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Well, it has been a funny old month: INDEX FOR THIS ISSUE
— Britain swelters just as if it's summer S=======z=zzz=z=z=z=zz==
and 8BIT is rather late going out for
the first time in seven issues. Page 1 Editorial & News. This Index

The real problem is one of overwork Page 2 The Big Story - IEBA relaunch
in all departments of the editor’s life,
but this last month has found me doing a Page 3 ‘The Big Story continued
g lot of the background work on the
relaunch of the Independent Eight Bit Page 4 SAM/Spectrum Adverts Page
Association (see pages 2 and 3 for

- details) as well as more radio work. Page SAM/Spectrum Page

n

(op]

Little did I know when 8BIT went to Page
press last time and [ announced in the
accompanying letter that Amstrad Action Page 7 PCWw Clubs & Adverts Page
would be gone by the time this issue of
8BIT went out that it already had, as Page 8 PCW and CPC Adverts Page

= had Locoscript User, formerly PCW User.
I must thank FW Manders for the bad Page 9 CPC Page - Bonzo's History Pt 1
news; I had assumed LU was late again,

e or that I just hadn't been to the right Page 10 More CPC Adverts Page
newsagents yet.

PCW Page - Lawyers PCw Club

Page 11  Even More Adverts Page
Perhaps some B8BIT readers couldn’'t
care less about one magazine more or Page 12 (C64/128 Page
less, but with each additional one gone
more supporters and suppliers lose touch Page 13 Cb64/128 Page continued
— with potential customers, and vice
versa. This is bad news for us all. Page 14 Obituaries

At last, the B8BIT survey form is Page 15 (b4 Overflows page
enclosed with this issue. Answering all,
or any, of the questions is, of course, Back Page the winding-up Bit
optional. But the more you tell me, the
more | can respond to provide what you Also, as loose sheets:
want. Wherever it was possible 1 have
provided suggested answers which can be Insert 1 Comic Supplement 1-4 {incl ads)
ticked, or deleted if they do not apply.
Please add any additional information if Insert 2 Small Adverts 1-4
you wish. The sooner the forms are back,
the sooner 1 can publish the analysis in Insert 3 Questionnaire and IEBA form

a future issue of 8BIT.
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THE [UEPHUENT BIGET BIT ASSUCIATION, or TEEA

Probably the biggest news in the 8-bit world this month must be the announcement
of the re-launch of The Independent Eight-Bit Association, or IEBA. 1 cannot say you
are reading it here first as PCWw Plus have already covered the news and the other
priority mailshots have gone (or are are going) out this week or the next, but
perhaps [ can supply more details here to 8BIT readers.

By way of providing some background, the original IEBA was largely a Spectrum and
Sam enthusiasts’ group which had run successfully for several years. It published a
newsletter periodically and had built up a network of users and suppliers, some of
whom offered discounts to 1EBA members.

when | was starting up 8BIT about a year ago. | had communications with the then
organisers about possibly broadening its appeal and scope to serve the users of, and
suppliers to, all the 8-bit computers. while expressing interest in general, that
idea did not develop further at that time. 1 had no thought then of finding time to
be more directly involved myself. When I learned recently that due to pressure from
other commitments the Association would be changing hands 1 contacted the original
organisers and others to see whether this was a good opportunity to make something
more of it. 8BIT magazine has been very successful by its attempt to be as inclusive
and non-partial as possible and build bridges between the supporters of the various
8-bit computers, recognising their particular strengths and values. With the closing
of the last few newstand magazines, the need is even greater than a year ago to pool
our knowledge and preserve contacts between suppliers/supporters and users.

The outcome of the consultation period of the last few months is that David
Ledbury, who had *inherited’ the old IEBA, Leon Bebbington and I have agreed to turn
it into exactly what its name says it is: an Association which is not attached to any
particular user group Or business, but serving the interests of 8-bit computing.

To clarify that statement; the various magazines and/or businesses of the three
individuals involved at the outset are not connected in any financial sense with the
IEBA and none of the three's magazines are the IEBA's ’'house journal.’ The
Association will publicise itself and its activities widely through all the computer
and other media and it is hoped that other editors and user groups will see its aims
as complementary to their own and become involved to a greater or lesser extent as
their time and resources allow.

As a further example of the Association’s independence and intention to adopt good
practice, cheques for the IEBA are payable to the IEBA and the Association’s accounts
will be published to the membership periodically. No salaries will be paid, and it is
suggested that only expenses claims which are deemed reasonable in advance by the
committee will be allowed. For now, all IEBA costs, including postage charges etc are
being covered by my personal registration fee which was paid in stamps. I have also
donated some paper and envelopes to assist setting the IEBA up.

As the Association’s first major project, we are already compiling a comprehensive
directory of 8-bit information, including stockists (whether shops or mail-order),
software houses, repairers, magazines (paper, disc/disk and tape), PD libraries, user
groups, Usenet newsgroups of interest to 8-bit owners, an E-mail directory of/for 8-
bit users, helpline assistance, etc, etc. All offers of help and contributions for
this project will be warmly welcomed, especially as is expected to take some time to
get to a suitable level of completeness for publication! The handbook will be free to
members and published on paper to ensure maximum compatibility among users of
different computers. All entries in the list will be free, so we hope to give some
coverage to quite small companies who do not usually have an advertising budget.
Updated and supplementary information will be published in due course which will be
distributed to members. In time, major revisions will require complete reissues.

= contl.; :vas
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Part of the inspiration for this compendium of all thing 8-bit has come from Andy
(Alchemist Researchj Davis® prniect covering Spectrum and SAM computers, which was
widely publicised in the last issue of 8BIT, and information gathered by the IEBA
will be freely offered to Andy to assist his work of creating a tape and disc text
file version. As a more closely focussed work in the text file form, Andy’s directory
will have particular value to Spectrum and SAM users.

It is also intended that as a nationwide group with international members and
contacts, the IEBA will also function as a responsible publicity generator and
'gentle pressure’ group for 8-bit interests. perhaps pointing out that 8-bit
computers’ technology might be described as WIN (what I Need), rather than WINDOWS
(What T Need Demands Overstretched Wallet, Seemingly), - the good value our computers
represent is one of their most easily conveyable features to current non-users. I
already have good connections with some newspaper and local radio stations from my
other work, but anticipate the group building contacts in other areas in time.

