse youv haven't
got any pictuores,

What you need is some cl,i}:-art, but
vhere do you get it from? Well, tovu
covld get it from MJC or SD
Microsystems and pay over s temner for
a8 couple of discs of it, or youv could
contact your friendly PD library. PD

-"“

libraries with a good selection of clips
are Demon, Presto, Robot and Scull. The
quality of this stuff is all as good as
ou would get commercially, Much of it
as been imported from Europe, or
converted from digitised screens.

I would guess that there are about

pieces of chﬁiart currently doing
the rounds in the PD libraries, It is
something you can't have enovgh of, so
get ordering some nov.

wcut oot

2 free selections of
clir-art from Presto

Use this voucher and
save 507




ARDICT I1ON TO PO
SOFTWARE: TNE
NORRIFY ING TROTH.

s the CPC Public Domain scene esxpands,

so does the risk from one of

the greatest threats to the minds of the nation’s youth.
Once again seeking out the enclusives, Presto News brings you the full
nightmare story of these poor thousands of tortured souls.

PD sells, bot vho's buying?

The majority of victims of this cruel
addiction are likely to be male,

between the ages
of 12 and 26. PD
addiction is
particularly
prevelant in young
people as the
adolescent brain
provides a much
more comfortable
nestln% place for
its evi

The vunfortonste
addict is at first
uvnaevare of vhat is
heppﬁnxng to/blm

S/h
thinks that s/he
has found 8 brend
nev hobby to
stock into. lit le

they know that
their psycﬁe is
being eaten avay
by en insetiable
lust for new PD
software.

PD kills, so vho's
dying.

gnce ttlie addiction
as taken 8 grip
the victim is left
8 quivering wreck
a_mere shadow o
his or her !‘omex‘
self, who's
emotions hmge on
vhether or not
strenge brown
acks es armve
hrou he door.
Even ually. the
victim's speech
vill become
incoherent to all
0 -ers, As the
mind deteriorates
so does the bady,

green glow of

o a
Spot the symptoms.

l. Intense excitement when post is
delivered.

2. Nervousness and agitation if kept
away from their CPC for long
periods of time.

3. Uiolent mood swings,
when the mords
Software’ are uttered.

especially
‘Commercial

4. Depression when no post is
delivered to them.

5. Screams of eucitement from
behind bedroom doers when
packages are delivered.

6. Letters start arriving in Jiffy
bags.

as the victim sr;ehnd ég&nvch time in the
e

comes to suffer from radiastion sxckness

as well as malnutrltlon The e

monitor, s/he

retract into {
hesd, the skln
becomes psle and
eventuslly grey.
Death is @ slov
process,

Is there a cure?

So_far, doctors
in Britain Japan
and the US A have
been working non
stop to help save
the lwes of PD
software's many
victims. So far,
none of the
attempts heve been
successful

Being a mental
addiction, rather
than a physxcal
one, the victim
myst first want to
give up. This is
vhere the roblem
lies. is so
good that the
victim doesn't want
to give it up, s/he
is oblivious fo the
affects that the
stuff is hevmg on
his/her bo
Many erents have
found thast their
vnfortunate
offspring have
responded to
POsitive
encouragement, If
an interest is
expressed in vhat
the child is_doing,
meals and vitamins
can be slipped in.
Matt.



THE BEST RPDL 06

TOLM .

e take a look at the best PD progs in a particular field. This month
the best graphical programs are singled out.

Another broken promise.

In the last issve's THE BEST PD IN TOUN'
feasture I promised you that this week
ve would round up the best serious
software. I was soon to find out that
this was foolish, After all, vhere do
you start? Also, when I listed the best
programs, most of them were grsphical
so this month we have a somewvha
artistic feel to the colomn.

Powerpage v1.3
Originslly from Robot PD.

Not only is this the best agcaphicgl
program, it is also the best public
domain program full stop. It covld
easily pass for an expensive
commercial package, yét svthar Richard
Fairhurst has most kindly donated it to
the public domain rather than meke his
millions with it.

If you have been on Mars for a while,
ou won't already know that it is a
esktop publishing program, nay, svite

of programs which manages to see off

all the competition incluvding PM Deluxe,

Advanced DTP, Edition | and PM+. The

program's strength lies in it's high

degree of compatability with other
frograns, both in the public domain end
he commercial vorld, Put simply, you
cen import just sbout anything into

Powverpage. Stendard screens, Stop

Press compatasble clip-art, standard
fonts, Stop Press big fonts, ASCII text

with an option for embedded style

codes and much more.

The program reslly does live ‘;:P to its
its name. It certainly is 8 POWERful
PAGEmeker. In fact, this entire
magszine was produced using it., Now if
that isn't proof enovgh, you probabl
require % good clubbing with a8 blun
ins nt.

Mini Print Shop.
Originally from Robot PD.

If Powerpage was responsible for the
layout ot issve 2, then Mini Print Shop
vas responsible for most of the
graphics in issve 1, It is an extremely
good progrem that lets youv desian
screens vsing two headline fonts and
over 200 pieces of small clip-art.
These can then be printed or saved.

Most impressive results cen be obtained
by loading the screens into an art
gﬁckage, or into 8 DTP like Poveppati .

e program is not over user fr 1end,{,
but once you've got the hang of it
you really will vonder what you did
vithoot it.

GPaint vi1.42e
Originally from Robot PD.

