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As the day of the Bristol All formsats
computer fair spprosched, I found
myself getting more snd more excited st
the prospect of seeing lots of bargains
for lmy PC, end meeting like minded
pecple.

Imagine my surprise when, on arrwma
at %he Brunel Centre after almost
hours on the train, I was confronted b{
8 dingy venve, little bigger than mos
clém‘é: halls half filled with sbout 38
stands.

Among these stends were huge bargsins,
public domain software, hardwvare,
softvare, leads, mice ang just about
everything else. Excited? You shouvldn't
be. All o? these were for either the

, Amiga or PC. There were no stands
devoted to 8 bits in general, let alone
CPCs in particvlar.

There wvere a few CPC related things on
offer. One stsll stocked s fairly
comprehensive range of out of date
budget gemes for our beloved machine.
Anogher vas tring to sell broken 464s
for £30, If you vanted to buy & CPC, 8
rather dodgy looking bloke was v1l_lm3
to sell you one for & vastly overprice
sum. I vas interested in a second 6128
and the man sbsolutely refused to
haggle, Ah well, his loss,

So, was the trip a tota] waste of time?
ell, yes, and no, I did pick up 100
DSDD 3.5" coloured discs and box for
vnder £49. Another purchase was an
absolute bargain though, I stumbled
vpon a8 stall with & lot of PCU
software. A pro%ram called Nev Word
caught my eye. After reading 8 reviev
of this in Print-Out some months ago, I
}res intfmgved.hl boughttggxgn};m)gggren
or g fiver, happy In

that it retailed normally for £70.50,

On getting New Word home, I soon
discovered that it would work on my CPC
after I had transferred the files to a
CPC formst disc other than the PCW onme
it was supplied on, Thank god for
READPCW on Presto Disc 24. Without
this, my money would have been vasted,

Matt,

A few words from the Ed.

A bit of a change.

Regular readers will notice that the
Lyle of this month's Presto News is a
bit different., This is because this
month, Presto News is prodvuced on
Powerpasge v1.3, the excellent PD
desktop publisher. This will enable me
to squeeze even more info into your
favourite mag., (Well, almost
favourite.)

w
o+

Response to Issuve 1.

The response to issve | has been very
favoursble. All who have read it have
been fleesed. With the new changes, I
hope that you like it even more.

Competition Result,

Put simply, there is no resvlt, as
none of you have bothered to enter.
Come on, where's your competitive

spirit?

Just for you, I have decided to
repeat the competition, The full
details can be found later on in the
mag,

Queries.

No, not Julian Clary, but queries
regerdmg a few things to do with the
Presto PD library.

First of all, some of you who have
recieved orders on 3.5" discs have
had a few problems, This is duve to the
fact that your drives have all been
Siren ones. I use a Microstyle drive
vith MS809, However, this cavses a few
problems if an MS o6 format is used
vhen Romdos_is plugged . If eny of
you have difficulties reading 3.5°
discs from Presto, just turn your
gomdos ROM off, or vnplug your ROM
0X.,

If you have a recent model of Siren
drive, you will not have a side
switch, vhich means that you will not
be able to access side B of the discs.
If you do not have a side switch, I
can only supply you with PD taking up
2 selections for MS86% formats or |
for data formats per disc.

Mono modulator problems.
A number of you have written to me

asking why a nomber of the demos
aveilable from Presto are in black end

vhite when used with a TV moduvlator.

I don't knov the exact reason why this
hsppens, but it seems to happen when
there are obﬁects on the screen that
move through the border. For some
unknown reason, the Modulator cennot
keep up with this, so it just gives the
most accurate representation of what ic
going on that it can. In the majority of
cases, this is done by shoving the
entire screen in veriovs chedes of grey,

This problem has csused me mgch heart
ache and dissappointment, as I am very
pertial to the odd demo now and sgain
and this little glitch has a habit o
turning up in some of the best of them
svch as Merlyn III, Parts of the YAO
demo and 2 ovut of the 8 parts of Logon
System's THE DEMO.

There is however & solution st hand
vhich may save you trying to get s
colour monitor. However, {t is & bit
tricky.

First of sll you will need a coloor TV
vith either an input or a composite
video input,

The RGB way of doing things is the
easiest as all you have to do is to get
8 lead end connect the right pins on fhe
computer's RGB out socket to the ones on
the TV's RGB in socket. This can easil
be done with the aid of the pin-ovu
diagrams in your manvals for computer
end TV. Don't forget though that the LUM
in doen't have to be connected if your
doesn't have one,

Making up an RGB to composite video lead
is 8 bit trickier, To %et a colour
icture needs the signal to be boosted.

have not tried doing it this way so
you vould be best advised to consul
your local electronics expert or ask a
your nearest Tandy or Radio Shack shop,

Both of these methods will not only allow
gou to enjoy the full pleasure of demos,

vt will also improve your pictore
quality dramatically.

Final Bord.

If you have any svagestions to do with
the new format of fhe meg, or snything
else, please don't hesitate to contact me
and tell me what you think.

Enjoy the Mag.
Magt.



Public Domam News,

#:The :latest runhlings in the -

Libraries close down.
News has been flooding into the

535 wonderful world of P.D.

Developwents at Scull SL.
I have recently heard from

Presto office (err, bedroom)

about a number of CPC PD libraries
thet have closed down or are closing.
So far only two of these reports have
been confirmed, but we will bring you
the latest as soon ss possible,

One library on the definite list is
Data PD, vho for some time have had
the dubious_honour of being the most
expensive CPC library in the UK, Head
Data libraraisn Tony Kingsmill has
moved on to new psstures, while
cassette librarisn David Nagle has
started his own disc only library,
Demo PD.

Another definite closure is Paolo
Cvomo's Pisces PD, which was the first
library in the UK to offer PD on 3.5"
discs. Paplo has been fighting a
losing battle to balence his libreary
vith his school vork for some time
nov, and it would seem that school has
von, Grrr.,) People vanting PD on 3.5"
discs should read on.

Penguin Software rumours.

RUmoors have been abounding
about Penguin Software for some

time now, It sl] started with a
report in Robot PD's catalogye

disc news section that Penguin
Softwvare was about to close.
According to Richard Fairhurst, sny
nev releases into the public domam by
David Carter, the originator of the
Amiga Grag xcs dxscs, vill be made
throogh Robot P

Is Robot PD get to close?

Bobot PD, the UK's largest and most
innovative library may be set to close
down due to Richard Fairhurst going to
uvniversity in September, Richard fears
that he will not have time to do both,
and sas his education is more
importent, it may result in Robot
either closing or running a vastly
redvuced service,

If thls does hap}gen, it will be a sad
day for scene 8as Eobot hss
been responsxble for writing and
importing some of the best PD around,
As far as I know, the only person to
be happy sbout seeing Robot go would
be Alan Scully.

Greeme hesse{‘ Scul S 's
librarian, He has told m
mtereshng new developments a cull

The first development is
the orening of the library
to sl sund r&) not Jjost
subscribers to CPC Domsain

disc-zine, Subscribers will
be entitled to half price PD,

Graeme 1s currently evaiting permission
from Alan Scul K to go ahead with this
idea, but this shouldn't be a problem as
Alan’is taking more of a back seat dve
to the pressures of his work st umi,

Scull have also scrapped the lendin g
system. This has now been replaced wit
a normal library system.

35" discs take off in PD land.

The 3.5" fomat for PD distribution is
really teking off. Another 3 libraries
have adopted the formst. The table
below shows the varyin formats which
each library can supply FD on.

Presto | Scull | Deaon | Tuck
Data (1 X X | x X
Data @ X X

HS800 @ X

M5800 (4) X

Romdos _(4) X | X X

The numbers in brackets show how many
normal sides of a 3" disc can be fitted
onto the 3.5" disc.

Both Tuck and Demon suffer from the
problem of not having e side swx ch
vhich means that side B _can ong
accessed from Romdos. If on't
have a side sw:tch then both Pr-esto
and chll cen suppg' you with PD just
on side A, using 8 ata format . Presto
can supply you vwith 2 normal sides on
side A using an MS800 format, All the
libraries except Presto can supply you
vith PD on a8 4 sided Romdos format
vhich does not need a side switch, but
does need Romdos and Ramdos. Matt

8 1]

The Blg Scene.

[The lstest news from the world

Let 3 fece it, it had to
happen, After seven years of
being the most boring magazine in
existence, it has finslly folded. The
magazine however was one of the last
out osts that stopped serious

ware from going right down the
gan on the CPC, In its long history
he mag never gave in to Amstrsa
Action's tendency to cater for the
lovest common denominator.

In ACUs place will come CPC Attack,

an altogether different magazine

which, from what has been seen of it,

gh es the impression of being more in
e direction of Amstrad Action.

The PUbllC Domam Coltmn vhich has

brought life to CPC PO sceme will
be continved. owever meny vill nov
be fearing for the futuvre of serious
softvare coverage in the gtlossy
magazines. It would seem tha thxs
has nov been finally dr‘ogp
commercial world and left to t e PD
scene to pick up the pieces.

