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Wow! What a great couple of months INDEX FOR THIS ISSUE
this has been. ... ===========s=======-=

The survey forms from last issue have Page 1 Editorial & News. This Index
been pouring in and the results will be
summarised as soon as 1 have time to Page 2 The Big Story - Protext relaunch
collate them. In the meantime you should
see some of the changes you asked for Page 3 IEBA News

including a new masthead, no more
outline fonts, and a lot less BT stuff. Page 5 SAM/Spectrum Page
See. I do listen ¢..even if they aon’'t}.
Page 6 Sex and Violence
One more 8-bii computer magazine f{rom
Format has bitten the dust, leaving just Page
PCW Plus flying the flag with about

~J

Lawyers PCW Club - fault fixing

10,000 readers, or so the rumour has it. Page 8 PCW Clubs Page

I'm just waiting for the shock when they

find out what the new writer on PCW Plus Page 9 Bonzo's History Pt 2
really looks like. Believe me, thai

little cartoon doesa’t do uim justice. Page i1  Star Stockist

His name, for those who may have heard
of him, is Simon Foerrester. Haag on in  Page !4 Home Publishing Par:i 2
there, Simon!
Page 15 Home Publishing continued
Let's hope all their readers go aver
to Commodore World from Electric Boys. Page 16 Recent Reading
as well as a coupie of the C64 fanzines.
Page 17 Fmuiator Feature
The IEBA is thriving and the 8-bit
directory will he sent out by the end of Page 19 Commodore Page
the vear. The draft ~opy looks great.
Page 20 Coming soon und Mumpiiz
Protext angd its reliated programs wil:
be back within twn mopths raanks io a Others Adverts and more staofi
rescue by a couple of herges.
Also, as loose sheets:
Now all we need is a nice new 8-bit
computer from Amstrad. just in time for More adverts than you'll ever need.
Christmas. [ can dream. Pip! Pip!

Brian waison = == = —=
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THE BIG STORY -The Return of Protext
...and now Lhe good news.

The demise of Arner. the company who
published the <superb word processor
Protext for the PCW and CPC among many
other fine programs, was announced in
the last 8BIT. Wwell. Protext, Protype.
Maxam, Utopia and the rest will be back
within a shori time with a full customer
support service and upgrade offers.

The CPC user group WACCI and Brian
Watson, editor of 8BIT. have managed to
buy the Z80 source code, master ropies,
manuals and al! worldwide rights to atll
Arnor's software in tape, disc and ROM
versions from the official receiver.
This includes Amsdos and CP/M Profext.
Promerge, Prospeli. the Utopla utility,

Maxam (all versions), Protext Office.
Protext Filer. eic etc. In short. they
now own everything that comprised

Arpor’'s 8-bit range.

It has taken a lot
including attendance at
at Croydon court. staying
the various agencies at
the process. and iiason
interested parties to bring
eventually it worked.

of persistence,
the winding-up

in touch with
every stage of
between all :the
it off. but

Once the details are fipnalised, Peter
Campbell’s Campursoft in Glasgow will be
appointed distributors of the range. as
well as selling their own new program
'Proprint PCw® to further enhance
Protext's capabilities on the PCW.

In addition. several of the software
developers have expressed an interest in
writing add-on  programs, and the
possibility exisis for conversion of any
and all programs to the other 8-bit
computers if the demand 1is found to be
there.

Even people who are currently using
pirated copies of Arnor's versions will
be catered for; the new owners do live
in the real worid!

What may happen, and details have yet
to be agreed., 1is an amnesty period
during which current users (regardless
of where their programs came from) may
be allowed to register for a small fee
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with the new company and so become
legitimate users, as well as obtaining
the latest version of the program and a
manual. They would then also be able to
use the new on-going support service.