Robot PD seem to have the edge when it
comes to graphical programs don't they.
This art package was translated by
librarian Richerd (that name sounds
familiar) Fairhurst, although some of
the menus are unavoidably still in the
native Germen. This isn't moch of s
prablem as there are pictorial icons to
point your little arrow at so
everything is fairly straight forward.

So, vhat can GPaint do then? Well, joust
about_anything except make a cup of
tea. It allows painting in all modes
using editable fills and brushes..If
uses stendard screen files that GPaint
doesn't need a separate pallerte file
for. This makes loading mode 2 screens
into Powerpage reslly easy. Allowing you
to make changes to a Powerpage
geg‘f that PP isn't quite subtle enovgh
0 handle.

All the ususal art reclgege featores are
there incuding fill, circle, box, erase,
sgraycan etc. as wvell as a few features
that come in handy such as simple disc
utilities, a selection of proportionsl
i‘onts,zatl;.erned fills and magnifying
lass, All in all, GPaint is only besaten

y Advenced Art Studio, and 1t gives
that a fair run for its money.

Mconvert
Origin: Unknown.

This is probebly one of the most vseful
little programs yov are likely to find
even though it only tekes up 1k. It
allows multiface vsers to convert
mpltiface screens to stendasrd ones
vhich can then be loaded into an art
package and printed or messed about
vith, Endless fun can be had defacing
gatpe loading screens in this menner.
aint movustaches on everyane! Mat
att.



THE PRESTO PD LIBRARY
CATALOGCOE SUOMMARY .

The part of the magazine where al owr clams to impartiafity fal
by the wayside and we get on down to some Serious pugs for
Presto PD.

Disc No, | Title Some of the programs on the disc, or a description,
Games.

1 Games | Box Clever, Croco Magneto, Total Eclipse Trainer...
2 Games 2 Drehdriss, Space Froggy, Firefox, Whack Attack. ..
13 Games 3 AA Tetris, Timebomb and loesds more BASIC games.
14 Games 4 Amstrad vs Sinclair, Kill 'em all...
38 Games 5 Polish Tetris, Wipeoyt, Dotman, Tamx..,
49 Games 6 Forcefield, If,ellen Campaign, Merlin, Scebby...
58 Tetris Every PD version of Tetris on the CPC,
62 Games 7 Mac 2, Tennis, Soccer Management Sim demo...
67 Crosswords 200k crossword compiler by K. Mortimer.
68 Board Games Also by K Mortimer,
69 Games 8 Raider, Space Storm, Red Ore 2, Postman.,.
0 Games 9 Krazy,(thaser, Mastermind, 464 board games,
73 Games 10 Galexiens, Roland, Sun Crosswords, Gribbet...
79 Games 11 3D Priz, Pirates, Lucky Sqares...
76 Games 12 Data PD Soccer Management game, more BASIC games.

CP/M Games Games for CP/M only. Tornado, éuatns, Pacman. ..
191 Gemes 13 Give us a break, Give us a music bresk,

Adventures.,
15 CPM adventures| Island, Base Holidaz 1,2 &3,
19 Adventures 1 | Conch, Dick Ed, Quest, Summer camp, Dun eons of hell
26 Adventures 2 |Desth, Doom, Spacey ,wellada end more Simon Avery,
41 Adventures 3 |Castle, Crazy, The Ring, Darkness, Simsoft promo...
47 Adventures 4 |Eve of Shadows. (whole side graphic adventure.)
48 Adventures 5 |Cave of the Bew Bews, Quad X, Escape, The Race...
50 Adventures 6 |Storm Mountain, Lost Shadow, Talisman demo...
55 Adventures ? |[Adult 2 & 3, Firestone, Jason end more S.Avery.
96 Adventures 8 | Cacodemon, éecrgts of flr,_Lgrgo Grann, ..
57 Adventures 9 | Lost Phirous Tnloggnby vidipix, |
66 Adventores 18 | Geno (massive) and Once a_Knx?ht is Enough,
99 Adventures 11 | The Coin, Orkon, Rougue Midget, Midworld...
92 Adventures 12 | Hoot, Treasure, Kidnapped, Revenge demo...
[

Clip-Art,
5 Clips 1 Stop Press / Powerpage format clip-art.
6 Clips 2 And again.
? Clips 3 d again,
8 Clips 4 And again.
1?7 Clips 5 And agsin. . .
18 Clips 6 Stop Press format and clips from Printmaster.
47 Clips 7 Stop Press / Powerpage format clip-art.

[

Serious. |
3 Otilities | Rembase 2, Screen Squeeze 23, Mini Print Shop...
4 Otilities 2 The rest of Mini Print Shop.