In the longer term the Association will seek to obtain the rights to good software
with a view to its reissue and/or conversion for other machines. As an example, in
the last issue of 8BIT there was coverage of a superb journey planning program called
RoutePlanner. This is currently onliy avaiiable for the Amstrad CPCs but, from what
comments have come to me about the piece, it would also be a great asset to other 8-
bit users who travel a good deal. I must stress i have not spoken to the author
(Richard Fairhurst) about it, but perhaps this 1is the kind of conversion work where
the IEBA might have a role? Similarly, there are the possibilities of converting some
of the better old games to run (possibility in an enhanced form) on computers for
which they were not originally designed and adding additional levels as add-on
programs if copyright matters can be resolved. Similarly, some while back I was
contacted by an author of some CP/M programs with a view to getting them converted to
run on machines other than the PCW. At that time 1 was not able to help; perhaps this
might now be possible.

I hope I do not give the impression thai Lhis is a closed society with fixed
ideas. Within the context of a proper and workable structure, albeit separated by
many miles, the committee of the IEBA musi react to its membership’'s wishes and
develop over time. At present the three prime movers are operating as an 'ad hoc’
committee until proper elections can be heid. If you would be interested in joining
the committee of the IEBA please contact me at the address on the front of 8BIT. We
need (at least) a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, a Publicity Officer
and a number of representative users of the various 8-bit computers. Please note that
for Chairman or Vice-Chairman, the words Chairwoman or Chairperson also apply as it
is not be an all-male preserve. Al the officers’ positions of the IEBA are open to
any and all applicants, regardiess of eic, etc......

There is a draught constitution avaiiable for discussion, but this and the rules
of the IEBA will need to be firmed up once the committee is in place.

One radical aspect of the IEBA is that there is no renewable membership fee or
subscription, apart from a once-only nominal registration fee of £5 (or equivaient
from overseas members) to provide a foundation of working capital for the group. It
is expected in the longer run that further income wiil be generated through other
Association activities to be determined by the committee. Some of these are touched
upon above. It is not intended that the Association will compete with other suppiiers
or supporters of 8-bit computing by seeking to provide competing products or services
or negotiate on-going discount arrangements. Trade is tough enough at present without
trying to trim margins. Let's just bpe glad we can still get the supplies!

You will find there is a section for joining the IEBA as a member in this issue's
readership questionnaire. Also further information on the IEBA is available on
requesi from 01353 777006 between 7 and 10 any evening, or all day at weekends.

Brian Watson (Acting Joint Chairman 1IEBA)
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SPECTRUM CLUB

2000 Spectrum titles
available for hire

Return 1st class postage paid

For a catalogue and further details
send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope to:

Softsell (EBM)
32 Dursley road,
TROWBRIDGE,
Wilts
BA14 ONP

The Softsell Shop 1s at:
16, Church Street, TROWBRIDGE
10-5 daily. Tel: 01225 775446

ADVENTURE PROBE

Adventure Probe

is an all-computers monthly
magazine with 56 A5 pages
(2, crammed with readers
otters, reviews of newly-
released adventures, hints for
' old and new adventures, a
'getting you started’ section to
help with those frustratingly
difficult beginnings, readers
software for sale/wanted,
computer and adventure
related articles, a serialized
solution in a walk-through
style, advertisements for
magazines & software houses,
and many more interesting
items.
£2.00 per issue (cheques/p.o. payable to Adventure
Probe), All enquiries to:

Barbara Gibb (Editor)

Adventare Probe
52 Burford Rd,
Liverpool. L16 6AQ,
England, U.K.

THE magazine for ALL adventarers since Jane 1986
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o seetic VeryBeotP —
# Great Games : 4 Business Applications :
6 Pro ers Utilities : Over 100 titles
available individually : 65p each Send fo

Free List. On Disk List for SAM £1.00. -

3.95 for +2 £14.95for +3
Guide. : Definitive 48 page booklet/cata- Y

logueofthebeetSpectrumgameawSZ-
1988 : Over 100 games reviewed : Just £1.95
(Contributors wanted for 2end edition!!)f.
- -
£12.00 : 20 for £20.00! Wide Selection
sascondhand titles available. 2
superb Shareware pro g £2.50 Snap-
shots 95p: Amiga Emugtor program ézoo.

Synthesis were £20,00 now only £14.95.
: Superb drum
£14.95,

Pack :£2.99
Pa with over 100 games cheats
P : £3.99 s )

e 2R R

Plus our SPECTRE User Group and
Newsletter offering New Spectrum/SAM =
Contacts, Free Help & Advice, Second-
hand Hardware, and Software Bought &
Sold . Exclusive Club Discounts. Reviews
and Information on Fanzines and
independent products and much more...

Supporting all SPECTRUMS
(48/+/+2/+3) and SAM Machines.

For a full information pack - including PD
List send an SAE to -

CHIC:
the very best 8 bit computer user
group offering contacts, news,
reviews, PD Software and exclusive-
special offers to owners of
Spectrum, Amstrad CPC, C64 and PCwW
machines.

For free information pack send an
SAE to CHIC (8M), Box 121,
Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 9JP
(01753 884473)
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THE SEECIHE & Siv PAGE
Rather a 'bits and pieces’ look to this, the first dedicated SAM and Spectrum
page in 8BIT. However, that’'s the way the news comes in...

Firstly I must mention Crashed, which 1 had not seen before issue 6/7 crashed
(sorry) through my letterbox. He's got what 1I've got this time, ’late-itis’, hence
the odd numbering. It's brash, breezy, and fairly brilliant. Using PCs and Apple
Macs may be regarded as cheating by purists but it does make for clarity in the text
and pictures included. I've said before that if a magazine can hold my attention
when I don’t know much about its main subject matter it is doing well, and Crashed
did/does. There’s news, coverage of the Gloucester gathering, in-depth interviews,
reviews, nostalgia corner, technical page, a ’'resources’ page and ooh, loads of
stuff. I took it to read on the train and hardly looked out of the window at all.
Crashed has 20 pages of good stuff, is 75p and usually monthly, but you can get your
first issue free for 2 1st class stamps from editor Mark Sturdy, Pear Tree Cottage,
North Deighton, Wetherby, West Yorks LS22 4EN. Full subscription details will be
included in the next 8BIT magazines supplement.

Next we turn to Format. This stalwart of Spectrum and SAM computing has a
counterpart in WACCI for the Amstrad CPCs, though neither might thank me for saying
S0... Both are serious, ie very informative and technically invaluable to users of
the respective computers, but not a lot of laughs apart from each's cover picture,
which range from good to excellent. Also both are well produced: in the case of
Format it appears to be professionally printed. Bob Brenchley is editor and general
'main man’, indeed he appears to be virtually a one-man SAM and Spectrum powerhouse:
as well as editing Format, he is involved in the marketing and support of SAMs with
West Coast Computers and organises the Gloucester get-togethers in his spare time.
Mind you, he looks well on it. I Just hope he's got 'key man’ insurance in case he
ever gets a cold! In case you don’t know, Format is monthly and can be got from Mr R
Brenchley, 34, Bourton Road, GLOUCESTER, GL4 OLE. It costs £1.50 per monthly issue.