Here at Presto, we wish CPC Attack
ever svccess and ve hope that the
avfu‘ pro blem of distribution that

had will be ironed ovt. (The
neare)st stockist to me vas 40 miles
away.

Sarry Codemasters.

Well, at least can admit my
mistakes. Last month brought )‘hu
news of a game called Str

Crypts of Chaos vhlch used fvll
advantage of the Plus machine's extra
features, Since then, CodeMasters
have decided to change the name to
Striker and the Cryyéts of Trogen,
Presumsbly this is to distsnce it
from the Switchblade games, which were
vritten by the same suthors.

Microstyle misery.

Microstyle lar?est roducer of
3.5 second dmv have
had a lot of oblems in hlhng the

huge smount o z have been
having recently. Many customers hsve
c lained of poor service and long
its for delweg To_help tackle the
m‘oblem, Mlcros yle have vithdrawn
eir ads the last two issues of
AA and ACU to try snd slov things

outside the Public Domain scene.

down. If you are looking for s

chrostyle drive, v1th HSSQQ
software. (in Presto's opmxon
these are the best type.) you
vould be best advised to get your drive
from GVL Microform, 191 athn Street
Ro Fulwood, Preston, PK2 E.
hlﬁ%gmmw Fax. 6772 ‘263131,

GX4988 cartridges seen in Shifnal,

For sll of you desperately seeking some
cartridge software, fear not. The Trade
in Post (8952 462135) can offer
ax‘tmdge software covering most titles
at £14.99 for carts with no box or
instructions or £24.99 for ones with
everything, They are also running 8
special deal for 1 mixed unboxed carts
for only £109.08, The Trade in Post also
stock quite a variety of other items of
CPC hardware. In fact I even bought s
modulator (gold dust) from them a fev
months ago.

AA to bloe the lid on Fenxines.

Look out_for the June edition of Amstrad
Action. It should be running a feature
on the CPC fanzines. Hopefully Presto
News will be included in this article, so
no longer will PN be the best kept
secret since Rush, You see, you've never
heard of them, That's because it is e
vell kept secret.

Among the other fanzines that should be
incuded are Print-out, AOK, Playmates,
Artificial Intelhgence and CPC Domain.,
Ir yln%Umy ar dest not to be cynxcal
here, I the only person thinking
that the bulk of this article will be
devoted to the vsual Scully-pluggin
fashion that we have come to expec
from AA?
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The SHALL ADs section.

.Where YoU can place a free private advert,

FOR SALE: RAM MUSIC MACHINE, including midi leads and softweare., £25.00

WANTED: 256k SILICON DISC, will pay £20,

WANTED: ROM BOX, will pay £5.

WANTED: PROTEXT end ROMDOS Roms, will pay £8. esch.

WANTED: BLANK 3" DISCS, will pay 7?0p each, (New or vused.)

WANTED: BLANR 3,5" DISCS, will pay 15p each. (New only.)

WANTED: 2 in | FILE TRANSFER SOFTWARE, vill pay £8.

WANTED: MOUSE OR TRACKER BALL and INTERFACE, will pay £15.

All enquiries to Presto, 1 Pembroke Close, The Mount, Par, Cornwall, PL24 2BT

WANTED: ROMBO VIDI DIGITISER. David Long, 47 Hilton Avenve, Hsll Green,

private ad to.the vsval Presto address. ..

i

Yorkic PD.

11 Becelmvood Quguue.
Albanrs. herts.
AL1 4XP

Over 40 selections of
y Ausirad Publie
. %ao&ain Software.

Ger a bite of Yorkie
GODAY!Y

Librarian: D.York.

Birmingham, B28 OPE.

eI pgl) caddress

‘ ddv‘_evrfis_ing ‘Rates, -

Classified: Free,
1/¢ page: £1.00
1/2 page: £2.00
Full page: £4.00
Back cover: £5.00

Centre pages: £6.00 |
For all-enquiries, Tel

. (0726) 813084

Please. include your

can be

I was extremely surprised st the
?vahtf of the };‘r_esto catelogve, In
fact 1 am ordering two sides for
instant reviev in AI' With so many new
libraries making no contribution to the
CPC scene by iust co %g other
libraries - exactz, OON THEM DO
IT. Them ones that ask for your
librery end give nothing in return!) it
1s nice to see someone putting some
effort into e library, Reep up the
ggxte literally PD-tastic work, mate.
closed are two copies of AI, I hope
you enjoy them. There is no reason
vhy the two magazines shovuld be
breasking down into street bravling,

Smoke me a8 kipper, I'll be back for
breakfast.

Tim Blackbond. Ed. Artificial
Intelligence Fanzine,

Matt: Thanks for the praise Tim, I am
glad that ve can be friendly rivals, It
vould be very childish to have a feud.
Are you listemning AS and RF? Don't
vorry sbout me giving away my libr

to some wastrel, al] the If ies tha
I swap with swap vith me on @ ome for
one basis, This is quite handy as I an

one of the larger 11 ies of those I
svap vith, so I can call the shots
even mare, As far YW revieving Presto
discs in Artificial Intelligence, feel
free to reviev the omes you've
ordered. I will also send you some
other stuff for review that you
ly haven't seen befare.

Please find enclosed cheque for six
gmd for a six month subscription to

resto News. It is very good,
egsg:ecxallg the layovt of the pictures
vith the text around it. Was the piccie
of the GX4009 taken on your kitchen
floor or something?

Graeme Chesser (Scull SL)

Thanks for the suvbscription and the
praise Graeme. The pxcc;{'of the GX
vasn't taken on the floor in the
kitchen. I did want to do this but
those carrier bags that alvﬂts Sseem to
congregate arovnd the rubbish bin

guse you can't be bothered to take
the rubbish out kept getting in the
vay.

Letters Page.

(/ Rhere your probleas can be shared ond gour wiews

»

I heve Jjust ardered your Precta PD
disc 26 (adventuvres 2), is very
go00d, but there is one file on the disc
which doesn't seem to do snything. This
file is called PART2 BAS It doesn™ seem
to do anything except make the disc
drive not work. I hope this isn't some
sort of virus,

James, Essex,

Don't warry James can rest easil
PART2 BAS 'is jost the 1ittle prosso)
that lets me vse the 2nd 49 tracks of
my 86 track 3.5" discs that all the PD
is stared an, Usvally, I try not to y
it anto les' arders but occasionally
ane slips ugh. There is absolutely
no va&,cthet You can get a virus on
lour . They are really confined to
he 16/32 bit machines. Have a %god
laugh, and be ﬁéad that you've stuck
vith yoor CPC, Let®

s face it, you knovw
it make sense,

Thanks for the cogy of Presto News, it
1s very good content wise, Hovever I

ink you covld maeke a few improvements
to the layout,

Why don't you produce the fanzine on a
Mac or a PC vsing a laser printer, This
vill give the whole thing an air of
professionalism. If you don't have
access to a laser printer, I vould be
gled to help, as ve have one in our
office.

Geoff Tate.
Middlesex.

Thanks for the svggestions Geoff,
though it is a bit che of zou tao saz
that PN looks rough. In fact, I'll le
you into a secret. Presto News is

iced entirely on an G%486 SMhz PC
running Wordperfect v5.1, Corel Drav
v2@ and Aldus Pegemaker, all vnder
@indows 3. I have tveaked each program
individually to make the cutput seem as
though it has come from a CPC and a
chea{’ 9 pin insteed of the Canon 104
sheets per minute laser printer that I
have in my s

Seriovsly though, the whole point is
that it is produced entirely on a CPC
using PD Software. I ho&e the new
la gains your spproval though.



MERLE’S DEMO PACGE.

SURAIGNT FRON VLR CLORSE'S AU,

Our regular opportunity to let other PD librarians heve their say.

Ignare the obvious,

When I vas asked to do this
column on multi-part demos
obvious ones came to mind, Th
vere THE DEMO, The
Y80 Demo_and The
Terrific :

Demo. So, on this page, I @
von't reviev any of these, i
but instead I will
introduce you to a number

Andromeda's Vorspann s little
heavily, Overall 65%

ist Demo.

By Eeule
Originally from Demo FD.

This demo is a bit of a

of multi-part demos you may » . ® difsapgomtmen_t. Most parts
of 1

not have heard of before.
Bitmap Vendals.