At this point it would be as well to

clarify the legal position. The aew
company handling the Protext family etc
now hoid the copyright to all the Z80
versions of Arnor's software and may
take legal action against any and all
users or suppliers of their pirated
software, regardless of whether it has
Arnor’'s name on Oor ours.

If this sounds a little harsh put

that way let me explain and justify the
position. The success of this project,
and what may derive from it in other
areas, reiies on the new owners not
being greedy with their new assets and
the users not cheating the system for
the sake of a few pounds. One copy seold
and ten copies distributed is no way to
keep resources available for marketing
the reissued software to new users and
publicising the many benefits of 8-bit
computing to potential new users of it.

This acquisition operation has taken
quite a a wad of money from WACCI and I,
so may keep us out of the market for a
little while, but the IEBA is in a
position to look at similar acquisitienms
of 8-bit software, hardware, or other
development possibilities. It certainly
sets a good precedent of what can be
obtained provided ©prospective buyers
set about things in a businesslike way
and are prepared to be persistant when
neccesary.

and many
of 8-bit

0J Software, Trading Post.
others who buy up stocks
products for clearance at low prices
are not undermined by this, rather it
complements their worthy activities by
keeping users of 8-bit computer
equipment and software supported rather
than moving on to ether machines.

[f you would like to be kept informed
on updated information as further
details of the re-launch project are
announced over the next few weeks, send
an A4 SAE to Brian Watson at 8BIT
Magazine, "Harrowden", 39, High Street,
Sutton-in-the-Isle, ELY, Cambs (B6 2RA.




IEBA NEWS

The demanding task of compiling and
editing the IEBA Directory of 8-bit
services has been taken on by John
wWaiker, 23, Weir Close, Mainstone,
PLYMOUTH, Devon, PLE 8SD. He
connected with PCW matters and is
supported in the work by Leon Bebbi
as the (64 co-ordinator, Andy Davi
the SAM/Spectrum co-ordinator, and Bri
watson who is the CPC and other machines
collator, as well ag receiving
information for forwarding to John.

are able to o

if any 8BIT readers
heip by supplying up to date informa
on 8-bit computer suppliers, repair
magazines, clubs, PD suppliers, 'n
cites or whatever for inclusion i
- IEBA Directory, please send it ON PAPER
to Brian Watson, secretary of the IEBA

at 8BIT magazine.

D =+

in so

far is most encouragin and there have

been several requests from abrpad for 2
"rest of the world’ supplement.

The proposed publication date has

been put back to just after Christmas fo

ensure as much useful information as

possible is included and it will be free

to IEBA members.

the Directory
pages of A4

L G SN

The draft copy of
already runs te over 30
goodness knows how big it will be 53!
Christmas. Did anyone say there was no
support now for 8-bit computers?

x * %

M Surridge writes that Commodo
estimate they sold 2 million C64s

re
in
to

this country and when he talkin
Trading Post and DTBS (who?) there is
still evident enthugsiagsm. They seem io

believe that up to 1 million C64s may
still he active in the UK, Even if that
is a little high (and who knows for

sure) what with PCws, CPCs, SAMs and
Spectrums etc we must be talking about a
lot of people who are not aware how much
support there is still available for

their allegedly 'outdated’ computers.
He goes on to make the suggestion
that user  groups might consider
Page 3
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exhibitions in libraries, leaflets in
computer shops. and using mainstream (ie
not 8-bit) magazines through small
adverts. He has already had some success
through Micro Mart (PC Mart are now
running an 8-bit page-BW) and points aut

=~

that new members are the lifeblood »
uger groups but wonders if perhaps there
is a concern in user groups about the
risk of being inundated by any response
to such a ‘'marketing thrust’. [ would
think that's not a major worry for them
at the momeni and frankly,K ['m with him
all the way.

I know the idea of leaflets in
computer shops (and mail-order outlets)
has been pursued {including by me}, but
I can confirm it takes a lot of
monitoring on a regular basis to keep up
the momentum and thereby get the best

from it. Por maximum effectiveness old
scruffy leaflets need to be replaced and
a steady and appropriate supply of
leaflets kept coming.