The latest newsletter from Softsell, only available to customers, wafts through
my door. Compared to the previous two magazines it’'s a lighter read (it's doing a
different job) in more ways than one and always makes me want to brew up a cuppa and
settle down in a favourite chair to read it. Actually, that's darned inconvenient
some mornings just as I'm supposed to be going to work. However. .. Joyce’'s music
studies (Bach to Bon Jovi) still allow time for her to run her shop in Trowbridge,
do the mail order and keep on top of the world’s computer news. In the latest issue
she has come across a hire service, similar to Softsell’s, but for users of C64
software: Mrs C Statham, 3 Briarbank Avenue, Porchester Lodge Estate, NOTTINGHAM NG3
"~ 6JU. Apparently a large SAE will produce a catalogue - sounds good to me. The
newsletter carries an enormous list of suppliers, magazines etc as usual. See their
advertisement opposite for Softsell’s address.

Andy Davis of Alchemist Research reports Bill Richardson is poorly at the time
of writing so best wishes to him. He was very helpful to me in 8BIT's early days,
but we have lost touch since then. Andy has heard from an Albert Harper that I was
about to start a full-time Jjob and won't be continuing to edit 8BIT. Well, I already
have a full time-job (and several part-time ones!) and though this issue's late I'm
not giving up 8BIT as long as the demand remains. His latest letter, dated 22nd
June, confirms the manuals project as mentioned in the last issue of 8BIT is going
well; Johan Koning of the SGG Spectrum and SAM group has volunteered to compile all
the information. I am very pleased to hear it's going well; I hope this will be a
chance, as Andy said last time, that individual users and groups will be able to
work together on the project, and a worthwhile precedent other computers’ users
might wish to consider taking on for their own machines.

Sorry, Darren Randle’s review of Crazy Cars 3 will have to wait until next time.
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TEE LAWYERS' PCW CLUB... Locoscript for Automated Letter Writing...

Club Enquiries to: Keith Simons, 10 Orrishmere Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheadle,
Cheshire. SK8 5HP.

Smith & Smith

Solicitors

122 North Street, Stockmouth,
Northshire. ZZ31 3ZZ
Telephone: 01111-000000

25th June, 1995.
My ref: SS
Your ref: HJ

Messrs. Jones & Co.,
Solicitors.,

152, New Brighton Road,
South Millward, Southshire.
2232 222

Dear Sirs,

Subject to Contract - Cooper from Bonson
123 South Street, Stockmouth.

I enclose Property Information Form duly
completed, together with draft Contract in
duplicate for approval. Further protocol

documentation will follow shortly.

Please acknowledge receipt.

Yours faithfully

fig 1.

Drive A

group0 (Letters)
DOCUMENT . 002 1K
DOCUMENT . 003 3K
TEMPLATE.STD 1K

groupl (Addresses)

BRUS 1K
CO0S 1K
HALIFAX .HQ 1K
KINP 1K
SMIS 1K
SMIP 1K
TEMPLATE.STD 1K
WILP 1K
fig 2.

On the left (fig 1.) is printed a
fairly standard letter. It was one
letter of some 12 written to Messrs.
Jones & Co. in this (imaginary but
typical) case.

This means that the part of the
letter alongside which appears a
double line was typed in twelve
times.

A PCW using Locoscript can save all
this retyping — other wordprocessor
programs have similar functions, so
see your manual. (You may also
need a Data Protection registration.)

Create a file, on group 1 of a disc.
Give the file an appropriate name.
Eig.:
COOS - Client is Cooper (coo),
Solicitor on other side of sale
(s)

KINP - King (kin), Solicitor on
other side of purchase (p)
Type into these files the name,
address, references and headings
(the part of the Iletter with the

double line alongside in fig. 1).

Now create your letter on the same
disc, but in a different group.

When the time comes to type in the
address, press [f7] in Locoscript 1,
[f1] in Locoscript 2. Use the down
arrow key to move over "Insert
Text", then press [enter].

The screen now displays a list of

filenames. Move over the filename
you wish to insert, press
[enter][enter].

When your disc has been used a
little its contents will look like

figure 2. The files called
DOCUMENT.xxx are your letters.
Periodically erase these to save

space on the disc.

As you get more proficient, you
could store standard letters too.
Use group 2 to store the text of
paragraphs. And use Drive M when
creating short letters which need
not be stored.
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AROUHL THE POY CLUES

[ have been unable to contact PCW-Software Link. There has been no response to
my notes and the phone number 1is ex-directory. Does anyone have further news, or
should I assume it is no more? You know how these rumours can spread....

South Essex PCW Club. Recent meetings have covered CP/M talks from Mike Elliston
from beginner to advanced use, and on 3rd August there was a Brain's Trust. with the
experts being bombarded with difficult questions. Apparently the members enjoy these
sessions, though having been on the receiving end at a similar event [ can vouch for
the fact that it can be a bit tough for the 'experts.’ Mike Elliston is a busy fella
- he writes that he has just finished a disk of Microdesign 3 fonts for Creative
Technology and is already working on another. Contact for the group is Secretary Jim
French on 01268 415255.

Cornwall PCW Club. The group’'s May newsletter brings the story of computing up
to date. The club run a monthly meetings schedule and here's one for your diary - to
celebrate their second birthday the group are holding an open day on Saturday 14th
October 1995 at King's Acre (the home of Luxsoft business software and hardware),
Luxulyan, BODMIN, Cornwall from 2-5pm. This is open to all interested in PCW and
_ other Amstrad computers, and 1'm sure they wouldn't mind if other 8-bitters turned
up too. The program arranged includes club-price sale prices, demonstrations,
technical help and advice. Other upcoming meetings will cover Basic (9th Sept),
Rocket Spreadsheet (11th Nov), the Christmas party (9th Dec - start early, I say)
and the AGM on 13th Jan. Contact for the group is Secretary Kate Hadley on 01208
872720.

Scotwest.pcw Club. Hey guys! I've found where you keep the number for your
excellent newsletter but could you put the date on it somewhere too. please? I've
commented on the quality of the group's newsletter before and last time it has a
feature on formatting slightly dodgy discs to include a 'lock out’ patch over bad
sectors as mentioned in last issue's 8BIT. Scotwest.pcw meets in the Hillend
district of Glasgow and would welcome some more visitors who may be able to attend
their meetings. Contact is David Williams, 32/34, Carfin Street, New Stevenston,
MOTHERWELL, Scotland. ML1 4JL Tel: 01698 732403.