By LDC and OBI
Originslly from Demon PD,

vhole side of the disc I
recieved it on. It gives s BEEATX
right from t
its m.esselg

the disc, Into the demo, and
¥ov vill see that it js b
er the best demo that L
hss ever done, This maev be
due to help by the other

‘the minin
Red:Dwar

USIRess,

B

I'm hgrevt : ;
nev. demo column “in
Presto News, This is [
This demo takes vp the BERILATRLCRLLWRS
I've had ;since.I

. 2d out of
professmnag imixression vizard's school for

e s

0 wT'1

h
art vith R T-RI LESUUSIE | icking drums.
e vhen you CAT BISDEERELLA1T] 0 respogsible for the demos

are simple Mode &
screens with scrollies, The
saving graces sre the the

'm Merle, -and music, vhich can be quite
te the

go,odé,and the rock bend
i

on,

This part features a
rendition of Surfin'USA

cpmglete vith flashing
lights, nodding heads an
is slone is

spgceship

_hape

overall score of 46%

fare better in-this W Demo
job, Anyway, down to. Tiuslunt ’

RN By Asterix and Elmsoft,

Bitmep Vandals, in KEMEVSCIIENLITER Originally fron Scull SL.

perticular
sccomplice, OB,

The demo kicks off with an excellent
tune, sccompanied bz'a rasters which
go n opposite directions. On pressing
PACE, you go into the next part, This,
at first is 8 screen accompanied by
music which The LDC has hacked from
Robocop 2, Don't worry, this demo is
perfectly legal ss the coders have
obtained permission from Ocean to use
the tune. On pressing SPACE again the
music stops and 8 set of rasters and o
scroll created vsing Vorspann appesr,
This is stenderd fare for Vorspsnn
demos ., Pressing the bar once again we
are greeted by a remixed version of
Weee's music from the Merlyn III demo.
While this is playing a picture of a
Lotus Esprit winks its headlights st
you, After this there is another simple
animetion with the Weee music,

On pressing space qnce again we are
greeted vith the main greetings, This
1s done vsing Vorspann once g ain,
After this comes snother greefings
scrolly, this time with some very good
music. Finally there is one more
Vorspann demo and then the credits,

Overall this demo does have it's
moments, but some of the sections are

AN ERPN of moulti-part demos, *

. By far the most
professional demo revieved here. This
one has got it all. Options for English
or German, colour or green screen
start the demo vhich proceeds to’kick
in with sn ama_zm%hmultxcoloqr raster
dx,s;l:)lay. Folloving This is a big scrolly
vith bouncy stick-men. On %ressuxg
SPACE ve are treated to the best bit,
This section features split rasters,
Pseudo rasters, brilliant music and an
overscan screen and scrolly that
doesn't meke a modulator go mono,

This part has 8 few surprises, Firstly
you can alter the rssters in the
scrolly, you can slso change the
scrolly’s height. The next surprise is
the greets. Instead of sitting throvgh
8ll of them, they sre selected with s
separate demo which allocates each
greet 8 different key, Each greet is
accompanied by excellent mosic,

This demo is a must for sll demo
collectors. It reslly must be commended
for the last part which overcomes the
annoymg mono modulastor problems., This
vas pro ablg becavuse the writer Asterix
uses an MPZ2 himself, A classic_in our
time? Well, not exactly, but definitely
enovgh to warrant 85% Mer]
erle,

very simplei and it does rely on

open op the librery
to everyone once
again, However, for the
moment, things will have to stay
as they sare.

Befare we start.

Aha I hear you all cry,
a nev colomn in Presto
News, end one that I
plan to make a
reguler feature of, I
first thought of it after I
had read throvgh the first
issve of Presto News, and I
Tt toa i b et 8 Tad biased?
ood, bot isn't i ; ? , .
?es, I am prepared to admit that all | Presto’s opinion.
the plugs t%re%resto PD in issve | did ] )
have algl the subtlety of a melon, so | There was a time, not so long ago, in
for issye 2 I decided to get s few | the world of CPC PD that fhe word
other PD librerisns on side and get L wvas considered to be a swear
them to plug their libraries as well. So | wvord. This mainly was due to the fact
here goes. that Alen Scully seemed to be doing an
awful lot; getting regqrts in AA nearly
SCOLL 4L, ever‘{.mongh, lavnching CPC Domain,
Librarian: Graeme Chesser. starting his owvn non PD
business etc. All this led many peotsle
The aims of Scull SL (Softwere Librarj!) to believe that Alen was raking in the
are simple - to provide CPC users with | money, at everyone elses expense s, Jhis
quality public domain software WITHOUT | tends to go sgainst the fabled "True
making a profit and to help support | spirit of PD.® Looking at this more
the Amstrad CPC and keep it slive for | objectively though, Eherhegs much of the
many years to come. animosity between other PD figures and
desii B | Arcar all BT o e
i ies decide to er all, Scu " 3
vagagg E&mgeggslglv?&np&e CPC market, | largest (191 double sided collections.)
many users of this great machine also | libraries in the UK and other libraries
give up anczhgo out antd hbvﬁ‘ t{xhe latest | do not like to be ovtdone.
wi ames at ha e price
ggmgoéemachin% itself. This is where | Now thet Graeme Chesser has taken over
Scull SL comes in. We want to stop| from Alen, most libraries heve dropped
people from wasting their money on | their grievances and given Scull
inferior machines and to keep the | another chance. The PD buying public
existing Amstrad fans from meking the h?ve algaeyns :ngo:gxd tlhita;\xt:arcvto }(xjee\;el
i i . alvays be : )
FESE S SRS witlll,: a%% h‘lghve a vemegbsgv(eoh&n tgg
i ut in the PD scene | quali . The average yer
xI"uz{zlxrl‘;gt aStsax:atleldliobrez‘y called 3DPD. I | street has never had eny cause for a
did this because I enjoy using my CPC | beef with chll‘, so why should all the
and I'm on it non stop, sa I thought | other libraries? Who knows? All I can
“what the hell, let's give this PD lark | say is thaet you have heard it from the
a try." Some time in februvary I| horse's mouth, and it sounds pretty
réeé:iteved iAaApllcg'zxega}"l t{x‘om é\lan ggvérl% good doesn't it.
itor of Amstrad Action. Oops
bDanain_- Ed.) He sg‘i;d tha% hhe vas vdegs Reccammended arders.
usy in vniversity and he nee L
somgone to ron chll_ SL for him, I | ART 5 - The best piccies ever.
R Teroseoongs Apo. mmediately bIpTLed | G 6 - Grve ss 8 oere, moaie ptek
icroseconds and immediately blurte = '
'oa;‘érasgf "YES!", end thet's how I ceme | ADV 3 - Eve of Shadows, Lost Phirious,
fo drop JDPD end take over Scull.

If you want some mare information
-, about Scull SL, just send me 8
stamped, self addressed envelope at
he address below end I vill be most
happy to help you.

software

‘Ijt is Ghard to cP_oosef 4 ﬁi?nthlg"f‘vsl?
e moment Scull is only open to CPC | drop Graeme a line for a

%gmtgin svbscribers, but I find this | details, He's a really nice chap and I
very unfair, after all, not everyone | wvish him the best on opening up the
can afford a suvbscription and so are | library to all and sundry.

left out in the cold, At the moment I -
plan to get Alan Scully's permission to ‘




Consoles &

Cartridges.

The lstest from the Plos and GX4MM scene and moch more,

Games to avoid.

Despite the emezing quality of e select
few cartridge games, there have been
quite a number of duffers, Many of
these have been converted from
original CPC versions vith few
enhancements to make use of the
avesome pover of the ASIC chip. In this
iscue, we will sort out the games that
are best left alone,

Tin Tin on the Moon hes to be one of
the worst games available on cartridge.
It looks end @lays ex,actlinthe same as
the original CPC version, fact it is,
and thel was rubbish too.

Dick Tracey, surprisingly isn't a
conversion Jjob, it looks very pretty
but is just a little bit awful in the
gameplay stekes. The sprites are slow
and jerky, a little like the plot of the
original film.

Barbarian 2 vas slready available on
budget cassette when this, an exact
replica vas released. It's 8 fau‘l,¥
good hack and slash type game, but 1
you went it, get it on tape for £3.99
and save yourself £2190.

Batman the Movie also suffers from the
"lets make lots of money by
re-releasing a budget game on cart end
see vhich suckers buy it' syndrome.,
This also is a very good game, but
there is nothing to stop you buying it
on buvdget tape.

I sinperelg hope that you svoid the
cartridge formats of these games like
ﬁm vould a dose of bubonic plague.

ere are other rip off jobs currently
gvailable on cartridge, My advice is to
check the screen shots on the reverse
of the box, end if they look like the
ggg't have any extra features, DON'

Another Presto first!l!

Presto PD and Presto News is proud to
be the first to tell you sbout en
exciting new prospect for sll cartridge
users, vYes, In the spirit of offeru%a
the vitimste service for sll your C

needs, Presto is launching a CARTRIDGE
SWAPPING LIBRARY. This will allow
cartridge vsers to exchan?e their
cartridges for a limited time for other

cartridges.
The whole thing works like this...

First% you send your cartridge to the
usval Presto address slong with cash,
cheque or posta] order for £1.50 to

cover administration fees. With this,
you should provide a list of your

requests for the cart / carts that you .

want to borrov. You should put 4
requests as some cartridges may be @
little hard to find, or maybe just too
popular. The term which you lend your

cart for is approximately a month.

Once you have sent your cart, you
should then recieve one of the carts
that you requested. You are expected to
keep this certridge for @ month also,
after which, you return it to Presto.
All carts are clesred through Presto
and no certs vill be retuvrned to their
ovner unless they have returned all
borroved certs first, If you do not
return the cart ve will get very
annoyed, you will be blacklisted from
Presfo and other PD libraries, end you
won't get your original cart back. The
original owner is slso entitled to take
tlaegl?l action to get his / her cart
ack.