Regrettably, [ am as gui
and have not allocated
attention I should
been kind enough to
of an 8BIT leaflet distribution
customers. 0dd, perhaps, since
my work background i rketing

is
S mar ting .

I like the idea of a o
easily portable, display for librar
1gt. Perhaps 2 few
like to give the 1idea
with a view to a trial
Saturday. In my experience
a likelihood of a problem with
if the display is just
demonstrating display

more  forethought
a reliable rota of
throughout £

get-in and

i
[}

certainty of
in attendance
including the
However they need
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SPECTRUM CLUB

2000 Spectrum titles
available for hire
Hetuon st class postage pa:d

a catalogue and further detaiis
send a stamped,
se ) f-addressec envelope to:

Softsel! (EBM)
32 Dursley road,
TROWBRIDGE,
Wilts
BA14 QNP

lThe Softsell Shop 1s at:
16, Church Street, TROWBRIDGE
10-3 darly. Tel: 01225 775446

ADVENTURE PROBE

Adventure Probe

is an all-computers monthly
magazine with 56 A5 pages
crammed with readers
etters, reviews of newly-
released adventures, hints for
' old and new adventures, a
‘getting you started’ section to
help with those frustratingly
difficult beginnings, readers
software for sale/wanted,
computer and adventure
related articles, a serialized
solution in a walk-through
style, advertisements for
magazines & software houses,
and many more interesting
items.
£2.00 per issue (cheques/p.o. payable to Adventure
Probe). Ali enquiries to:
Barbara Gibb (Editor)
Adventure Probe
52 Buiford Rd,
Liverpool. L16 6AQ,
England, UK.

THE magazine for FLL aMntamn since Jane 1986
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4 Great Games : 4 Business Applications :
6 Proprammers Utilihes : Over 100 titles

available individually : 65p each Send for
Free List . On Disk List for SAM £1.00.

£9.95 for +2 £14.95 for +3

Guide, : Definitive 48 page booklet/cata-
logue of the best S games 1982 -
1988 : Over 100 games reviewed : Just £1.95
(Contributors wanted for 2end edltlon!!){.
or
£1200 : 20 for £20.008! Wide Selection of]
secondhand titles available. 3

& £250 Spap-
tor program £2.00.
S

su Shareware
shots 95p: Amiga Emi

Synthesis were £20.00 now only £14.95.

; Superb drum
: was £25 now only £14.95.
nnLAdnnmm £1.9 HackPack

Poke Routines : £3.99

Spi-Droid : £299 : Bgghead Il Game
Pack :£299 Pokerama Booklet over 20
Pages with over 100 games cheats and

Plus our SPECTRE User Group and
Newsletter offering New Spectrum/SAM
Contacts, Free Help & Advice, Second-
hand Hardware, and Software Bought &
Sold . Exclusive Club Discounts. Reviews
and Information on FanzZines and

independent products and much more...

Supporting all SPECTRUMS
. (48/+/+2/+3) and SAM Machines.
For a full information pack - including PD
List send an SAE to :-

CHIC:
the very best 8 bit computer user
group offering contacts, news,
reviews, PD Software and exclusive
special offers te owners of
Spectrum, Amstrad CPC, C64 and PCW
machines.

For free information pack send an
SAE te CHIC (8M), Box 121,
Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 9JP
(01753 884473)



CP/M AND MALLARD BASIC ON THE SPECTRUM: However, with a bit of trial and error,
you will probably be able to use them

CP/M is the most widely used within a few days.
operating system after MS-DOS and is
available now for the Spectrum +3 from Summary - A very good package, and well
BG Services or Locomotive Software. worth the money.

The Amstrad PCW and Amstrad CPC both Plus points: plenty of programs, it
use CP/M and it lets me run PCW and CPC is quick and there is a large user base.
Programs on my +3. But that's not all.