PTRACEY TTHS-PUR-SALE ADVERTIZIHG FEATURE by the SCOTWEDT By rLUEb

Compact MONEYWARE Daybook (8000 series, manuals) £154!', DR CBasic Compiler (8000
manuals, programming) £10#!, Hisoft Pascal80 Compiler/Editor (8000 manual) £10#!,

7 Time and Magik Adventure Game £7#1, Masterpaint/Masterscan £2542, Mini Office Word

Proc/Comms £4.50#2, Loco 2 Guidelan Sinclair £1.50 #2. Desk Top Publisher £15#2,
Batman-Arcade game for PCW £7#3, Camsoft Payroll Master (8000) £8#3, HTB Computers
PCW card + designer for designing your own punch cards for knitting machines £2043,
Reeltime £10#3, Miracle Modem WS4000 V21/23 £50#3, Colleen Payroll 8000 series
£10#3, Newsdesk International (8000) £8#3, Companion Desk Organiser-Calc-Clock-
Diary-Notepad £7#3, DR DRAW (Unused) £15#3, Template disc - Loco 2 for 9512 £643
31" discs each 40p#4, Planit Organiser £10#5, Everyman Tait accounts £5#5, BACKLP -
Dave's Disc Doctor system £1045, Step by Step guide to Loco 1 £2#5, Loco 2.26 update
£5#5, Turbo Cracker with extra manual £20#5, Basic Manual (Amstrad) £545, dbase 11
(full ring-bound manual) £10#6, Cornix CARDBOARD Dbase (inc manual) £5#6, 8000 Plus
Issues 1-48 buyer collects or pays post £50#6, 8000/PCw Plus issues 49-96 as
previous £50#¢, Supercalc2 £2047, 3" 720k disc drive £45#7, Time & Magik, Lancelot,
Mindfighter, Brian Clough Football, Matchday II, Trivial Pursuit £6#7. No contact
after 22.00, Buyer pays postage. Contact numbers for items marked: #1=01324 632316,
#2=01904 670151, #3=01685 874972, #4=01563 42838, #5=01698 732403, #6=01505 863916,
#7=01132 755576
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SD MICROSYSTEMS

(DEPT Z), PO BOX 24, ATTLEBOROUGH,
NORFOLK NR17 1HL. TEL (01953) 483750

The CPC, PCW arnd
rc SPECIALISTS.
SOFTWARE

Wide range of programs including
Business/Accounts, Payroll, Word
Processing /DTP, DataBases, Utilities
plus a Budget Range from only £5.00,
all available on 3", 3.5" or 5.25" disc.
AUTHORISED LOCOMOTIVE DEALERS AND
TASMAN SOFTWARE RANGE STOCKISTS.
SUPPLIES

Blank Discs, Lockable Boxes, Printer
Cables and Ribbons, Labels and more.

NEW! 3" DRIVE REVIVER KIT...... £10.00
Drive Belt, Cleaner, DIY instructions.
HARDWARE

3.5" Disc Drive packages from £75.00,
24-pin Colour Printers from £199.00.
Disk Transfer Service CPC{OPCWOPC.

Send an SAE for our current catalogue
stating computer type and disc size.

EEESESEEEENEENEEEEEEEESE
AMSTRAD 6128 PLUS
AND SEIKOSHA PRINTER
FOR SALE

6128 Plus with stereo colour monitor
Seikosha SP-2000 9 pin printer & lead

Spectre RS232 Interface and Plus 'widgit

City, PANG cartridge.

manuals or instructions where applicable.

only for normal CPC machines.
The price for the whole lot is £250 o.n.o.

SD Microsystems 3.5" drive, PSU and various large
format software, AMX Plus mouse and interface,

Software: Stop Press, Advanced Art Studio,
Protype, Pro-Ext, Fun School 2 - Under 5's, Fun
School 3 - Under 5's, Fun School 3 - 5 to 7, Fun
School 3 - 7 to 11, Fun School 4 - 5 to 7, The
Hitch-hikers Guide to the Galaxy, Prehistorik 2, Sim

All of the above are original disks, boxed and with

In addition there is a 3 row lockable disc box
containing dozens and dozens of 3" and 3.5" discs
which contain hundreds of commercial and PD
programs. | don't have the time to go through them
but there is something for every taste. | also have a
Genius Mouse and interface (£5) which is suitable

Please telephone Andy Gibbons on_ 01733 334246

week and anytime weekends.
Recent upgrade to PC forces sale.

(Peterborough) between 2 pm and 6 pm during the

J

KADIKAL JOI | WAKL

This is the new address TITLE PRIC™
of Radical, from which Who Said That £13.95
we keep supporting the Smart Plus* £13.95
CPC. We now have a Megablasters £13.95.
growing catalogue of Fluff* £7.95
exclusive games, and Routplanner £19.95
there are more on the Star Driver £9.95
way, such as the eagerly Masters Of Space  £9.95
awaited Lethal Moves, Ball Bearing £4.95
and the improved Black * Plus computers only.
Jack and Cribbage. All programs are =

The latest additions are
Megablasters (94% in
AA), which comes on

available on 3” or 3.57

disc, please specify
when ordering.

two discs, and the newly Prices include P&P.
L R
! 0 R ST 4 R N SV L P j
G R T L S AR e TR

............................................................... i

Post Code............. g8 T T o 3
 PROGRAM | 335" DISC [ VALUL !
£ S

-
oo KOTALIE. i

Brympton Cottage, Brunswick Road, Worthing,
West Sussex, BN11 3NQ.
Phone/Fax : 01903 206739 =

g3 g de ol U

SUMMER SPECIAL

I owe i

10% Discount on AMSTRAD l
CPC software and accessories

until Sept 30th. 1995 L

Our famous SETUPROG program was
from only £ 1.50, now from only £ 1.35. =4

Keep track of your money with our easy

to use BANKER program, now available

from only £ 6.00.

Plus extensive range of programming aids,
books, stationary, back copies of Amstrad
Action, ACU, etc., many complete with the ‘*
original complimentary cassettes.

Send A4 SAE for further details to;- l

JWG Software,
31 Cornmills Road, Soham, L
Ely, Cambs. CB7 SAT.




BONZO NEWSLETTERS - THE HISTORY

The three newsletters relating to the Bonzo suite of programs: Bonzo Super
Meddler, HackPack and Bonzo Blitz, started publication in 1986, edited by the
author of the programs, Colin Harris, of the company Nemesis. The names of
the suite of programs were originally called after the cats, Bonzo and Blitz,
which supposedly sat with Colin as he was writing the programs.