Disc No. | Title Some of the programs on the disc, or a description,
9 Otilities 3 Gpaint, Anti Multiface, Protext demo (+ patches).
19 Utilities 4 Labelbase, Telephone cost, Car origins...
20 Utilities 5 Powerbase 2, Basic +, loads of fonfs,..
23 Office . Evet‘ythu;g you need 1n a computerised office,
39 Disc Utilities |A full directory of disc utilities,
32 Utilities 6 Fantasy Mapmaker, Power assembler, Rambase 3...
39 Utilities ? Benner Mania. Create big banners. Incudes fonts.
49 Utilities 8 Dtarg, Edition 1 DTP (includes fonts)...
45 Otilities 9 Robot PD Animator, Pagemsker Plus.,. o
86 Utilities 19 J.W.Brown's suite of disc and hacking uvtilities,
89 Otilities 11 Ispell, Pavl Dwen‘fhouse's Spell Checker.
95 Utilities 12 Alyssa, Flik, B-ASIC (for Plusses), Supersonic...
102 Tiny DTP A shareware DTP,
193 PD Planner A spreadsheet program by P. Dwerrvhouse,
]
$lideshows,
2? Amiga Graphics 2| David Carter's second collection of digitisations
28 Amiga Graphics 2| from the commodore Amiga. . .
29 Amiga Graphics || The first of the Amiga Graphics series,
30 Amiga Graphics 1| Side 2 of A.G, 1, .
31 Slideshow | Pengvin Software's TV Logos selection.
32 Slideshow 2 Digital Women (clean) and Pic,
33 Slideshow 3 Pics from the Manchester Amstrad User Group.
43 Slideshow 4 MPD Pix 1. Hand drawn pictures,
44 Slideshow 5 MPD Pix 1, Side 2, .
7?7 Slideshow 6 Presto's Star Trek sljdeshow.
78 Slideshow ? Presto's Neighbours slideshow,
81 Slideshow 8 Demon Slideshow. _
82 Slideshow 9 Demon Slideshow side 2.
85 Slideshow 19 Fractals slideshow, .
93 Slideshov 11 David Carter and Tim Blackbond hand drawn pics.
94 Slideshow 12 Nvllos Cracker Rock-Show,
105 Slideshow 13 Digi Vidi 2008, Digitised from TV shows,
106 Slideshow 14 The best hand drawn artwork ever. By anon.
197 Slideshow 15 Overscan (no border) slideshow,
108 Slideshow 16 Runstrad caricatures slideshow.
112 Slideshow 17 Tortlemuck, A hilariovs mickey take of the tortles
Demos.
12 Demos | Black Mission 3, Crackers fight, Violin,,.
42 Demos 2 Vorspann demg maker Lvmberfack HobédGobi . ..
51 Demos 3 BMC Saurian CoFy?arfy, PC1512, Best...
59 Demos 4 The Yao demo. Full side of disc,
61 Demos 5 Lﬁgon System Revolution, Tom8Jerry meets Kreator.,
e Demos 6 THE D by LOGON SYSTEM, The best Demo ever.
72 Demos ? THE DEMO side 2.(128k only)
74 Demos 8 McPaddy, Merlyn III, Crash, Digi Demog, CRTC 3.
79 Demos 9 Four animations from David Carfer.(i28k only)
80 Demos 19 Three more 128k enimations from David Carter,
87 Demos 11 68000 Killer, Musique, The story of Ma Baker...
88 Demos 12 Eevle lst demo, Bart éxmpson. ock & Rirk...
91 Demos 13 Cocktail shaker, Iron Bidon, Rebound demo,..
116 Demos 14 Twinblast multi-part demo, Sam Fox (Clean).
1t Demos 15 Bitmep Vandals multi-part by OBI and LDC.
24 CP/M | Newsweep, Poor men's spell check, ZSM, Calendar...
54 CP/M 2 E, Andybase, Food inventory and more.
96 Forth 83 A complete progremming language. 3.5" drive needed.
97 Printmaster A utxlxtl or meking cards, Kostgrs etc, Not
98 Printmaster WYSIWYG thovgh., Complete with clip-art.



Disc No. | Title Some of the programs on the disc, or & description.

100 CPM 3 CPC to PCW and PC transfers,..
[

Other things.
11 Cheats Loads of pokes and a multiface poke lister.
16 Miscellaneous 1 | Just about everything youv could imagine.
2l Diversions IQ test, Jokes, Eliga, Welsh tour guide...
22 Mini Demos CRTC music, Paolo's ffagg, More IC demos,
] WAVE price list | WAVE's price list on a disc.Plus NSWP to unsqueeze
gg Advanced Art Pictures, fills, brushes for Advanced Art Studic.

Music 8 Education | Musical and educational programs.

52 Computext A teletext like computer tutor, By LDC.

53 Miscellaneops 2 | More misc programs. Meny grephical.

60 Mini Demos 2 LDCs collection of mini demos.

63 MPD Megamix Not very full. Some pokes and short programs.

64 MPD Megamix Side 2 of MPD Software's megamix, . .
65 MPD Printer Another not very full disc from MPD. Printer utils.
83 Dt The famous PD discs from Devid Wild. Including

84 D2 DESE, the WIMP system,

104 Mini Demos 3 Loads of minj demos chained by LDC.

169 Miscelleneous 3 | Loads of Amstrad Action Type ims.

THE COMPLETE PRESTO PO
SERVICE.

Take a ook at what is offered by Presto PD, and youll know
that it makes sense.

Large selection

fs you have just seen, the Presto PD Library is big. This gives you
far more choice when it comes te choosing your PD.

{ day repy guarantee.

Providing that your postage and return postage is first class, Presto PO

quarantees that your PD will be returned within 7 days. If it is late,

you will be compensated with a free selection of PD for every day
that your package is late.

35" dscs that everyone can use.

Using MSB00 means that anyone with a 3.5° drive can use our- 3.5° PO.



1st Prize,

A three month Presto News subscription.
5 Free selections from Presto PD.

2 Commercial games.

2nd Prize.

A free copy of Presto News.
2 Free selections from Presto PD

A commercial game.

411 other correct
entries.

- A free selection from Presto PD.

The Question!

Contrary to pvlar belief, Presto PD
and Presto News do no t take t their
names from 8 St{pemar et. They are in
fact, named after an album by the
editor's favourite rock band.

The question is...
a) What is the name of the rock band?
b) Are they..American?

British?

Canadian?

French?
Brazilian?