Hopefully there are no such
vnscrupulous people about and the
cartridge library will help all those
people dying to get their hands on
cartridge software, but have been let
down by the high street shops.

To be of further assistance to
cartridge ovners, anl&gne trying to sell
carts can have a F advert in these
pages, the only monthlé column
de l_cafed to the Amstrad Cartridge
machines.

Anyone vanting further information
sbout the cartridge swapping library or
the free ad service should write to the
vsvel address vith an SAE and they vill
be given further details.

Beware Maverick Joystick owners.

Don't be tempted to plug the 2 leads of
zour Maverick into your CPC and GX at
he same time. I did while both were
switched on. Once I flicked the switch
the GX blew up completely end the CPC
had to have nearly £76 vorth of
repairs done. Matt,

BLIP co0aBhilPaooaBblPaaaa

S0, YOUVE JUST GOT INTQ DTP, you've
got @ copy of Powerpage fr
and you've created your
page. Let's face it, it is
isn't it? That is becavse you haven't

got any pictures.

What you need is some cl
vhere do you get it from
couvld get it from
Microsystems and pay over a8 t
s covple of discs of i
contact your friendly

D library. PD

libraries vith a good selection of cliﬁs
gre Demon, Presto, Robot ano Scull, The
quality of this stuff is sll as good as
gou would get commercially, Much of it
as been imported from Europe, or
converted from digitised screens.

I would guess that there are about
2000 pieces of clip-art currently doing
the rounds in the PD libraries, It is
something you can't have enough of, so
get ordering some nov.

wcut out,...1

2 free selections of
clip-art grom Presto

Use this voucher and
save 507




ADDICT ION TO
SOFTWARE: THE
HORRIFY ING TRUTH.

As the CPC Public Domain scene expands,

V4

so does the risk from one of

the greatest threats to the minds of the nation’s youth.
Once again seeking out the exclusives, Presto News brings you the full
nightmare story of these poor thousands of tortured souls.

PD sells, bot vho's boying?

The majority of victims of this cruvel
likely to be msle,

gddiction sre
etveen the ages
f 12 end 28, PD
ddiction is
articularly

preve lan t in yoxmg
people as the
adolescent brain

bet
0
8
P

provides 8 much
more comfortsble
nestm? place for
its evi

The unfortunsate
addict is st first
vnavare of vhat is
hsppening to him
or her, S/he
thinks that s/he
has found 8 brand
nev hobby to get
stuck into, little

hey know thst
thexr psyche is
being eaten avsy
by an insatisble
lust for nev PD
software.

PD kills, so vho's
dying.

Once the addiction
has taken & grip
the victim is lef
8 quivering wreck
a mere shsdow o
his or her fomer

self, who's
emotions hinge on
vhether or not

strange brown
;Cacka es arrive
hroutg the door.
Even velly, the
victim's speech
vill become
incoherent to sll
Non PD-ers, As the
mind deteriorates
so does the bady,

green glow of th

R
Spot the symptoms.

. Intense excitement when post is
delivered.

2. Nervousness and agitation if 'kept
away from their CPC for fong
periods of time.

3. Uliolent mood swings,
when the words
Software’ are uttered.

especially
‘Commercial

4. Depression when no post is
delivered to them.

9. Screams of excitement from
behind bedroem doeors when
packages are delivered.

6. Letters start arriving in Jiffy
bags.

retract into {
head, the sk 1n
becomes pale and

eventuql y grey.
Death is 8 slov
process,

Is there a cure?

So_far, doctors
mBmtam Japan
and the US A have
been working non
stop to help ssve
the lwes of PD
softwere's many
victims. So far,
none of the
gttempts heve been
successful

Bein
addiction, rather
then a Phy51cal
one, the victim

must fxr‘st wvant to |

This is
he Broblem
lies. CPC is s0
good that the
s{xchm dogsn't want
0 give it up

is oblxvxovs fo the
affects that t

stoff is heving on
his/her body.

Many J»arents have
foun that their
vnfortunste
offspring have
responded to
positive
encouragement, If
an interest is
expressed in whst
the child is doing,
meals and vitamins
can be slipped in.
Matt.

give U©
vhere

a mental |

as the victim spend somuch time in the !
e CPC monitor, s/he
comes to suffer from radistion sxckness
as wvell as malnutmtxon The e

‘The program really does live u

THE BEsST PL 06

TOUG o

e take a look at the best PD progs in a particular field. This month
the best graphical programs are singled out.

Another broken promise.

In the last issve's THE BEST PD IN TOUN'
festure I promised you that this week
ve would round up the best serious
software, I was soon to find out that
this was foohsh After all, where do
you start? Also, when 1 listed the best
px‘o ams, most of them were graphical

his month we have a somewha
artxstxc feel to the colomn.

Powerpage v1.3
Originslly from Robot FD.

Not only is thls the best &)Caphxcal
program, it is also the best

domam progr‘am full stop. It could
easil fass for an expensive
commerma peckage, yet suthor Richard
Fairhurst has most kindly donated it to
the public domam rather than mske his
millions with it

If you have been on Mars for g while,
you won't already know that it is s
desktop publishing program, nay, svite
of programs which manages to see off
all the competition including PM Deluxe,
Advanced TP, Edition | and PM* The
program s strengt h lies in it's high
degree of compatabxlxtY vith other
g{ograns both blic domain and

e commercial world. ot simply, you

. can import %st gbout anything into

Poverpage., Standard screens, Stop
Press competable clip-art, standard
fonts, Stop Press big fonts, ASCII text
vith an option for embedded style
codes and much more.

to its
its name. It certainly is s POWERful
PAGEmaker In fact, this entu‘e
magazine was produced usmg it. Now i
that isn't proof enough, you probabl¥
require % good clubbing with a blun
ins nt.

Mini Print Shop.
Originally from Robot PD.

If Povex;page vas responsxble for the
layout issve 2, then Mini Print Shop
vas responsible for most of the
graphics in issve 1, It is an extremely
good progrem that lets you design
screens using two headline fonts and
over 208 pieces of small clip-art.
These can then be pnnted or saved

Most impressive resuvlts can be obtained

by losding the screens into an art

ﬁckage, or into a DTP like Poverpai
e program is not over user friend z
but once vyou've got the hang of

you really will vonder what you d1c§
vithout it.

GPaint vi.42e
Originally from Robot PD.

Robot PD seem to have the ed e vhen xt
comes to graphical programs

This art packege vas trens eted by
librarian Richerd (that name sounds
femiliar) Fairhurst, although some of
the menus are tmevmdebly still in the
native Germsn. This isn't much of s
problem as there are pictorial icons to
point your little arrow at so
everything is fairly straight forward.

So, what can GPaint do then? Well, jost
aboot anything except make a cop of
tea. It allows painting in all modes,
vsing editable fills and brushes. It
uses stenderd screen files that GPaint
doesn't need o separete pallerte file
for. This mskes loading mode 2 screens
mto Powerpage really easy. Alloving you
to make changes to a Powerpage

gh thet PP isn't quite subtle enough

All the usval art fackage features are
there mcudmg , circle, b erase,
tgraycan etc. as vell as & fev eatures
t come in handy such as simple disc
vtxhtxes, a selection of proportionsl
on s, Iatterned fills and magnifying
gass GPaint is only beaten
y Advanced Art Studio, and 1
that a fair ron for its money

Mconvert
Origin: Unknown.

This is probably one of the most vseful
little ograms you are likely to fmd,
even ?h it only takes up lk.

allows multiface vsers to convert
multiface screens to stasndard ones
which cen then be loaded into an art
package end printed or messed about
with, ndless fon cen be had defacing
ame loading screens in this menner.
aint moustaches on everyone! -
. mate.,