You can use an 80 column virtual screen, Minus points: The manual 1is not
copy discs quickly, configure printers brilliant, and there is -a lack of
and the serial port, and reconfigure the important basic commands.

keyboard to your own needs.

Rating: worth the momey 1f you are a
You also get two basic text editors, serious programmer (or have friends with
basic disc utilities {erase, type, dir, prws or CPCs with whem you wish to
copy [PIP] and rename), a program to exchange files)
produce a hex dump of a file, a colour
utility, one to give you the bility to 3DCKIT TIP
— put passwords on your files etc. and
that's just one side of the disc. If you bought this on tape and cannot
save to +3 disk because you don’t have
Side 2 has a date utility and things the formatter follow these instructions
that are not explained very well in the to save it to disk. You will need CP/M
manual. The manual says of some programs and the Alchemist Research PD CP/M tape:
"This utility is outside the scope of
this manual®™, which roughly translated 1. Load CP/M, then load DU49.
means "Buy our other manual for £15 2. Select the FORMAT option.
which covers this utility", and to add 3. Select disk type 1 (Amstrad Auto
insult to injury, there is an advert in select)
the box for the manual which explains 4. Insert the disk you wish to be
the commands for £15, or a complete formatted. (ENSURE IT IS BLANK OR WHEN
documentation of CP/M for £50. That YOU FORMAT IT ALL DATA WILL BE LOST)
aside, CP/M is a good buy. 5. Press any key to format.
6. Make a note on the disk that is is
MALLARD BASIC 3DCKIT as there is no way to tell.
; 7. Use 3DCKIT as normal, but make sure
This is the other half of the that You write down what the files are
— package. Mallard BASIC is what the PCWs called as you cannot CAT the files like
ase. Its emphasis is on fast arithmetic a normal disk.
rather than user-friendliness. This is 8. Don't forget to choose the Disk
shown up by the fact that there is ne option on the load/save menu.
CLS command and escape codes must be
used instead. However this is still Seae Useful Addresses:
quite versatile, and there are couple of
basic programs on the disc to loeok at. Alchemist Research's Software Library is
now at 126, Redfield Road, BRISTOL BS5
There is a tape available from BG 90A {Trevor Mpssman and Lleyd Carland)
SERVICES (also at Alchemist Research -
end blank disk aaé SAE) vwhich has =2 BRC Services are at 64 Roebuck Boad,
and CP/M utilities on it. You load it Cheseington, Surrey, K19 1JX
up, and it ihbamgresses all gver the
disc. The programs are then ready to Locomotive Software are at Allen Court,
use. One of these programs formats a Dorking Surrey, RH4 1YL
disc to several different types, which
is very useful if you have 3DCKIT (See This article on CP/M and Mallard
end of review). These programs are very Basic for the Spectrum +3 was supplied
yseful |, but mostly undacumented. by Alchemist Research. Thank yon, Andy.
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RELICS AND THE MATTER OF CENSORSHIP

In the corner of this page is an
advertisement from Darren Randle for
his new magazine Relics. As it is the
first sSubmission I have seriously
considered censoring, apart f{rom a few
rather 'fruity’ words in the recent CPC
PD series, I thought my considerations
might be of interest to readers.

Relics has been some while in the
preparation and after much deliberation
Darren has settled on an A5 magazine
covering, as the advert says. old
computers (especially the Spectrum) and
world cinema. You may feel this to be
an odd mix, but Darren explains in the
first issue that he hopes this will be
serve to introduce computer users to
his other enthusiasm: the cinema side.

An aspect of films made abroad is
that the rules of what can be said and
shown are frequently a lot broader than
in the UK. We may like to think we are
a free people, but we have a Board of
Film Censorsnip (oops}) to cut the
‘rudest’ or goriest bits out according
to the prejudices of the time.