Send your answers to the usval address
before the 20th July 1992.

### Please note. PD Librarians can not
enter this competition. You'll heve
to swap vith Presto to get free PD.

PN

fhis man is happg!

Bah:happgbume

is a2 zequlaz

cenlzibuter Lo Ficste
Hcas

[}

Jon could ha this
happy Leo!

Presto News needs regular
contrbutors of articies. Anybody
wanting to contribute can
send their article as a
compiete Powerpage fie or on
paper. Al articles will be
rewarded with selections from
the Presto PD lbrary.  Sorry,
| can not pay money for
articles, but I'm sure that
writing one will make you
happy. It worked for him,

why not you?



THBE BD@%&% SPI8ER

Bow did I start?

I got my CPC 6128 in the
Christmas of 198 1
remember the first thin

tried to do was los
the games discs that
came with the computer.
They were the sort that

I‘ve been writing so(-‘tuare
D scene For 'a

uhﬂe nou Khy did 1 start?

How did 1. start? Al these

questions--and tare-{that. -
haven't -tho

PD on it a few days lster.
Many other libreries
including Presto got my
grogrems from the Dats
ibrarian Tony ngsmlll
(Err, no I didn't, I got
them’ mostly from Dsniel
York of Yorkie PD - Ed.)
I have sent my yrograms
to a few other libraries

vere loaded by typmg
icem. I covldn't for the
life of me_ find the |
character, In the end I
foond it by accident. You
vill discover most thmgs
about your CPC when you
are not pert:culerly
looking for them.

but Dats PD have probably
ot the most as they are
he key distribvtors of
my programs,

The Poch,

The man who reelly gsve
me "The Push" so to spesk
vas K.N.Bond from Leeds

FD Encomnters,

My first encounter vith a PD librar
was with Robot PD. I wrote to them an
sent a tape and a postal order., Within
5 days my tape was returned. I then
ordered snother tape, and this one
took sbout 2 weeks to return. The more
I ordered the longer 1t seemed to
arrive. One day I sent off @ tepe, and
9 months later it still hadn't
returned, I sent off asnother tape and
there vas no sign of is either. Even
if Richard Fairhurst retorned my tapes
rlght now, he wouldn't be able to cash
the chectues and posts] rates have
gone up twice since then.

Getting back to the point, on these
missing tapes, I ha sent some of the
programs wh hich I had written with the
intention of donahng them to the
public domsin. The first proggly I ever
(v)ﬁé)te vas a shoot em up called RED

While the strange case of the missin
tapes ves going on, I decided to sen
some of my PD to other libraries.
Reedmf through 8 copy of ACU RIP -

Ed.) found details of 2 other
libraries. These were DPD (Now called
Penguxn Softvare) and Data,
Unfortunately nobody knew DPD's
address. I tried everyvhere, I asked
ACU, who told me to phone Alan Scully,

who was no help either, It was
hopeless. so I sent sll m{ PD to Data
lso RIP - Ed.) here got to

be a regular pattern I vould send him
a disc with some of my programs om it,
and he would return my disc with more

vho has written loads of adventu J‘
for homegrown and PD sources, inclu
The Island, The Base, The Splro Legecy
and some others that I can't seem to
remember, He was offerm? free coples
of his PD aemes The Island end The
Base in AC vrote to him and
asked for a copg Be sent them to me
and I discovered that they were CP/| /M
adventures. They wvere very good (I
know, but are the{ du‘hcu t or what! -
Ed.) and Cor ow he do
that?" told me that ey were
written wth The .A.U.l (Proffeswnal
dventure UWriter) I bought this program
and I found it really heavy going at
first, but now it is a bit easier. Since
then I have written meny many
edventures vusing the P.A.I” d the
G.A.C, t has quite a ev of hem in
the Px‘esto PD Librar %ov van 't to
find out more sbout vhy not order
some, or read my regv'lar column on
adventurmg in Artificial Intelligence.

Ednond's games,

Presto PD has a load of Edmund Spicer
games within its vest stock list., Some
of the best are listed below.

Adventures...

Holidsy 1,2 & 3. For CP/M)
Mmette or CP/M)
The Well (Graphic sdventure,)
The Ring (Graphic adventure.)
Cave of the Bew Bews (Graphic
adventore.)

PN



{ Slideshow special.

Amiga Graphics 1 & 2.

- There are absoiutelg loads

1. All the screens are

%gg/{eezed.

By David Carter. i i i

opigmally’ fros Fenovis of. shdesho_w discs in the

Softvare. public domain. We put them | TV Logos.

These 2 discs were to the test By David Carter: and
reviewed in issve 1, All : Richard Fairhurst,

the pictures vere vidi .
digitised from grsphics on the
Commodore Amiga., As with all vidi
digitised pictures, the quality is
suyperb, Some of the screens are famous
ictures that were seen around the
aunch of the Amiga to show off its
capabilities, suych as The Mona Lisa and
Tutankhamen, Other screens m_cl_udmg
all of Amiga Graphics 2 were digitise
from Amigs PD sources, Al
in Mode [ and squeezed.

1 screens are

MPD Pix 1.

By Martin Elliott,
Originslly from MPD Software.

These pictures were all hand drawn by
MPD's librarian with his light fen. The
sybject matter is to the greater part
abstract and the pictures are not
articularly stunning, They are in Mode
25%and vncompressed,

Digi Women snd Pic.

Imported by R Fairhurst,
Originally from Robot PD.