gives °



r ﬁ!f PRESTO PD t ! BRA Ry Disc No. | Title Some of the programs on the disc, or a description.
647‘4 toca; Sammdky 9 Utilities 3 Gpaint, Anti Multiface, Protext demo (+ patches),
& 19 Utilities 4 Labelbase, Telephone cost, Car origins...
%% g% ties 5 gwergggse 2; Basxcd+, loads oftfox; sa..”.
: ; ; i ce verything you need 1n & computerised office.
The part of the magazne where al owr ciams to impartiafty fai 3 BiscDtilities | Tl difectory of disc “gﬁg?es-g ki
i i es antasy Ma er, Pover assembler, Rambase 3...
DU the anUSK]e and we get on down 10 some Serious PRgs for 39 Utilities ? Benner Mm_xzx,g. Create big banners. Incudes fonts.
Presto PD. 49 Utilities 8 Diary, Edition 1 DTP (includes fonts)..,
g 45 Otilities 9 Robot PD Animator, Pagemsker Plus,,. .
gg g{, % es %%5 %.w.?rl‘w%'sls&te o{ 1s¢ agd lefclélxlngkutxlxtles.
i i i ipti - es spell, Pavl Dwerryhouse's Spe ecker,
Disc No, | Title Some of the programs on the disc, or a description. 95 Utilities 12 Alyesa’ Flik B-ASfC ¢ bop Plgsses), s
192 Tiny DTP A shareware DTP.
6 ames 193 PD Planner A spreadsheet program by P. Dwerrvyhouse,
. 2
(]
! Games | Box Clever, Croco Magneto, Total Eclipse Trainer... ShdeSAOWS'
2 Games 2 Drehdriss, Space Froggy, Firefox, Whack Attack... | . . . L .
13 Gemes 3 AA Tetris, Timebomb ancyi loads more BASIC gemes. 27 Amiga Graphics 2| David Carter's second collection of digitisations
14 Gemes 4 Amstrad vs Sinclair, Kill 'em all... 28 Amiga Graphics 2| from the commodore Amiga. . _
38 Gemes 5 Polish Tetris, Wipeout, Dotman, Tanx.., 29 Amiga Graphics || The first of the Amigs Graphics series.
49 Games 6 Forcefield, If.alian Campaign, Merlin, Scebby... 30 Amiga Graphics 1| Side 2 of A,G. 1, )
58 Tetris Every PD version of Tetris on the CPC, 31 Slideshow | Penguin Software's TV Loaos,selectwn.
62 Games 7 Mac 2, Tennis, Soccer Management Sim demo... 32 Slideshov 2 Digital Women (clean) and Pic.
67 Crosswords 200k crossvord compiler by K. Mortimer, 33 Slideshov 3 Pics from the Manchester Amstrad User Group.
68 Board Games Also by K Mortimer, 43 Slideshov 4 MPD Pix 1. Hend drawn pictures.
69 Games 8 aider, Space Storm, Red Ore 2, Postman... 44 Slideshovw MPD Pix 1, Side 2,
0 Games 9 Krazy Chaser, Mastermind, 464 boerd games, 77 Slideshov 6 Presto's Star Trek slideshow,
73 Gemes 19 Galexians, Rolend, Sun Crosswords, Gribbet... 78 Slideshow ? Presto s,Nexghbours slideshow,
75 Games 11 3D Priz, Pirates, Lucky Sqeres... 81 Slideshow 8 Demon Slideshow. |
76 Games 12 Data PD Soccer Management game, more BASIC games. 82 Slideshov 9 Demon Slideshow side 2.
99 CP/M Games Games for CP/M only. Tornado, Guatris, Pacman... 85 Slideshow 19 Fractals slideshov, )
191 Gemes 13 Give us a break, Give us 8 music break, 93 Slideshov 11 David Carter and Tim Blackbond hend drewn pics,
94 Slideshow 12 Nullos Cracker Rock-Show,
44 { 105 Slideshow 13 Digi Vidi 2008, Digitised from TV shovs.
veantrures. 106 Slideshov 14 The best hand drawn artwork ever. By anon,
15 CPM sdventures| Island, Bese, Holiday 1,2 & 3 108 Zitethor 1 | e L e
adventures| Island, Baese, Holids ' eshov strad caricatures slideshov.
19 Adventures | | Conch, Dick Ed, Quesl $ommer camp, Dungeons of hell 112 Slideshow 17 Turtlemuck, A hilerious mickey tske of the turtles
26 Adventures 2 | Death, Doom, Spacey _tﬂellada end more Simon Avery.
41 Adventures 3 |Castle, Crazy, The Ring, Darkmess, Simsoft promo... De’nos
47 Adventures 4 |Eve of Shadows. (vhole side graphic adventure.) . .
48 Adventures 5 |Csve of the Bev Bews, Quad X, Escape, The Race... L ) L
50 Adventures 6 | Storm Mountain, Lost Shadow, Talisman demo... 12 Demos | Black Mission 3, Crackers fight, Violin...
55 Adventures ? |Advlt 2 & 3, Firestone, Jason and more S.Avery. 42 Demos 2 Vor‘sgann.demo maker Lvmberfack Hob&Gobl ...
56 Adventures 8 |Cacodemon, Secrets of Ur, Largo Grenn... 5l Demos 3 BMC Saurian Cogy?ar‘fy, PCI512, Beat...
57 Adventures 9 |Lost Phirous Trilogy by vidipix, . 99 Demos 4 The Yao demo. Full side of disc.
66 Adventures {0 | Geno (massive) and 5nce a Knight is Enough, 61 . Demos 5 Lﬁgonm%stem Revolution, Tom&Jerry meets Kreator..
99 Adventures 11 | The Coin, Orkon, Rougue Midget, Midworld... A Demos 6 THE DEMO by LOGON SYSTEM, The best Demo ever,
92 Adventures 12 | Hoot, Treasure, Eidnapped, Kevenge demo... 22 Demos 7 THE DEMO side 2.(128k only) _
74 Demos 8 McPaddy, Merlyn II1I, Crash, Dxtéu Demo, CRTC 3.
c, ’ _4 {. 79 Demos 9 Four enimations from David Car er.(;Zék only)
lp M, - 80 Demos 19 Three more 128k snimations from David Carter,
5 Clips 1 Stop Press / P format clip-ert 8 Demos 12 g T T Rt S
ips 0 ess / Poverpage formst clip-art. emos evle ist demo, Bart Simpson, Spoc irks .
8 Clips 2 And 8g8in. e P 9 Demos 13 Cockteil shaker, Iron Bidon, Rebound demo. ..
? Clips 3 And again. 110 Demos 14 Twvinblast multi-part demo, Sem Fox (Clean).
8 Clips 4 And again. i Demos 15 Bitmep Vendals multi-part by OBI and LDC.
17 Clips 5 And sgsin, . .
18 Clips 6 Stop Press format and clips from Printmaster, cp M
47 Clips 7 Stop Press / Powerpage format clip-art.
[
24 CP/M 1| Newsweep, Poor men's spell check, Z5M, Calendsar...
S erious. gg %P/?chzw XDE, A{xdtybase, Food in\ientory an3 ggrgr: ) daid
o or complete progremming lengvage. 3. ive needed,
3 Utilities | Rambase 2, Screen Squeeze 23, Mini Print Shop... 97 Printmaster A u%rﬁit( or%\aking S';cardgt,’ gostgrs etc, Not
4 Utilities 2 | The rest of Mini Print Shop. 98 Printmaster WYSIWYG though. Complete with clip-art,




Disc No. [Title Some of the programs on the disc, or a description.
100 CPM 3 CPC to PQW end PC trensfers,..
]
Other things,

i Chests Loads of gokes and a multxfacedpoke lister,

i6 Miscellaneous 1 | Just about everything you could imagine.

el Diversions IQ test, Jokes, Elxza Welsh tour guide..

22 Mini Demos CRTC mosxc, Paolo's ags, More IC demos.

25 WAVE pnce list |WAVE's price list on a disc.Plus NSWP to uvnsqueeze
34 Advenced Art Pictures, fills, brushes for Advanced Art Studio.
36 Music 8 Education | Musical and educational pro

2 Computext

Miscellaneous 2
Mini Demos 2

A teletext like computer tulo Y LDC.
More misc programs. Meny grap!uca
LDCs collection of mini demos.

63 MPD Megemix Not very full. Some pokes and short programs,

64 MPD Megamix Side 2 of MPD Software S megamix

65 MPD Printer Another not very full disc from MPD. Printer utils.
83 D1 The famous PD discs from David Wild. Including
84 w2 DESE, the WIMP system,

104 Mini Demos 3 Loads of mini demos chained by LDC,

169 Miscellaneous 3 | Loads of Amstrad Action Type ins.

TNE COMPLETE PRESTO PD

SERVICE.

Teke a look at what is offered by Presto PD, and youll know
that it makes sense.

Large selection

Rs you have just seen,
far more choice

the Presto PD Llibrary is big. This gives you
when it comes to choosing your PD.

{ dey repy guarantee.

Providing that your postage and return postage is first class, Presto PO
guarantees that your PD will be returned within 7 days. If it is late,

you will be compensated with a free selection of PD for every day

that your package is late.
35" dscs that everyone can use.

Using MSB00 means that anyone with a 3.5° drive can use our 3.5° PO.

1st Prize.

A three month Presto News subscription.
5 Free selections from Presto FD.
2 Commercial games.

2nd Prize.

A free copy of Presto News.
2 Free selections from Presto PD

A commercial game.

A11 other correct
entries.

- A free selection from Presto PD.

The Question!

Contrary to pvlar belief Presto FD
and resto evs do no t fake t heir
names from s sxzpemar ket . They are in
fact, named ter an albvm by the
editor's favourite rock band

The questwn is...
a) What is the name of the rock band?

. .b) Are they..American?
Br

itish?
Canadian?
French?
Brazilian?

Send your answers to the Usual address
before the 20th July |

### Please note. PD Librarians can not
enter this competition. You'll have
to svap vith Presto to get free PD.

&P ITIN 23

This man is happy!

Be is happy because
he is a z

- cenlzibutezr Lo Freste
Heus

Jon could ba this
happy Les!