The first of these newsletters, called Bonzo’s Bulletin, were bi-monthly, and
consisted, on average, of 8 single-sided A4 photocopied leaves. The bulletins
contained news of tape to disc transfers using the existing automatic transfer
programs. There were also included, as the bulletins were published, various
additional programs for dealing with the different protection codes that were
duly implemented by the software houses to prevent buyers of the tape
versions of their software transferring the software to disc.

(The reason was always stated as being to stop software piracy, although it
transpired that anybody who had a tape to tape player could do a copy of
the tape if they so desired without much trouble; the only thing that the
protection systems were in effect doing was to prevent anyone with the tape
version being able to transfer the software onto the much quicker loading
disc, instead of paying for the disc version which was probably between one
and a half and twice the price of the tape version.)

The Bonzo Bulletins also contained various printed solutions to transferring
tape software to disc, that were sent in by various members of the ’club’
that sprang up around the bulletins. These were mainly for one off solutions,
but some became the basis for new options that were being added to the
transfer suite of programs as the months went by.

The final issue of Bonzo Bulletin was number 37, in October 1990, as Colin
had by then decided to emigrate to Canada. There was a very last newsletter
dated June 1991, which offered the latest updates to the disc programs, and a
few odd programs that had been amassed of the previous few years. The
copyright of the Bonzo programs was passed on to Phil Craven of Microstyle,
as Colin sald he wanted the programs to be left in the hands of someone who
would further the cause of the CPC, and carry on the tradition of the
sentiment behind the help offered by Nemesis. Little did we know at the
time!!! The programs are now lost to newcomers to the CPC scene, and if
anybody needs them the only thing to do is scout through the small ads in
the various newsletters and fanzines currently available,

The newsletter mantle was passed to Carl Surry, and was part of his fanzine
Play Mates, which ran for 12 issues. This ‘zine contained games reviews, news
and tips, along with cheats that could be implemented in various games. The
Bonzo section was known as Bonzo’s Litter Tray, and again information was
forthcoming of odd type-in programs for tape transfers. There also became
a regular set of transfer type-ins for the Amstrad Action cover tapes that
had the dreaded Menu system with the various software just having a number
to run the file. This was pretty wasteful of disc space, and the subsequent
loader programs enabled a much better utilization of the disc which were
beginning to creep up in price,

This article will be concluded in the next issue of 8BIT.

Page 9 (Issue 7)



NEW ADVENTURES AUTHOR CASSETTE  DISC :
FOR PETE'S SAKE (Two Parts) (PAW) STEPHEN BOYD DISC ONLY ts
SMPLY MAGIC M & J TREWHELLA 2 €4 ESCAPE FROM HODGKINS' MANOR SCoTT 4 S BOYD oisc
CRISPIN CRUNCHY M & J TREWHELLA il H rH ! e I
My ] £4 RED ALERT (Two Parts) (PAW) JSCOTT & § BOYD DISC ONLY £s
ALL 3 GAMES ON 1 DISC & &msﬁinnafpmpﬁpm jsco'n':ggm DC oY &
O“R:Twumuhn) PATSTITT £€® £ ALL PAW GAMES - 484 or 6128 or PCW - 4@‘53}:@ g
CHRIS BURY 2 £ THE TAXMAN COMETH (484 o 81 STEVE CLAY
CURSE (Tuc Pars) ADRIAN CONN 8 €5 TAanW(auummmmm STEVE CLAY 2 Tat oy
JUSTICE (Two Parts) ANGELA o P TV TAXMAN COMET ( o’mm STEVE LAY oscomy i
BEVOND THE DARK MRROR RCD ENTERPRISES 2 € IR e STEVE LAY Decoky 4
PAW) STEVE CLAY DISC
WHO'S AFRAID OF THE BALROG? MARLON 2 £4 ALL PAW GAMES - 464 or 6128 or POW 2 GAMES ON 1 DISC £5 oy [
ESCAPE FROM PRISON PLANET (Twe Parts) PETER CLARK DISC ONLY £s GAMES FOR CHILDREN
:u»nsonz&g-om : PETER CLARK DISC ONLY £s
DREAM (Two Parts PETER CLARK DISC ONLY 5 THE LAST SNOWMA =
RAIDERS OF THE LOST TOMB (Two Parts) PETER CLARK DISC ONLY €5 THE BIG TOP My N oneE SATER | 8 "
(Al Above Games - 464 or 6128 or POW) 2.3 or 4 GAMES ON 1 DISK £7.69 w£11  SEVENLOST GNOMES DOROTHY JONES ] £
m‘sﬁwocgemw PETER CLARK o T e Disc GAME: oisc GAMES ON'1 OISC i
RAIDERS OF THE LOST TOMS (Two Parts) PETER CLARK GAC Taps - £3 i s e o <
RE-RELEASED ADVENTURES
THE ANGELICUS SAGA (Two Parts) M & MJ CREWDSON o £s a5
T ANGELCOS SaoAt. N CREWBSON ¥ i Nopooe COUN HARRIS
T ANGELICUS ANSWER M4 MJCREWDSON 2GAMESON1DISC €6 ARNOLD GOES TO SOMEWHERE ELSE COUN HARRIS e
e ST e B . THE WISE AN FOOL OF ARNOLD BLACKWOOO COUN HARRIS a
KNAPPED BOB ADAMS =] €4 BRAWN COUN HARRIS
HELVERA & GRUE-KNAPPED BOB ADAMS 2GAMESON1DISC €5 o SGAMESON1DISC  £8
s LOST PHIRIOUS PART 1 - THE CASIOPIA NEL SCRIMGEOUR €150 B
ars Ao SMON AVERY a o %Wpﬁz.mws NEL SCRIMGEOUR £150
TOTAL REALITY DELUSION. SIMON AVERY ) £ e R SGAEONIDEC 1150
ADVENTURER AT WORK! SIMON AVERY 2 €4 BUACK KNIGHT (Twe Parts MANOY ROORIGUE
ADVENTURER AT WORK TWO! SIMON AVERY 2 £ ATALAN i MANDY ROGRIGUES e
GERBIL RIOT OF ‘87 SIMON AVERY ] € 2 GAMES ON £
mqmdhmmmwm 2 o 5 PANCmmTHMsEA(T Parts, .O-N’ACKHAM = il 3 ¥
dise at £4 and Add one of more games at £1 each For - mi— n e 75
dac w4 and A ) Exane soavesontOse 9 PROJECT ANNIHILATION JOHN PACKHAM 2
A THIEFS TALE + Any 3 Simon Avery Games AGAMESON1DISC  £9 PROJECT X - MICROMAN TKEMPL T
o -~
ADsyin e Lis of s TUPPERWARE SALESMAN GRMWOLD o €s eI THEFT PAL WILSON 1% 550 L
GRIMWOLD'S BIG ADVENTURE - FREE! COLDITZ ESCAPE (Two Parts) FRANK FRIDD s €
i & 2 THE SOUND OF HIM FRANK 2 7
m‘r:;s MICHAEL HUNT 2 £ VIDEOWORLD (Twe Parts) GRAHAM PARRY s e |
JASON DAVIS 2 £ ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE OF FIRST CLASS POSTAGE WITH! ‘
YARKON BLUES I (Two Parts) JASON DAVIS o € PLEASE ADD £1 SENS WAL
e oavs o & £1 TO COVER ADDITIONAL POSTAGE FOR OVERSEAS MAIL
HELP inc. JASON DAVIS 2 £4 CROSSED CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO: JG
YARKON BLUES | & § & SMIRKING HORROR JASON GAMES ON 1 DISC ADDRESS: 78 RADIPOLE WEYMOUTH, L e ol
YARKON BLUES | &1, SMIRKING & HELP inc. N s 10AMes on1oisc & 5578 e AL L
OUT OF THE LIMELIGHT (PAW) JSCOTT 4§ BOYD DISC ONLY €4 TELEPHONE: 01305 784155 1pm to 10 pm !I