The.digi women slideshow at one time
took up a whole side of a disc,
however in the interests of decency
and as not to deprive everyone from
the rest, the X rated pictures were
removed. To fill the gap there is a
smaller slideshow of cartoons called
‘pic' The quality of both slideshows is
excellent. Note that in some libraries
these 2 slideshows are distributed
separately, All screens are digitised in
%ge 2 and are squeezed,

Star Trek (The Next Generation.)

By Matthew Gullam
Originally from Presto PD.

This slideshow features what I believe
to be the best Yrogr;amme on TV, The
pictures are all high quality vidi
digitised screens from the hit sci-fi

show. All your favourite characters
from the Enferprise crew are here,
accurately digitised into 4 colour mode

- Originally from
Penguin Software.

A mixed bag slideshow this one, it
features mostly traced images from the
TV screen. This was presumably before
David Carter got his vidi digitiser,
Because these were once supplied in an
vnsqueezed form, more screens have
been_added by David and some have been
hand drewn by Richard Fsirhurst,
Althou?h the slideshow is called TV
logos, these only maeke up ebout half of
g%;/s collection,

Demon Slideshow.

By David Long
Originally from Demon PD.

This slideshow has, as far as I know,
got the most emount ofscreens in any
slideshow in the public domain. However,

antity does not always mean quality,
any of the screens are promos of
sorts of the programs in the Demon PD
library. As e _promo disc it is good,
however it is hard to imagine a screen
full of fonts to be sesthetically
pleasing and other screens are
similarly dire. The disc does have some
saving graces however, namely some of
the screens generated by mini demos

etc.
30%
Hand Drawn Pictures.

By an unknown artist.
Originally from Scull SL.

In all my years of CPCing I have yet to
come across graphics that have looked
this good, The screens are all in mode
1, but colour shading techniques give
the impression of there being many
more. The resuvlt is the best hand drawn
artwork you will ever see on the CPC,

fact it is better and more detailed
than digitised screens, I know that it
is a terriblke cliche, but these
screens really have to be seen to be
believed, The art itself is also of the
highest stendard, obviously done by an
enormoys talent. Such a shame that he
0150' Ashe has chosen to be anonymous.



\Slideshoy gpecial. | ; ; ;

)

Just some of the many
screens svsilable in.
publxc domain
slideshow discs.

Top: Flamingo by
8an 8nonymovus
artist, from
Hand drawn

rtwt)rk.
Ornfxna ly
mmxebh from

Middle: One of
the Star Trek
slideshov from
Presto.

Bottom' A little sign '
from the Demon
Slideshov.




Top: The Digi Women slideshow Y

rom Robot.
Middle: The Nullos Crscker
Rock-show, also from Robot.

MAJUG. Slideshow.

By various people,
Originally from MAJUG.

This selection of pictures was compiled
biﬂ the Manchester Amstrad User Group.

1 of the screens wvere hand dreswn by
members of t dgrovp Ther asre a few
thet are of good quality, however none
stand out in particvlar, The screens
are in various modes and 8are
%gmpressed.

Tim and David Slideshow.

By Tim Blackbond and David Carter.
Originsally from Scull SL

Tim Blackbond, editor of PN's friendly
rivael Artificisl Intelligence is a8 man
of many talents. Not only is he a
writer, but he is slso an srtist. Thic

up” selection festures a number of
” hand draswn pictures. They are mostly
cartoony. Many of them have been
featured in Amstrad Action's picture
Xaller‘y Keges over the last few months,
11 are hand drawn and are of excellent
quality., The David Carter hand drawn
pics asre tha same @s can be found
among the TV logos slideshow, It is m‘
?UESS that these wvere put in to fil
he disc. These also are of good

vality.
b
Neighbours.

By Matthew Gullam
Originally from Fresto FD.

What can I say It's the worst soap
ever, they're vidi diagiticed, squeezed
and in mode 1. They eature all your
gevovmtes inclvding some dead ones.

\J/o
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 \Slideshow special. | ;

Rock Show.

By Nullos Cracker,
Originally from Robot PD.

When is a slideshow not e clideshow?
When it's a demo of course! This
slideshow features a number of mode 2
digitised pictures of famous British
and Americen rock stars, snd some
French ones that nobody has heard of.
Well, you say, what makes this a demo
then? Well, it's the way that the
pictures sppesr on the screen. Some
scroll, some materialise and others
vnfold. The whole effect is rather
nice. All the pictures are squeeszed.
80%

Caricatures.

By Runstrad.
Oxy‘iginelly from Scull SL.

Yet another French slideshow. This one
1s full of caricatures ( 8 bit like
Spitting Image - patronism? Ed.) of
famous "and not so famous (maybe in
France) people. The screens are all
well presented, although the first one
is full of text in French, This is of
little consequence (especially if you
speak the lenguage) as all the screens
are squeezed. This selection can be
gs;.{her funny.

Digi Vidi 2068,
Originally from Scull SL.

This is_yet another slideshow which
shovs the amszing powers of Rombo's
Vidi Digitiser. In it's time a t%p
selling add-on for the CPC, The Vidi
has been developed since for the ST
Amiga, PC end Archimedes. Well, I'm full
of facts today, but what is the
slideshow like? Well, it's average. The
quality of the plcﬁux‘es is, as ever
excellent, hovever it has one annoying
problem. All the screens are .in shades
of blue. Nov, much as I like blue
after about 26 _screens, you soon get
fed up of it. The screens festure a
number of TV programs such ss Red
%grf. @Brilliant!)