I Presto News needs regular

contrbutors of articies. Anybody
wanting to contribute can
send their article as a

compiete Powerpage file or on |

paper. Al articles will be
rewarded with selections from
the Presto PD tbrary.  Sorry,
| can not pay money for
articles, but I'm sure that
writing one will make you
happy. It worked for him,

why not you?




TOE EOEDAD . SP 1GER

Bow did T start?

1 got my CPC 6128 in the
Christmas of 1986, I
remember the first thin
I tried to do was los
the games discs that
came with the computer.
They were the sort that
vere loaded by typing
icpm. I couldn't for the
life of me_find the |
character. In the end I
found it by accident. You
vill discover most things
about your CPC when you
are not particularly
looking for them.

PD Encomters,

My first encounter vith a PD librar‘(y’
PD. I wrote to them an

was with Robot

cent a tape and & postal order.
5 days my tape was returned, I then
and this one
fook sbout 2 weeks to return. The more
it seemed to
sent off_altepe, and

ordered snother tape,

I ordered the longer
arrive, One day I

9 months later it stil hadn't | know, but_are they difficolt or what! -
retorned. 1 sent off enother tape and | Ed,) and 1 thou?h{ “Cor, hov did he do
there vas no sign of is either. Even | that?" Een told me that they were
if Richard Fairhurst returned mz tepes | written with The PA M. (Prof fesional
right now, he wouldn't be able to cash | Adventure Writer) I bought this program
the cheques, and postal rates have | and I found it really heavy going at -
gone up twice since then. gg‘st, !iutbnw it is, t?tblt easier. Since
, . en ave written many many
Getting back to the point, on these | adventures using the P.AMW and the
missing tepes, I had sent some of the | G.A.C, Matt has quite 8 few of them in
programs vhich I had written with the | the Presto PD Library. If you van't to
intention of donating them to the | find ovt mare gbout them wgy not order
public domain., The first proggy I ev my regv‘lar‘ column on

wrote was a
ORE.

While the strange cage of the missin
tapes vas gomg on, I decided to sen
] to other libraries.
Readm? through 8 copy of ACU R.IFP -
Ed.) T foynd details o
libreries. These were DPD
Softvare) and

some of my P

Penguin
Unfortunately nobody
address, I

vho vas no

Jve beent writing softuare |RANe it a few days later.
for the PD'scene for'a ") Many other libraries
while nowkhy - did 1_stat including Presto got my
Houw did 1. start? All these. Yrogrgms from the Data
questions-and aare-{that. ibrarian Tony Kingsmill,
I havenr't-thought -0 ge (Err, no I didn't. I got
wilt-be-ansuered: in-tni them mostly from Danlel
edition_af PRESTO-NERS, == York of Yorkie PD - Ed.
VLT STAY TUNED!

to a few other libraries

SRS vut Data PD have probably
cgot the most as they are
he key distributors of
my programs.

The Posh,

The man who really gave
me "The Push" so to spesk
vas K.N.Bond from Leeds

This is probably as near
a likeness to_me as ?ou'll
get on any clp art!f!

er
choot em up called RED

tried everywhere,
ACU, who told me to phone Al
help either. It
hopeless, so_I sent all m

vho has written loads of adv,entug_es
for homegrown snd PD sources, including
The Island, The Base, The Spiro Legacy
and some others that I can't seem to
remember, He was o!‘ferm? free copies
of hig PD games The I? and aend The
Base in ACU, so I wrote to him and
asked for a copy. He sent them to_me
end I discovered that they were CP/M
adventures. They were very good (I

Within

some y or read ]

adventuring in Artificial Intelligence.

Ednomd's gemes.

Presto PD has a load of Edmund Spicer
. games within its vast stock list. Some
f 2 other | of the best are listed belov,

Now called

Data,.| Adventures...
knew DPD's .
asked | Holidey 1,2 & 3. (For CP/M)
an Scully, | Minette (For

M
was | The Well (Graphic adventure.)
PD to Data | The Ring (Grephic adventure.)

PD (Also R.LP - Ed.) end there got to Cave of the Bew Bevws (Graphic
be @ regular pattern. 1 would send him adventure.)

a disc vith some of my progrems on it,

and he would return my disc with more PN

I have sent my ?rogrems :
r

-these

Amiga Grephics 1 & 2

- There are absoiutelu loads

{. All the screens are

By David Cart A

y David Carter. i i i 3

By {aimally from Penguin of . shdeshqw discs in the

Softvare. public domain. We put them TV Logos.

These 2 discs were By David Carter and
T eed in issve 1. All o the fest Richerd Fairhorst,

the pictures vere vidi | i Originally from
digitised from graphics on the | Penguin Softvare.

Commodore Amiga. As with all vidi . s . )
digitised pictures, the quality is | A mixed bag slideshov this ome, it
superb. Some of the screens are famous | features mostly traced images from the

;laictures that vere seen around the
aunch of the Amiga )
cepabilities, such as Lisa an
Tutankhamen, Other screens includin
all of Amiga Graphics 2 were digitise
from Amiga PD sources, All screens are
in Mode { and squeezed.

MPD Pix 1.

By Martin Elliott.
Originslly from MPD Softweare.

These {aictur_es were all hand drawn by
MPD's librarien with his light pen. The
sub{ect matter is to the greater part
abstract end the pictures are not
%artxcularly stunning. They are in Mode
g Sgnd uncompressed.

'

Digi Women snd Pic.

Imported by R Fairhurst,
Originally from Robot PD.

The.digi vomen slideshow at one_time
took up a whole side of 8 disc,
hovever in the interests of decency
and as not to deprive everyone from
the rest, the X rated pictures were
To fill the gsp there 1s &
smaller slideshow of cartoons called
‘pic' The quality of both slideshovs 1s
excellent. Note thet in some libraries
slideshows sre distributed

separately, All screens are digitised in
g}gge and are squeezed,

Star Trek (The Next Generation.)

By Matthew Gullam
Originally from Presto PD.

This slideshow features what I believe
to be the best Yrogramne on TV. The
pictures are all high quality vidi
digitised screens from the hit sci-fi
TV show. All zovr favourite characters
from the Enterprise crev are here,

accurately digitised into 4 cqlcm‘ mode

TV screen. This was presumably before
David Carter got his vidi digitiser.
Becavuse these were once supplied in an
vnsqueezed form, more screens have
been added by David and some have been
hend drewn by Richerd, Fairhurst.
Although the slideshow is called TV -
logos, these only meke up sbout hslf of
té%? collection,

Demon Slideshow.

By David Long
Originally from Demon PD.

This slideshow has, as far as I knov,
got the most amount ofscreens In any
slideshov in the public domain, However,
ﬁuantm; does not always mean quality,
any of the screens are Promos of
sorts of the programs In the Demon PD
library. As 8 _promo disc it is good,
however it is hard to imagine a screen
fyll of fonts to be sesthetically
pleasing and other screens are
similarly dire. The disc does heve some
saving graces however, namely some of
the screens generated by minl demos

etc.
30%
Hand Drawn Pictures.

By an unkngwn artist.
Originslly from Scull SL.

In all my years of CPCing I have {et to
come 8cross graphics that have, ooked
this good, The screens are all in mode
1, but colour shadln%technxques give
the impression of there bemg many
more. The result is the best hen dravn
artwork you will ever sge on the CPC,
In fact it is better and more detailed
then digitised screens. I know that it
is a terriblke cliche, but these
screens really have to be seen to be
believed, The art itself is also of the
highest stendard, obviousl done b\( an
enormous talent, Such a shame that he
% l?he has chosen to be anonymous.
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Just some of the many
screens svsilable in.
public domain 4
slideshow discs.

Top: Flamingo by
8n 8nonymovus
artist, from
Hand dravn
artwvork.
Originally
gvaileble from
Scull.

Middle: One of '
the Star Trek

slidesh f
L ov from

%orttaom: AtgittleD sign :
m
Slideshowv. € emon

Top: The Digi Women slideshov :

from Robot.
Middle: The Nullos Cracker
Rock-show, also from Robot.

MAJUG. Slideshov.

By varigus people,
Originally from MAJUG.

This selection of pictures was compiled

e }m the Manchester Amstrad User Group.

of the screens were hand drewn by
members of the group, Ther are a fev
that srz of good quality, however none
stand c¢ut in particvlar. The screens
are in various modes and are
vngm\pressed "

{4

Tim end David Slideshow.

By Tim Blackbond and David Carter.
Originelly from Scull SL

Tim Blackbond, editor of PN's friendly
rivel Artificial Intelligence 1s & man
of meay tslents. Not only is he 8

writer, but he is slso an srtist. This

¥ selection festures s nomber of
hand drewn pictures. They are mostly
cartoony. Many of them hsve been
festured in Amstrad Action's picture
Rellery Kages over the last few months,
1l sre hand drawvn and are of excellent
quality. The Devid Certer hand drawvn
pics sre tha seme as can be found
among the TV logos slideshow, It is my
?uess ‘thet these vere put in to fil
he disc. These also are of good

vyality.
b
Neighboors.

By Matthew Gullam
Originally from Fresto FD.

What can I say. It's the worst sosp
ever, they're vidi digitised, s yeezed
and 1n_mode 1. They Testure all your
gggovmtes inclvding some dead ones.