THE WORLDWOE AMSTRAD ERIE S
CPC USERS CLUB E“"“ CampurBoft  ERETEGr-sii

. MO COURT .

The club offers it members not only the best I &u%% ousTONERS WISHIN O PAY v
. . CRED CARD PLERSE CALL 1
CPC magazine for the serious user but... _|_|“_“-°'"m-m .................... 554 4705 (24 HOUR ANSAPHONE ).

e a B Lt e G e T ST

1) ProPrint - Protext text enhancement progras, multiple foats etc.

+ Homegrown Software Library Allows users to design their own fonts with inbuilt font editor.
2 Book Libfafy For all Amstrad CPC disc machines. Disc - £15.99 ROM - £24.99
. 2) Mi Desi Pl - P i k . isti 1 4 o
# Tape Software Library Microlasien Flus o TaE N riven DTF aystem. oieh awalicy print ) —
i Te]ep/)one Help]lﬂes output. For all Amstrad CPC disc machines with 128k. £29.99
3) MicroDesign Extra - pisc of clip-art for wuse with MicroDesign
$ Aﬂd 'UC/) 'UCh nore. .. Plus. Consists of large headline fonts, musical notation symbols,

flowchart symbols etc. ROMDOS D20 format £13.99 or 3" disc £14.99

The ¢lub, founded in 1986, is runonanon- = - S5 s o o
. . . Ma L Fi M D 3
profit making basis, by members for the K, S s L duanken, T B R
. Ma T iti =4 ! Hi-R k
benefit of members. If you own an Amstrad ) Waps OF The BrL L e tocvayey councies sty iy
CPC and are Se”o”s about yOUr CPC then ROMDOS D20 format - £12.99 or 3" format ( 2 discs ) - £14.99
WACCI is the Club for you. b) Vorld Haps - Fifteen WijRer mapg of 1o or o P

S) The Desktop Environment System - Sophisticated CPC graphical user
interface, based on an Apple MacIntosh style WIMP environmeat. For

FOR A FRE E all CPC disc machines. Disc - £14.99 ROMS (2) - £24.99
SAMPL E COP V 6) 2inl - PC to CPC transfer program, runs under CPM. Allows the user —

OF THE CLUB to auap betvecn @ PG AN Gisc  machines e Tat wader

MAGAZINE i | . i

SEND A 29p ParaDes - Super D O N und soperios S L
STAMP TO: only DOS oK whick shedld B eefivere. gl AN AR

(()ACCI 8) The_hsic Idea - Quality Basic tutorial aimed at the competent

7 BRUNSU)OOD GN 2::;:1:1:;«?3“““. Consists of a 42 page manual and disc of e:::p;g
HAwARDEN 9) Xexor - Sophisticated file nannge-en:/digc backup utility, capable =

DE ES I D E of backing up almost all protected CPC discs. £14.99

10) Soft-Lok V2.3 - Comprehensive tape to disc utility, specifically
C LOJVD designed to transfer speedlock protected games to disc. £14.99

CH5 3JA 11) CampurSoft Rombox - Cased 8 socket Rombox expandible to 15 sockets <
ideal for DES, ParaDos, Protext etc. £35.00 + £2.00 postage.




ADVENTURE PROBE

Adventure Probe

is an all-computers monthly
magazine with 56 A5 pages
(23 crammed with readers
tters, reviews of newly-
released adventures, hints for
old and new adventures, a
'getting you started' section to
help with those frustratingly
difficult beginnings, readers
software for sale/wanted,
computer and adventure
related articles, a serialized
solution in a walk-through
style, advertisements for
magazines & software houses,
and many more interesting
items.
£2.00 per issue (cheques/p.o. payable to Adventure
Probe), All enquiries to:

Barbara Gibb (Editor)

Adventure Probe
52 Burford Rd,
Liverpool. L16 6AQ,
England, U.K.

THE magazine for ALL adventarers since Jane 1986
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Computer Disk Problems?
Don't Panic! '
Call the Experts...

0892 835974

Dave's Disk Doctor Service

Il quotes
from 8Bit.




I'VE QUT & ¥, HOW WAAT CAW 1 Lo WITH ITY NUMBER 2 - Commodore C64

This is the third and last part of the second in the series on each of the 8-bit
machines in turn, and is intended to be the kind of introduction to an unfamiliar
computer that might be useful to someone who has just bought, or is considering
buying, one second-hand and wants a brief summary of its best applications. I hope
it may also encourage interest in a type of computer you do not currently have.

Hello folks! It's me again; LS Bebbington. This is what to look for when buying
a C64 and how to find a 'best buy’. Second-hand C64s can cost up to £200, can you
believe? this will normally include a C64 or C64C, some sort of hardware cart such
as Action Replay, 1541 (or similar) disk drive, several joysticks, maybe a mouse or
tracker ball, a Commodore MPS, or other Commodore-compatible, printer and a
Commodore monitor with, of course, a tape deck, all leads, and lots of software. So
for your £200 you're actually getting a decent setup and you don’'t have to worry
about a lack of new releases for your tape deck as you have a disc drive.