Overscen slides.
Originally from Scull SL.
Yet another slideshow that is really s

demo, or should that be the other way
around? Anyway, this is most definitely

g slideshow with a difference. The
difference is that there is no border!
This type of screen is kunown In serious
and demo writing circles as an overscan
screen. There are only seven overscan
screens on offer here because each one
of them takes up 8 fair whack of disc
space and cennot be compressed.
However, all are of the most excellent
c}uehty. The subject matter is mostly
antasy but ther are 2 cartoons and an
excellent African landscape, trul
snoramic becavse of the lack o
order. If this wasn't enough to satisft
all of you there is also an end screen
featuring a racing car and some
gt_),(ytremely nifty music,

Hov to meke & slideshov,

There asre, as we have seen, an
enormoos amount of slideshows for the
CPC PD scene. However, being the greed\‘
beggars that we sare, we alwa%s van
more of such good things. So, here it
is, the Presto News guide to meking a
slideshow.

Talent, what's that?

If you haven't got any artistic talent
then don't worry, we'll cover you lster,
but if you have, read on,

Firstly you have to produce some
piccies. If you are artistic, you
probably have sn art package and have
produced losds of good pictures. You'll
need about 20 for e one sided
slideshov, so if you don‘t have that
many, you'd better get drswing.

If ‘{.OU have no talent you can use
digitised screens made using 8 vidi, or
gﬁdart scanner. You'll also need about

The big squeeze.

Your screens must be squeezed vsing a
program like the PD SQ23. This allows
more screens per disc. Once squeezed,
fit onto the destinstion disc, but leave
about 3k spare.

The loader.

Just write & program to load each
screen 1n individually, Dont forget that
allette valuves must be set in the
oader and thaet SQ23'd screens must be
loaded into asn address (44000 is best)
and then CALLed. MeiE

: att.



BATTLE OF THE SPEUL
CHECKERS .

The ultimate test of any piece of PD
software is how it fares against an
equivelent commercial package To this
end, ve put Pavul Dwerméhovse s ISPELL
and the -CP/M POOR HECK
CB agemst one of the most goverful
spell checkersi Oasis
his 1s the spe 'lchecker t at 15
ufsjupdplxzed with the vltimate CP/M WP

In this test we shall be looking at
each package in terms of dictionary
size, speed and vser friendliness,

e Word] Ispell | PMSC

Price. ﬁ?ﬂ.% £0.25 8PProx
incl NW, £0 98

Dxctxonary 139k 47k 48k
| size,
Words in 45,900 | 15,900 | 16 900
dictionary.
Speed. (sec)| 150 530 190
Edit Yes Yes Yes
dictionary?
Add to Yes No Yes
dxctlonary"
Hang U{ 15 134 119
correctl
spelt vords

The s&:eed and amount of hangups vere
tested on a8 7k letter in plain

So, which is best?

At first glance mou vould thmk thet
New Word's THE ci
best. However, the PD sp e eck ers

have 8 number of dlstmct advantages
Fu‘stlz there is the prxce Secondly
- ISPELL actually gges hrovgh the
document with you and lets you make on
the spot chan% s. This is one of the
m8in reasons or the length of time
that it takes. ISPELL's only real
dovnfall is the size of its dictionary.

is fast and efficient, but is less
user friendly.

Overall,
The Word - 75%
Isgell - ?ﬂ%

In sll,the PD spell checkers fared
very well agamst this monster of s
commercial peckage It Just goes to
shov the valve of PD software.

Matt

PRESYO PO LIBRARY
Rl SR
Over 108 soleetions.

8@@@ 0f i}ﬁ]@ [?@8@ i)
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o800 Dot Hor,

0uly 9 b9 gladlo
olas

86(eekion.
Copyright Warning.
BC.COM, The Basic
Commler is not @
Public Domain program.
Presto has now
wzthdrawn it, and we

ggest that all other
tbraries do the same.

It has been replaced
on Presto Disc 24 with
Forest Adventure.

Sorry.




USEFUL ADDRESSES.

[l [J
PO Llibraries,
Demon PD Robot PD Yorkie PD
47 Hlltun Ave, 2 Trent Road 11 Beechwood Ave.
Hall Green akham St Albans
Birmingham Rutland erts
B28 9P LE1S 6HF AL1 4Xp
Tuck PD MPD Software Scull SL
15 Ravencar Road 23 Nobes Avenvue 44 Echline Grove
Eckington Brxdgemary South Queensferry
Sheffield Gosport West Lothian
231 969 POT3 OHS ER30 SRU

[ ]
Fanzines.

Artificial Intelligence
19 Lee Street
Liversedge

West Yor! shlre

Wri9% 6DZ

CPC Domain (Subs)
20 Montague Road
Saltford

Bristol

Avon, BS18 3LA.

WACCI

12 Trefalgar Terr.
Long Eat on

Not 1n

Other Services.

Wow Software

78 Radlﬁole Lane
Weymout

Dorset

DT4 9BS

Adventure Swaps
c/0 S. Avery

71 Fore Street
Chvglelgh

Té13 @HT

DEMON PUBLIC DOMAIN
LIBRARY .

Hall Green, Birmingham,

47 Hilton Avenue

Bas OPE.
Look at these fantabuious
regsons to use Demon PD.
hat are you wait'ng for? 6o
on, be a Demon

O enbersary Offe: haf orce PO rougout e




Sorryl

Presto News is latell!
How could such a terrible thing

come to happen?

e investigate,

Excuses Excuses.