Jir



Rock Show.

By Nullos Cracker,
Originally from Robot PD.

When is a slideshow not @ clideshow?
When it's a demo of course! This
slideshow featores & number of mode 2
digitised pictures of famous British
and Americen rock stars, and some
French ones that nobody has hesrd of.
Well, you say, what makes this 8 demo
then? Well, it's the way that the
pictures appear on the screen. Some
scroll, some materialise and others
unfold. The whole effect is rather
nice. All the pictures are squeezed.

80%
Caricatores.

By Runstrad,
Originally from Scull SL.

Yet another French slideshov. This ¢
is full of caricatores ( 8 bit like
Spitting Image - patronxsm? Ed.) of
famous end not so famous (maybe in
France) people. The screens sare all
wvell presented, althouch the first one
is full of text in Fremch, This is of
little consequence (especially if you
speak the landgua%e.) as all the screens
are squeezed. This selection cen be
résgher funny.

one

Digi Vidi 2004,
Originally from Scull SL.

This is yet esnother slideshow which
shovs_the gmazm% powers of Rombo's
vidi Digitiser. In it's time a top
selling add-on for the CPC, The Vidi
has been developed since for the ST
Amiga, PC and Archimedes. Well, I'm folf
of facts today, bui what is the
slideshow like? Well, it's everage. The
quality of the plclfures is, as ever
excellent, hovever it has one annoying
problem. All the screens are in shades
of blue. Now, much as I like blue
after about 26 screens, you soon get
fed up of it. The screens festure &
number of TV programs such as Red
%&x‘f. Brilliant!)

Overscan slides.
Originally from Scull SL.
Yet another slideshow that is really s

demo, or should that be the other way
around? Anyway, this is most definitely

g slideshow with s difference. The
difference is that there 15 no barder!
This type of screen is known In Serious
and demo writing circles as an overscan
screen. There are only seven overscan
screens on offer here because each one
of them takes up a fair whack of disc
space and cennot be compressed.
Hovever, all are of the most excellent
L}uahty. The subject matter is mostly
antasy but ther are 2 cartoons and an

sanoramic

excellent African landscare, tru_l¥
ack of -

becavse of the

order. If this wasn't enouch to satisft
all of you there is slso an end screen
featuring @ racing car and some
gs))g/t,remely nifty music,

How to meke & slideshov,

There are, as we have seen, &n
enormous smount of slideshows for the
CPC PD scene, However, being the greedz
beggars that we sre, we always wvan
more of such good things. So, here it
is, the Presto News guide to meking a
slideshow.

Talent, what's that?

If you haven't got any artistic talent -

then don't worry, we'll cover you later,
but if you have, read on.

Firstly you have to produce some
piccies. If you are artistic, you
probably have en art package and have
produced loads of good pictures. You'll
need about 29 for e one sided
slideshow, so if you don't have that
many, you'd better get drawing. g

If you have no talent you can use

digitised screens made using a vidi, or

gﬁdart scanner. You'll also need about

The big squeese.

Your screens must be squeezed vsing &
proaram like the PD SQ23. This ellows
more screens per disc. Once squeezed,
fit onto the destination disc, but leave
aboot 3k spare.

The loader.

Just write a proglrem to load each
screen in individually. Dont forget that
gellette values must be set in the
oader and that SQ23'd screens must be
loaded into sn address (44000 is best)
and then CALLed. ik

att.

- ISPEL

v

BATTLE OF THE SPELL |

CHECKERS .

The vltimate test of any piece of PD
softwvare is hov it feres against an
equivaelent commercial package, To_ this
end, ve put Paul Dwerr\éhovse‘s ISPELI
and the CP/M POOR MAN'S SPELLCHECKEF
(u:g agsinst one of the most powerful

/M “spell checkeri THE UWORD yhOan_s.
This . 3 the spe 'lqhecker thet is
l?jupghze vith the vltimate CP/M WP New
or

=
ot

In this test we shsll be looking st
each package in terms of dictionsry
size, speed and vser {riendliness.

~ IThe Word| Ispell | PMSC

Price. £20. £0.25 8PProX
incl NW, 28
Ectéionary 133k 47k 48k
2e,

Words in 45,000 | 15,500 | 16 909
dictionary.
| Speed. (sec) 150 530 159
Edit | Yes Yes Yes
dictionary?
Add to Yes No Yes
dictionary?
Hang vgs on| 15 134 119
correctly
spelt wards

The speed and amount of hepgv& vere
tested on & 7k letter in plain I1.

So, which is best?

At first glance mou wvovld think that
New Word's THE WORD is bci far the
best. However, the PD spell checkers do
have a nymber of distinct advantages.
Fxrstlz there is the price. Secondly
actvally gges through the
document with you and lets you make on
the spot changes. This is one of the
mein ressons for the length of time
that it takes, ISPELL's only real
dovnfall is the size of its dictionary.
is fast and efficient, but is less

vser friendly.

Overall,
The Word - 75%
l%g&ezll - W%

- 69%

In sll,the PD_spell checkers fsred
very vell against this monster of 8
commercial psckage. It just goes to
shov the valve of PD softvare,

Matt

PRESTO B LIBRARY
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Copyright Warning.

BC.COM, The Basic
Compiler is not a

Public Domain program.

Presto has now

withdrawn it, and we
suggest that all other
Libraries do the same.

It has been replace
on Presto Disc 24 wi

Forest Adventure.

Sorry.

th




USEFUOL ADDRESSES. Sorryl
PD Libraries,

Subszeribe!

@ Presto News is late!d

4 o o S * 3 o o e i S
Demon PD Robot PD Yorkie PD How could such a terrible thing [ $ubscrqbe a
goigeon Ave. S apant Boad L] Biecvood dve. come to happen? - ) ‘ e

Birmingham Rutland Bgrts o '
B28 epﬁh LE15 6HF AL1 4XP — $ubscr abe !

Tuck PD MPD Software Scull SL
15 Ravencar Road 23 Nobes Avenue 44 Echline Grove
gﬁk}?gt% gmdgeté\ary aouthLQgggnsfmy " . d th.
531 969 PO13 GHS B3 SRy . | Excuses Excuses. ave you e‘:mgve st s
Everybbdy knows how it is, I suppose is3Ue 0 resto
[ it is just part of human nature. You News‘?
fdﬁl”’es. léngw that orlJc have toig a,gobf;.o dto'f ¢
Ut you Jus eep pul 1t 0 untl
Artificial Intellisence CPC Domain (Subs) WACCI g L “ggfntgg‘;e“ggle y ot srounc
19 Lee Siree 2 Nntcne Rosd i2 Tratatoer Terr. | (830" fh SRS L R ead ir e yoor
West Yorkshire Bristol - Not ¢ inghen attention. Whenever you try to do the | | S05 why not treat
WF1S 6DZ Avon, BS18 LA, NGI6 1 Job, something else crops vp. yourself to a
= subscription?
3 3. 3 s :
Other Services, ToaEpess e, uia s the aaia fenscy
Wow Softvare Adventure Ssps | O O e ok Lo Abived W5
E,gﬁggéﬁme RERE Bra o POy | Alpine Constroction so thet I covld get - 0
perset Goglelan | zome poney, o keer pyeell in e | Subscription Rates:
DT4 &S S, Devon i )
1013 GHT that is, stemps, discs, psdde
envelopes, magazines, beer, mars bars »
%ga %gdwgglarads the trivial things like 2 issues = 1.90
H o
DEMON PUBLIC DOMAIN | |umogmenaziss| § e - 820
and don't retyrn until 6,3 pm as yoy 4 ssues = 3,70
fon avess, This doesnt leaeme'mich | @ SoLC o 8760
magazine, which now takes more time '.SS 5 i
* %han guer before because fth% nev 6 IS5UES = S,S ]
; < ¥ ormat allovs even more info to be
47 Hilton Avenue, Hall Green, Birmingham, packed into the peges.
B28 OPE On tog of these restrictions, I also
' oy el oty tine on 2one nishie, | This inciud st
0CCUPY 8 ;
..|.€8 egxya_lly vhen ‘ get sweps discs from i3 inCludes .‘ao age
* Fast repy guaranteed Look at these fantabuous other libraries. and packing.
* Ouer 1/ selections. reasons to use Demon PD. The foture.
! it As of next month, Presto News will be
% 39" Romdos dscs swported Uhet are you watng for? Go) |3 emopih Ty measeiae; Toke ‘heert .
x Oy Sp per singe side. on, be a Demon! thovgh, it vifl include more pases than | Normal price for |

* o (7
Sorry for any inconvenience ceused, I I33UE = 759 or "0

zm m m Oﬁm }‘Hf m PD mmm MH t hope 'you let me make it up toM:::'- including p&p

Cs




NELPLINE.

Got a problem to do with your

CPC? el this is the place to go.| %n

Unfortunately this column is new so
Im the only Helpliner this month.
If anyone else can offer their
services | would be glad to hear

from you.