As an adult, I find it disgraceful
that I am not allowed to make up my
mind what I choose to see at the
cinema. In fact horror films scare me
silly and I don't find films mainly
devoted to sex a great turn-on, SO I
don't tend to seek either out in the
cinema or on video, but that's my
decicion. I'm a bit more concerned
about protection of young people from
stuff which, unexplained, mighi upset
them but that’s another aspect of the
matter which is not relevant here.

Then this advert for Belics turns up
on my doorstep and my first thought was
that I shouldn’t print it as it was.
Good grief, perhaps the old liberal is
a prude after 4ll? 1 considered just

taking the middle out, and talked to

Darren about doing that. Then I thought
“no, it’'s only a digitised picture" and
after all, it’s taken from Blood for
Dracula, which I saw at home (with the
lights on) and it was quite a good
film. So, accepting the responsibility
being an editor requires, I’m running
it and hope nobody finds it offensive.

The magazine? It's very good; the

3 1
various elements make for an eclectic

mix and I found mest of it of interest
to me. Darren expects it to evolve into
a 'world cinema-only’ publication as
time goes by and that's the area where
I feel he can go fox a particular niche

anﬂl ho very sucece
Qi SucTTo

With the demise of the various 8-bit
computer magazines recently. there has
been a sudden contagion of would-be
publishers, producing self-regarding
fanzines tc a market which is already
over-supplied by the many other similar
publications. As ever, only the best
will survive more than a couple of
issues. In the last two months I have
been sent three which have been
scrapped or drastically revised before
issue 2. By ploughing its own furrow, I
rather think Relics will make it.

THE DAWN OF A NEW ERA

The first fully 5 Brought to you
integrated = 7 g by the people
3 behind Neon
‘ world cinema, Grafix and
science fiction Sty Sinclair News.
and Sty A new chapter
CDi SES bas just
magazioe. ; ; 2 begun.

Spectrum,

Open your mind to a new dimension of entertainment, one of Spectrums, forror k

and world cinema. Experience blasts from the past, ve out new fantasies,  Kg

wallow n nostalja, discover new mightmares and help bring out your kidden
dark side. Relics 1s no ordinary computer magazine.

Relics Issue 1 Volume | 15 available from October 2rd 1995 Priced £1.80
wcluding post and-packing from Darren at:

2 ' Neon Pubnshmgf}_i‘.ss Vislley Drive, Gravesend, Kent. DA12 5SH.

Please make cheques and postal orders payable to DARREN RANMDLE.

THE MAGAZINE OF WORLD CINEMA AND CULT COMPUTERS
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THE LAWYERS® PCW CLUB.

Regular readers of 8Bit may wonder why my column is headed as above. The
answer is that this column comes from the Lawyers' PCW Club, of which I am the
Hon. Secretary. The Club supports members of the legal profession who use
PCWs and also PCs, but especially Locoscript users.

Incidentally, our Club doesn't have a monopoly on 8Bit's PCW columns - I'm sure
that Brian (8Bit's Editor) would be happy to include more from other PCW clubs.

However, rather than simply telling you about the Club, I thought it would be
useful to provide information on the PCW (users of other computers might also
find some of my articles interesting too!) - but please do check everything for
yourself, with your own experts where necessary.

Commonest PCW Problems:

1. Mechanical problems - first check troubieshooting sections of manual. Are all

cables corrected properly and relevant parts clean? Your dealer may be able to
—help. Dictaphone carry out on-site repairs (ad hoc, and service agreements) on

01926-429124, Park House, 10 Park Street, Leamington Spa, Warwicks. CV32 4XF.

2. Problems using Locoscript. Sometimes you can get "lost" in an obscure part
of Locoscript - hopefully by pressing exit, enter, stop, can keys a few times
each in different orders the screen will change (ignore bleeps) and you will be
returned to a relevant place. If stuck, attempt to save your work on disc, then
remove disc, then switch off. You can then restart the computer and hopefully
simply edit and resume your work. Locoscript's publishers, Locomotive, will
answer questions received by post. Or you could try ringing their telephone
helpline (0891-515717 - 50p per minute, weekdays, 10-12 a.m., 2-4 p.m.)