Everybody knows how it is, I suppose
it is %st part of human natvre You
know t ov have eot a eyo to do
but you JUS keep putt off untif
tomorrow. When you finally get around
to doing xt there are a thovsand
other thxngs that require your
attention. Whenever you try to do the
Job, somethmg else crops up.

The job.

I suppose that this is the mein reasan
for Presto News arnvmg over a week
late throu our letterbox. About five
weeks ago I started work for Alfred Mc
Alpine onstructmn so that I could get
some money to keep myself in the
essentials of a PD librarians life
that is, steamps, discs, padd ded
enve lopes, magazmes beer, mars bars

etc, as vell as the trivial thmgs like
food end board,

I leave for work each day at 7.9%am
and don't return until 6,390 pm as you

cen guess, this doesn'’t jeave me much
time to get on with writing the
magazine, which now takes more time
then ever before becauvse the nev
format allows even more info to be
packed into the pages.

On tog of these restrictions, I also

have to run the PD library, which can
0CCUPY 8 } time on some nights,
es ecxally vhen get swaps discs from
other libraries.

The foture.

As of next month Presto News will be
a bi-monthly magazine. Take hesrt
though, it will include more pages than
ever before.

Sorry for any inconvenience caused, I
hope you let me make it up to you.

Matt.

Subscribe!
Subscribe!
Subscribel

Have vou enjoved this
issue of Presto
News?

if 50y why not treat
vourself to a
subscription?

Subscription Rates:

2 issues - .90
3 issues - 2.80
4 issues - 3.70
5 issues = 4.60
6 issues - 5.50

This includes postage
and packing.

Normal price for |
issue = 25 or
including pP&P




NELPLINE.

Got a problem to do with your

CPC? Well this is the place to go. | tn

Unfortunately this column is new s0
fm the only Helpliner this month.
If anyone else can offer their
services | would be glad to hear

from you.

I can offer help in simple BASIC
Brogr;anmmg, most aspects of Public
omain and with desktop publishing
Poverpage. 1f you've got a

your 3.5" drive then I
can offer help there too. I can also
help you with any program in the
Presto PD Library.

Matt Gullam
1 Pembroke Close
The Mount

usin €
problem usin

ar
Cornwall
PL24 Tel @726) 813684,

4LL TIME
PD 70P 10.

So, vhat is the best PD software to get

en? As ever here at Presto News we

supply you with the hard facts, Err

veplpl, ve supg)ly you with total
n

speculation and personsl opinion. So

here it is.

1. Powerpage

. Protext demo

ith patches.)

Mint Print Shop

. GPaint

. Anonymous artwork.
. Croco Magneto

. ‘Drehdriss

Ispell
B o£ shadows
emo

L ]

-

2
5
4
5
6
7
8
9
I

ve
. The

CAVSE FOR CONCERN?

Uith new PD raries cropping Wp ke mushrooms, have we
reached a state of PD Bxary saturation?

Loadsa libraries.

In the last two weeks, no less then
hree brand new PD libraries have come
to my attention. At first glence the
smount of new libraries aggeapm might
seem to be & good thing. But is it?

Copy cats.

Manz of the smaller new libraries
contain selections which sre exact
copies of selections from major
libraries. Many of these selections
vere ordered under false pretences,
(i.e. by not telling the PD librariasn
thet they would be included in another
library.)

This type of aquisition of PD takes
very little effort compsred to the
lengths that some libraries go to to
expand their catalogues., Most of the
larger libraries un{ort PD from Europe,
others supplement their cetalogue with
the librarian's own programs.

A troly hard working PD librerian_is
Eractlcelly glued_ to his or her CPC
eyboard. The simple fact is that
running 8 PD lxbrarz' is practxcallg a
full time job, Add to this the added
pressures of swapping / writing /
imorting end tramslating PD, or writing
a8 fanzine and the poor librarian is
rgpn off his / her feet most of the
ime,

Lezy librarians.

The new breed of PD librarian does not
conform to this work ethic, He thinks
that the PD scene owes him a living,
This is not trve, you only get ovt what
ou put in. Every established PD
librerien knows thet there is no money
in ronning & PD library, In fact in
most cases theg are loss ndcutxg. When
these nev fly by nights find this out
they will crawl into a corner and die,
leaving behind them vnfvlfilled orders
snd angry customers, To all these
geeofle, glease don't start, It is a job
st left to someone who cares.



Things you ought to know.

Production Method.

Presto News is produced mostly vsing
Robot PD's excellent Powerpage
Desktop Publishing Svite.

Graphics all come from Public Domain
sources and titles come from Mini
Print Shop. Some of the smaller
graphics come from MPS slso and are
converted into Clip Art vsing
News-Lib.

All of this is done on a CPC 6128
outpgt&ing to a Panasonic KX-P117%0 9
pin printer.

Once the pages sre printed, the mag
is then photocopied and stapled.

The Address.

Send all your comments,
letters, asrticles, adverts
and jusi: about everything
else, to the folloving
address...

Presto PD Library
c/0 Matt Gullam

1 Pembroke Close
The Mount

ar
Cornwall
PL24 2BT
Please include an SSAE if yov want a
reply.

About me.

A fev people have asked gIVSN
gbout me, and what I am SOHSate
like, As I seem the best _',‘,'@.
qualified person to talk ™ =Aias
about me, here it is, the
Brof_xle of your friendly
D Librarian, Fanzine Editor and Cart
Swapping Librarian,

Full Name: Matthew James Gullam.
Age: 19

Height: 6* 2"

Hair: Red.