I cen offer help in simple BASIC
rogramming, most aspects of Public
Bomam and with desktop publishing
Poverpage. If you've got @
problem uvsing your 3.5 drive then I
can offer he g there too. I can also
help you with any program in the
Presto PD Library.

Matt Gullam
{ Pembroke Close
The Mount

usin

ar
Cornwall

PL24 2BT Tel @726) 813684,

4Lt TIME
PD TOP 10.

So, vhat is the best PD software to get

en? As ever here at Presto News we
supply you with the hard facts. Err
weplpl, ve supglpyeryou with totsa

speculation an sonal opinion. So

here it is.

1. Powerpage

2. Protext demo

§ ith patches.)

. Mini Print Shop

4, GPaint

5. Anonymous ariwork.
6. Croco Magneto

7. Drehdriss

8. Ispell

9. Eve o

10. The

shadows
emo

i

CAUSE FOR CONCEZERN?

IWith new PD Eraries cropping p ke mushrooms, have we
reached a state of PD brary saturation?

Loadsa libraries.

In the last two weeks, no less than
three brand new PD librsries have come
to my attention. At first glance the
amount of new libraries aggeax)mgtmght
seem to be a good thing. But is 1t?

Copy cats.

Manz of the smaller new libraries
confain selections which asre exact
copies of selections from major
libraries, Many of these selections
vere ordered under false pretences.
(ie. by not telling the PD librarian
that they would be incloded in another
library.)

This type of aquisition of PD takes
very little effort compered to the
lengths that some libraries go to to
expand their catalogues, Most of the
larger libraries mgorl; PD from Europe,
others supplement their catalogue with
the librarian's oen programs.

A truly herd working PD librerian_is
Eractxcelly glued_ to his or her CPC
eyboard. The simple fact is that
running a8 PD lxbrarz is practlcallg 8
full time job, Add fo this the added
pressures of swapping / wntu_le, /
imorting and tremslating PD, or writing
a fanzine and the poor librarian is
rgpn off his / her feet most of the
ime,

Lazy litrarians.

The new breed of PD librarian does not
conform to this work ethic. He thinks
that the PD scene owes him a living,
This is not true, you only get out what
Y'OU pot in. Every established PD
librarien knows that there is no money
in running @ PD library, In fact in
most cases theg are loss makixtxg, When
these nev fly by nights find this gut
they will cravl into a corner and die,
leeving behind them vnfulfilled orders
end angry customers, To _all these
geogle, Elease don't start, It is a job
est left to someone who cares.

|

v

Things you ought to know.

Production Method.

Presto News is produced mostly using
Robot PD's excellent Poverpage
Desktop Publishing Suite.

Graphics all come from Public Domain
sources and titles come from Mini
Print Shop. Some of the smaller
graphics come from MPS slso and sre
converted into Clip Art using
News-Lib,

All of this is done on a CPC 6128
ovtputting to a Panasonic EX-PIX ]
pin printer.

is then photocopied and stap
The Address.

Send all your comments,
letters, articles, adverts
and just about everything
else, to the folloving
address...

Presto PD Library
¢/0 Matt Gullam

| Pembroke Close
The Mount

Once the pages sre printedl, g,he mag
ed.

Par
Cornwsall
PL24 2BT

Please include an SSAE if yov want a
reply, '

Aboot me.

A fev people have asked ZRREAONP
about me, and what I am ”{t’," e
like, As I seem the best Si¥. G

qualified person to tslk =i
about me, here it is, the
rofile of your friemdly
D Librerian, Fanzine Editor and Cart
Swépping Librarian,

Full Name: Matthew James Gullam.

Age: 19

Height: 6' 2"

Hair: Red.

Eyes: 2

Occupation: Student tsking a year off
before going to Higher Ed, Currently

vorking as a building site lsbourer to
make ends meet.

Qualifications: 1§ GCSEs, 2 A levels, BSc
@Bronze Svimming Certificate.)

IQ; 13?7

Favourite TV : Red Dvarf, St
. ety Pt Hed Dewed: Shar Tpsk

Favourite rock aroup: Rush,

Computing History: 1982 - TI 99 4/A, 1985
glaAscorn Electron, 1986 - Amstrad CPC

Uell, now that you all know a little bit
about me, I'll %et you vished you had
never sasked.

Credits and thanks.

The following people were instrumental in
getting this issve of Presto News to
you,. I would like to thank sll of them,
50 here goes.

Richsrd Fsirhurst: Thanks for vritin
Powerpage, vithout which PN would loo
as bad as it did last month,

Graeme Chesser, Martin Elliot, Edmund
Spicer and all other contributors.
Thanks for writing articles for Presto
News. Keep it up.

Alfred McAlpine Construction: Thanks for
the vse of the photocopier,

To my girlfriend, thanks for being so
vnderstanding when I have kicked you
out of my house so that I can get on
and vrite the mag.

Tim Blackbond: Thanks for inspiring me
to use Powerpage, end thanks for writing
AI, Keep up_eli the good work. The
inquisitor will most certainly NOT be
knocking on your door.

Finally.

The next edition of Presto News,
the vorld's bxgglest magazine that nobodtg
has heard of will be out arocund the 20
of June 1992

I'm not going to give anything avay
gbout what is going to be in it becsause
I don't knov yet myself. Needless to say
it will be more of the same worthless
trash, Err, brilliantly informstive news
packed good

Eeep CPCing s8ll of you. Eeep the faith
brofhers and sisters. YO!

read,



Presto News read by 37,668 people.

Erm, well, actually Amstrad Action is
read by é?}g% people and it's got a
mention of Presto News in it.

The Public Image feature on CPC
fenzines did fesfure this very organ
within its pages. What it _had to say
vas most encopra&mg. However Mr
Peters did mention €hat you '‘Don't get
meny words for your wonga." This was
due to the old sfyle Presfo News cut &
aste layout, Now that the mag 1is
overpaged your ‘wonga" buys you more
words than ever before, and its the
same price as before!

CPC Attack Shock. It's actwally good.

ACU's replacement CPC Attack has
finally hit the newsagent's shelves.
Yes, even here in sunny Cornwall.
Looicmg_ through it gives a very
igamesy' impression, However, it is only
the games reviews that ere laid out in
this manner. Well done to editor Pat
Relly for keeping the serious elements
going.

Presto News goes bi-mamthly.

fes, I'm sorry to say, that Presto News
vill shortly become & bi-monthly
magazine. However, this isn't going to
heppen quite yet. The next issve will
be out in about a month, but the one
after that will come after two months.
The reason for the chan%e is the huge
gmount of work involved with the FD
library, end producing the mag on @
DTP, which means more words.

The bi-monthly issves will have more
pages than ever befare. Currently I em
aiming for sbout 58, Whether or not I
can do this without a price increase I
have ggt to find out. Let me knov what
gou think. You can give me your ideas
y writing to the vsvel address.

Alen Scully becomes a CPC 'recluse.

Yes, it's official. Alan Scully is no
longer the editor of CPC Domain. He
&gssed on the rtmnmg, of Scull SL to

aeme Chesser some fime ago, What is
this man going to do with his life? For
someone who has been so much s part
of the CPC PD scene these past few
zeex‘s, it seems rather strenge, So far
the onlg possible explanations have
involved aliens taking over his body,
or that he's torned 16 bit. I'm not

_HOoLD THE BACK PAGE.

S AN the  bitsthat - we-forgot, - plus up to the  minute; -néws:.

sure which is worse to be honest. The
editor's job has been passed on to
Simon Werford.

Bho is Dr Bertram X Fegg?

This strange character has had his
"Hov to run 8 PD librery" article
printed just sbout e)ver-évher‘e. First it
was the Robot PD Disc Catalogue, then
Artificial Intelligence, gné nov
Amstrad Action, So, the bloke is famous
nov, but wvho is he really? Well, it's
certainly not likely to be Bruce
Forsyth, as the picture in AA
indicates. My guess is that this kin
of all sceptics is in fact Richar
Fairhurst of Robot PD, Well Richard,
are you going to own up?

Litrary reparts.

The news about the closure of Penguin
Software has been confirmed. We sre
sad to see it go, Good luck with
vhatever you sre doing nmext David.

The Robot PD news remains uncon firmed.
Richard Fairhurst is still CPCing away
as ever, His current plens include @
128k version of Powerpage, We can't
wait here at Presto, At last, less disc
accessing. The 64k version will be
found in it's entirety on the AA cover
tape next month. If you don't have the

Brogr‘an,dget a copy of AA, or write to
ichard direct. It really is the best
PD program ever.

Nev libraries open.

You know the old saying, .
closes, snother opens,” Well this is
especially true of li ies. Presto
News has recently hesrd of a load of
nev ones, including an adventoure
specialist snd 2 demo specialists. More
nevs vhen I have written to them to
find out if they are good guys or bad

ys, A current list of good gquys cen

"As one door

e found in the Useful Addresses
section of this mag. \
The End. !

Presto News has made it to issue
and it's bigger, bolder and brighter
than ever. Sounds like Persil
Avtomatic.

No, not really, bot just the bgggining.

See you all next month,
Matt
Gullem.

A