3. Disc Problems. These are caused by heat, cold, damp, lighting, direct
sunlight, removing discs at wrong time; and could indicate a faulty computer. If
you have no back-up copy, attempt to copy relevant files from the disc using
the f3 function. Copy to M first then to another disc on one disc drive PCWs;
ignore errors if possible and safe. Do not rely on faulty discs. There may be
methods of repairing discs if vital, and Dave Smith (Disc Doctor - phone 01892-
~_ 835974) may be able to assist in aid of charity. Dave can alsc assist with a wide
-ange of disc transfer problems, and users of the other 8Bit computers (or even
PC users!) will be pleased to know that his services are not limited to PCWs.
Dave suggests that you telephone him first so that he can discuss the problem
with you and quote a fee. Although I have never needed a disc recovery, a
number of Club members have, and have spoken of Dave's services very
favourably. Sometimes a faulty disc will, mysteriously, work fine on a
subsequent day - copy it, use the copy, and regard the first disc as faulty.

4. General. Sometimes a problem is a one-off fluke, and willi not occur again.
If you attempt to save your work, switch off the computer, and start from the
beginning again (attempting to edit file or recover it from limbo in Locoscript),
this will clear many urgent problems.

Club Enquiries to: Keith Simons, 10 Orrishmers Road, Cheadle Huime, Cheadle,
Cheshire. SK8 SHP.

BT - Brian likes comments on our telephone system. Here's my comments. If
you ring Antarctica Australian Territory, it costs £1.35 per minute during
daytime. If you ring a UK number beginning 0331-, 0897- 09911-, or 09919-, it
costs £1.50 per minute at dny time. Freephone 0800 800 891 for more info!

Page 7 (lssue 8)




PCW CLUB NEWS

N
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South East FEssex PCW Club meet at 7.30pm on the 1st Thursday

ach month
Rasildon Centre. Further details from Mike Elliston (Chairman) 01268 4

159258
LO&TT .

e p

5th October Mike Elliston will be introducing Databases with practical
demonstrations by Dorene Cox and Alec White using Locofile and Masterfile.

2nd November Tony Pearmain of Pinboard Computers will give a talk on 33" drives
and fib files (I could do will attending that one-BW)

7th December will be judging day for the artwork competition set in July.

Capital Computer Club (write c/o their Secretary Raymond Peterson. 21, Mapplebeck
Street.Titahi Bay. Porirua. New Zealand). If you have problems with your Te Roro
Hiko. these are the guys to contact. Supplies are hard to get down under and I'm
sure thev'd appreciate a contact from PCW-using Poms. And if you re ever in Wellington
look them up.

Just under the deadline wire, Mrs Sybi! Fox writes to appeal for pegple to form a
PCW Club in South London. She has the room (full of PCks and their software,
apparently!) nearby and now just needs the people. Her address is 67, Alder Lodge,

Stevenage Road, LONDON Sw6 6NR

8000 & PCW Plus Magazines 8000 & PCW Plus Magazines P
fale i 1986 90/ File 2+1991-94 File 1+1986-90/File 2-1991-94
B The Cornwall Club
w

To celebrate our Second Birthday
we are holding an

OPEN DAY

CONTACT:
il o Saturday October 14th 1995
Four Winds

4 10, Sheridan Avenue, 2p.m. -5pm

; Thundersley,

Essex, SS7 IRD KINGS ACRE - LUXULYAN - BODMIN

Telephone (01702) 551618 Kings Acre s the nome of LUXSOFT
. business dealers :n Amstrad Hardware and Software