Eyes: 2

\:% FOLY

Occupation: Student tekinhg a yeser off
before going to Higher Ed, Currently
vorking as a building site lsbourer to
make ends meet.

Qualifications: 14 GCSEs, 2 A levels, BSc
@®Bronze Svimming Certificate.)

IQ: 137

Favourite TV progs: Red Dwarf, Star Trek
(NG), Twin Peaks.

Favourite rock group: Rush,

Computing History: 1982 - TI 99 4/A, 1985
&gcorn Electron, 1986 - Amstrad CPC

Well, now that you all know a little bit
about me, I'll \{)et you wished you had
never asked.

Credits and thanks.

The following people were instrumental in
getting this issve of Presto News to
you. I would like to thank all of them,
50 here goes.

Richard Fairhurst: Thanks for writin
Powerpage, without which PN would loo
as bad as it did last month.

Graeme Chesser, Martin Elliot, Edmund
Spicer and all other contribotors,
Thanks for writing articles for Presto
News. Keep it up.

Alfred McAlpine Construction: Thanks for
the use of the photocopier.

To my girlfriend, thanks for being so
understanding vhen I have kicked you
out of my house so that I can get on
and write the mag.

Tim Blackbond: Thanks for inspiring me

to vse Powerpage, end thanks for writing

AI. Keep up_eli the good work. The.

inquisitor will most certainly NOT be
ocking on your door.

Fimally.

The next edition of Presto News,
the world's biggest magazine that no
has heard of will be out around the 28
of June 1992.

I'm not going to give anything awsy
gbout what is going to be in it because
I don't know yet m¥self. Needless to say
it will be more of the same worthless

ash. Err, brilliantly informetive news
packed good read.

Keep CPCing all of you. Keep the faith
brothers and sisters. YO!



HOLD THE BACK PACE.

- =l the bits-that - we --forgot, -

Presto News read by 37 689 people.

actvally Amstrad Action is
7#% people end it's got a
esto News in it.

Erm, vell
read by k|
mention of

The Public Image feature on CPC
fenzines did festure this very organ
within its pages. What it_had to say
vas most encoureging. However Mr
Peters did mention thet yov "Don't get
meny wvords for your wonga." This was
due to the old style Presto News cut &
aste layout. Now that the mag is
overpaged your ‘wongs" buys you more
words than ever before, and its the

same price as before!
CPC Attack Shock. It's actuslly good.

ACU's replacement CPC Attack has
finally hit the newsagent's shelves,
Yes, even here in sunny Cornwall,
Loofcmg, through it gives a very
‘gamesy' impression. However, it is only

e games reviews that are laid out in
this manner. Well done to editor Pat
Eelly for keeping the serious elements
going.

Presto News goes bi-monthly.

Yes, I'm sorry to say, that Presto News
vill shortly become 8 bi-monthly
magazine. However, this isn't going to
happen quite yet. The next issue will
be ovt in about a month, but the one
after that will come sfter two months.
The reason for the change is the huge
amount of work imvolved with the FD
library, snd producing the mag on a
DTP, which means mare words.

The bi-monthly isspes will have more
pages than ever befare. Currently I am
aiming for about 56. Whether or not I
can do this without a price increase I
heve yet to find out. Let me know vhat
ou think. You can give me your ideas
y writing to the usvel address.

Alan Scully becomes a8 (PC 'recluse.

Yes, it's official. Alan Scully is no
longer the editor of CPC Domgin. He
assed on the running of Scull SL to

aeme Chesser some time ago, Whst is
this man going to do with his life? For
someone who has been so much s part
of the CPC PD scene these past few
ears, it seems rather strange, So far
the only possible explanstions have
involved aliens taking over his body,
or that he's turned 16 bit. I'm not

plus- up~ ‘to-" the  minute; -mews; -

sure which is worse to be honest. The
editor's job has been passed on to
Simon Warford.

®ho is Dr Bertram X Fegq?

This strange chsracter has had his
"How to run & PD librery" article
printed just about everywhere. First it
vas the Robot PD Disc Cstalogue, then
Artificial Intelligence, and now
Amstrad Action. So, the bloke is famous
nov, but who is he really? Well, it's
certainly not likely to be Bruce
Forsyth, as the picture in AA
indicates, M\‘,,gves_s is that this kin
of all sceptics is in fact Richar
Fairhurst of Robot PD, Well Richard,
are you going to own up?

Litrary reparts.

The news about the closore of Penguin
Software has been confirmed. We sre
sad to see it go, Good luck with
vhatever you are doing next David.

The Robot PD news remains unconfirmed.
Richard Fairhorst is still CP(}m? avay
as ever, His current pleans include a
128k version_of Powerpage., We can't
wait here at Presto, At lest, less disc
accessing. The 64k version will be
found in it's entirety on the AA cover
tape next month. If you don't have the
Er,ogrun, et a y of AA, ar write to

ichard direct. It really is the best
PD program ever.

Nev libraries apen.

You know the old saying, "As one door
closes, another opens.” Well this is
especislly true of PD libreries. Presto
News has recently hesrd of 8 load of
nev ones, incloding an_ adventore
specialist and 2 demo specislists. More
news vhen I have written to them to
find out if they are good guys or bad

ys, A current list of good 3uys can

e found in the Useful Addresses
section of this mag.

The End.

No, not really, but just the beggining.
Presto News has made it to issve £,
and it's bigger, bolder and brighter
then ever. Sounds like Persil
Automatic. .

See you all next month,
Matt
Gullem.