Normally though, when you go down to a boot sale, the most you're likely to see
is a stone-age tape deck with all leads, some tape software, and a C64 or C64C. For
a setup like that, taking into consideration that tape decks are being phased out,
if you want to stick with the C64 you will need at least a 1541 disk drive so,
(unless you see one second-hand) you will have to spend £79.99 for a new one. For a
setup as basic as that, don’'t pay any more than £20. If you see a C64 (or (C64C) with
leads. software, and disk drive, as well as all the usuals - tape deck, software,
joysticks etc I'd think twice about paying more than about £75. Make sure the disk
drive is a 1541 or compatible (5%")

If there is a Commodore MPS printer chucked in with it, this could bring the
value up to £100. Make sure everything’s in good condition, though; the MPS printers
are not the best in the world. If the deal includes the scarce 1520 printer/plotter,
consider paying only up to £85. Why? well, this device uses special printer pens and
paper which were discontinued in 1992. If the package includes a Star LC100 printer
with leads, let me point out that the printer alone costs £200. Any price below this
is a barg!

wWell that's it. I think I've covered everything briefly. One thing to remember
when buying any C64 or C64C setup - you will normally get a good amount of software.
I consider though that my software collection is somewhat limited, and I have
roughly 115 games and 16 compilations (each containing at least 3 games) .

ELECTRIC BOYS BNTERTAIMMENT SOUFTWARE - the latest

At the beginning of April, I received a note from one of 8BIT's regular C64
correspondents indicating that Electric Boys Entertainment Software were proposing
going out of games software. Before going to press with this, I wrote to Russ
Michaels of EBES for clarification of his company’'s position. Here is his reply,
followed by my response to the points he raises.

"Thank you for your letter regarding information supplied about EBES from one of
your readers, I can confirm the facts to be legitimate despite the wording leaving
much to be desired so I will hereby give the facts firsthand.

"Due to the lack of new software being released for the C64 in the UK, EBES
undertook the task to remedy this problem by 1> Importing games from abroad 2>
signing up development teams from abroad to work for EBES. We have now released 4
games, 'Heavenbound’ which we licensed UK and USA distribution rights for from the
Australian producers at the time of release, 'Lions of the Universe’ & ’'Saliva Kid’

Page 12 (Issue 7)




which are imported re-releases from Germany and ’'Chicken’ which is a new and
previously unreleased game from an ex-Codemasters programmer. These games have been
available for many months now and have all been reviewed in Commodore Format and
since their release only 'Heavenbound' has only sold more than 20 copies, which is
totally pathetic and shows there is obviously no market for games in this country
thus all future planned releases such as Captain America, Flashback, Defensive have
now been shelved along with the the many other imports that were also planned for
release.

"The only possibility for a reprieve of this decision is if the USA market deems
more profitable as 'Heavenbound’ and 'Lions’ are due for release in a few weeks over
there, if these do well then the aforementioned games will be completed for the
American NTSC system, other than this all future releases will be geared towards
productivity software such as GEOS as this is where there is still a strong userbase
with guaranteed sales, all products and software we will only be advertising through
our new magazine Commodore World so only UK readers of this will have knowledge or
access to new releases, unless of course other UK magazines/fanzines make the effort
to keep up to date, which obviously Commodore Format do not as they have been
stating for so long that C64 users are screaming for new games, which as we have
seen is not the case.

"With regards to your mention of sending complimentary copies of your 8BIT

N magazine, I thank you for this but as 8BIT seems mainly geared towards the Amstrad

and has hardly any C64/128 coverage, I would expect you do not have many readers who
own a C64/128 so it would be a pointless exercise to advertise our products."”

Regards, Russ Michaels
Dear Russ,

"Thanks for your letter setting the record straight on the Electric Boys games
software situation. I will include your version in the next 8BIT. My experience
parallels yours; the majority of 8-bit users with disposable income are spending it
on serious software and peripherals rather than new games. [ am pleased to see that
Commodore Format is, at last, moving towards more coverage of serious software and
hardware, as your own pieces on hard drives and Geopublish in the April issue and
their appeal for a comms ‘virgin® to assist in coverage for E-mail/Internet
newcomers confirms.

"By my records, a little over 15% of my readership (currently a little over 500
and steadily rising) came directly from Commodore-related canvassing (C64 magazines,
specialist suppliers etc), and there are many (most) who do not declare their
allegiances when they subscribe. I am aware that supporters of, and producers for,
the various machines are not all equally contributing in the various ways possible
and probably never will, and this influences the published content of 8BIT. For the
record, issue 5 saw the second part of a three issue series by Leon Bebbington on
the C64 series written specifically for potential buyers/new users and I held over
several Amstrad (CPC and PCW) biased articles. | wused all that was submitted that
was specifically SAM/Spectrum-related. However, 1 am not running a dedicated C64
magazine any more than [ am running a dedicated Amstrad, Spectrum, MSX or SAM
magazine. I do not wish to undermine what machine-specific magazines do, rather what
I cover aims to complements it.

"As I declare in all my solicitations for 8BIT, what 1 am seeking to cover
primarily is items of interest to all 8-bit users (such as Style and Design in Home
Publishing, Availability of Software and Hardware, Location of Reasonably-priced
Repair Centres, E-mail and Internet facilities, file interchange between 8-bits) as

contd.Page 15...
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UBITUARTES PAGE

The deaths are announced of two
stalwarts of the 8-bit computing world.

After a long iliness, Amstrad Action
passed away during the week commencing
29th May 1995. Due to the bank holiday
that week it is feared nobody may have
noticed for some time.

Amstrad Action, or AA as it became
known to its 3 remaining subscribers,
had been in ill-health for some time and
was not expected to live beyond August,
but the sudden death in June came as a
great shock to its many friends and
family (P Dwerryhouse and J Packham).

For almost 10 years, AA lived a life
full of fun and was known and respected
throughout the world as an authority on
Amstrad CPC computers. Early success led
to the growth of the Future Publishing
empire, which is in good health and
expected to survive AA by many years.
Indeed, when asked how she would manage
after the loss of the patient who had
been in her close care for several
months, former editor Karen Levell is
reported to have said, "Don’'t worry
about me, matey, I'm off to Amiga
Format."

Friends had noticed AA's loss of
weight during the last 2 years, and even
though the magazine had been on a crash
course involving re-introduction of the
controversial ’subscription’ measures,
and a strict diet of 'freelancers’,this
was not sufficient to halt its decline.

Nurse Angela Cook, one of the people
brought in to supply help and
nourishment to the patient in the
twilight of its years, said she was very
sorry the patient could not be saved
despite a recent infusion of new blood
which had appeared to transform AA into
a leaner, fitter, competitor in the
competitive world of computer magazines.
The new blood had had a beneficial
effect on its circulation and in the
final issue this was reported as 15,168.
Unfortunately these figures were the
total sales for the period Jan-December
1994. Since then all but 3 had left in a
mass movement towards political
correctness, or 'PC’ as it is known.

" Amstrad Action is survived by many

magazines produced by supporters of the
Amstrad CPC. No flowers by request,
aithough transfers of AA subscriptions
to any other Future Publishing titles
(and in particular PCW Plus) would be
appreciated by Future Publishing.

May also saw the sudden death of
Locoscript User. Despite more changes of
name than Lord Stansgate, later Anthony
wedgwood-Benn, Anthony Benn, Tony Benn,
and lastly Mr Benn, Locoscripti User had
been believed in good health and its
loss has come as a great shock to
friends and supporters.

in a bizarre attempt to extend its
natural life, the former Amstrad PCW
(incorporating Computing with the
Amstrad PCW), which had become PCW User,
changed its name in February ‘95 to
Locoscript User, after the complex word
processor program for the PCw and PC
computers. Apparently, the names Super
Labeller User, Microdesign 3 (and 2)
User, and Very Small-but-Powerful Home
Accounts for the PCW User were all
considered but not eventually adopted.

It is believed by some that rash
experiments with the name may have
brought on Locoscript User's sudden
demise. A Mr Montgomery Scott commented,
"You canna' change the laws of physics,
Captain". However, what relevance this
may have is hard to determine now.

The magazine had lived with a
succession of foster parents through its
long life, and was eventually adopted by
a certain ’'Nexus Media’ and moved to
leafy Azalea Drive, Swanley, where the
death occurred.

Our reporter tried to obtain a
comment on the loss of its competitor
from a representative of PCW Plus, but
regrettably was unable to make his knock
on the door be heard over the sounds of
the party going on inside.

Due to the suddenness of the death,
a brief inquest is being held amongst
its former readers although foul play
is not suspected.

A day of mourning was declared for
both publications last Thursday. The day
of the thanksgiving service was last
Friday and I apologise if this issue
arrives too late for readers to attend.
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BUBCIRIC BUYS ENTRETATIRGEIT SUMYARE - the latest - Continued from Page 13

I believe the various machines each have their own features and advantages. At the
prices they change hands for these days it can make sense to invest in a different
8-bit computer for a specific purpose, rather than put £1,500 into a ’Jack-of-all-
trades’ machine, which my son has just done - silly boy, but he says he needs it for
his college course.

"Also, it may be an old idea, but I will be including a questionnaire shortly to
get information on ways by which the readers feel 1 could improve 8BIT. This will
include a space to record which computer(s) they own and use and wil! not presume
there is only one computer in use in a home.

"Good luck with COMMODORE WORLD. | will include it in my round-up of 8-bit
magazines in issue 6. Please keep me on your mailing list if you think 8BIT can be
of service. If you send me news of your company’'s activities I will publish it as
prominently as space allows, regardless of whether you are placing advertising with
me or not."

Best Wishes, Brian Watson

To conclude, I believe the same points raised by Russ could be said for ali the
8-bit computers’ software producers. The sales are shifting towards ’'serious’
applications and the market for new games is dwindling. This issue is not closed: I
welcome readers’ comments.

% * * x

Oops! Two late entries for the C64/128 section: (1) Philip Boyce of Paralle!
Logic is publishing a new bi-monthly disk magazine called Commodore Diskette.
Further details from Philip on 01960 378954. Once again he needs contributions:; if
only I had the time... (2) is Computer Scene, a new A4 magazine from RPA Bowen, 35,
Nottingham Road, Nuthall, NOTTINGHAM NG16 1DN. A sample copy can be obtained for 75p
+ an A4 SAE. Full review new time and both have been added to the8BIT magazine
section.

64 magazine is now available in mainland Europe from Ivor Brands, Middelzand
5421, 1788 He Den Helder, Holland. Leon Bebbington is also looking for more overseas
distributors. See his entry in the small advertisements COMMODORE section.

COMMODOREMAGIC

Dedicated to supporting the C64 and it's User

5 Crane Avenue, Yaxley, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire, PE7 39H
Telephone: (01733) 245554 between 6pm e 7pm - UK Time
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THE BACY PAGE
Just a few things before I fall off the back cover:

1) To all editors (especially new ones): please do not ask/expect me to write for
yvour magazines. 8BIT is a labour of love, but other than that I have to spend my
time earning a living. Sorry. 1 cannot remember who it was from, but I got an
advertising note last week including what looked like an indication that | would be
writing for a new magazine. This is not true and I would be obliged if whoever is
taking my name in vain would stop it. I will be writing for the new 8-bit section in
PC Mart, but that’'s it for now.

2) Thank you very much for all your letters, I really do appreciate your comments.
Unfortunately, the sheer volume of them now means it is usually not possible now to
provide individual replies (good grief, I sound like a right 'celeb’!). If you need
technical or other help may 1 suggest a small advert: it's free as part of your
subscription and I hear that the response rate is good.

(5E111) COMTHE Z00H TO SBIT

The continuation of the Home Publishing series (squeezed out due to lack of
space this time), the hidden correspondence and messages which may lurk in your
printer, genealogical information recording on the cheap (including family trees
back to greaté grandparents, 'Magic Eye’ 3-D pictures created on an 8-bit, current
8-bit computing around the world (wanna buy a (64, tovarich?), using your inkjet to
the full, inter-computer file transfers, the latest generation of emulators, more
Weird Wired World telecoms leaks and silliness, faxing with an 8-bit, detailed
special features on Spectrums and PCWs in the "I've got Az Series; more
Internet/E-mail stuff (once I get my, rather than my son’s modem and software
working), a ’'which 8-bit is best for...?’ series, etc, etc.

% * * *

THE UEGAL STUFR ete

PLEASE NOTE: Unless explicitly stated otherwise, the copyright on all articles
in 8BIT or its predecessor 8BIT Mart, is held by Brian Watson and/or the relevant
author, but may be freely reproduced elsewhere as long as the 8BIT’'s name, full
address, and phone number are credited as the source.

Details of 8BIT subscribers’ names and addresses will not be divulged to any
third party without their express permission.

while the advertising section is the best place for appeals for (or offers of)
help, I would like to publish part or all of any letters which seem to have a
general interest. I will assume that permission to publish is implied with any
letter received unless otherwise stated.

All facts and information in 8BIT are published on the basis that they are
believed true at the time of publication. No 1liability can be accepted by Brian
Watson or other contributors for any loss or damage to subscribers software of
equipment, however caused. So mind how you go, ['m doing my best! I am careful to
try to supply a realistic value to any hunch, belief, opinion, rumour or fact. But
clangers can still happen. So, "Sorry, and please tell me if/when it happens so that
I can set the record straight.”

I hope you approve of the new, slightly more organised, format. Aye! Aye! That's
yver lot. See you at the beginning of October.
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