This meeting is open 1o all interested
n PCWs and other Amstrad Computers

During the afternoon there will be demonstrations
of various PCW Programs together with
facilities tor purchases al ciub prices

Tecnnicat help and advice available

AR AN BEW DGR AMAGAZZARYES
SRS SINE PP Q\/\] & L:L‘/é :N\)@L:‘lb—éléhb\l:,z furthar Detads from

e @il 34 15/ Scersiary Chasemman
ARVICLES DATABASE i
In {.ozoFile/I.ocoScript /Ascii or Hard-Copy on 35 or 30" 720K Telephone: 01208 72720 Telphone 01752 0626
Discs 1995 Currently being added. Find that item easily ! R i i oA TR
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BONZO NEWSLETTERS - THE HISTORY Pari 2

in the last issue of 8BIT, Dave
Caleno recorded the early days of the
newsletters relating to the Bonzo suite
of backup/copying/tape-to-disc transfer
programs for the CPC computers: Bonzo
Super Meddler. the HackPack and Bonzo
Blitz. They started publication in
1986, edited by the author of the
programs, Colin Harris of the company
called Nemesis. '

The names of the suite of programs
were originally called after the cats,
Bonzo and Blitz. which supposedly sat
with Colin as he was writing the
programs.

Now read on. ..

cuting of the Bonzo
mid 1992, was edited by

1'1 EES
ns. now having a name
"f‘

The third
newsletters,
Martin Cossi
change to Bonze's Scrap Yard for the
first four issues [t then changed to
Bonze’'s Scr rd, as it now remains.
The format was a2 quarterly newsletter,
still A4 in size, with varying numbers
of pages, due mainly to the lack of new
software being issued. At this time the
‘new’ soitware was predominantiv re-
issues of eariier games under various
budget labels, with microscopic
instructions and occasionally different
copying requirements. The transfer
type-ins for the Amstrad Action
covertapes continued, along with the
odd set of type-ins for individual
__programs.

Martin Cossins handed the reins over
to me for 1ssue 11 of Bonzo's
Scrapyard. The name was kept ihe same,
as during the time he was editing the
newsletter a suite of programs called
Bankraid had the distribution rights
handed to Bonzo's Scrapyard and the now
defunct Amstrad Contact, by its author
Neil MacDougall. Neil still retains the
copyright and the programs are nci PD.
iIf I had changed the name of the
newsletter then this would have heen
another set of CPC programs that would
have bitten the dust. (I think this may
be changed quite iegally, if you're
interested-BW)

I would appreciate receiving any

news of transfers accomplished with the
aforementioned programs, as I am
getting very short of the information
needed to fill the newsletter. An
addition being made in the new
newsletter will cover disc-to-disc
back-ups wusing the following four
programs: Nirvana, Discology, 6 6
Procopy and XEXOR. Any information on
this would be welcome, stating which
program was used, what alterations were
made using the program, eg GCapd for
Discology and Procopy, and whether the
6128 special CopyMod had been done to
the keyboard for XEXOR. With Nirvana it
is a straight backup; it either works
or does not.

A database has been kept of the
relevant ‘ransfer option for n

repoerted traasfers, which now amount
over 1450 transfers, and has been in
the capable hands of Nigel Mells gver

o~ -

the years, for which we must be
eternally gratefal.
PS by Brian Watson. [ recently had the

pleasure of meeting Dave at the WACCI
user group’s convention in Walsall and
he tells me a major development has now
taken place with Phil Craven who, you
will remember from part one, was
entrusted with the copyright of the
programs, has granted permission for

Dave Caleno (only) to supply the
programs again.
Since Phil’'s withdrawal from - CPC

compueting a while back the prograus
have been unavailable unless you could
find them second-hand, but this now
allows CPC users to get hold of the
suite quite legally and with all the
back-up support service of the Bonzg's
Scrapyard newsletters. In addition,
Phil has granted Dave permission to
supply Maxidos, CPC Procopy and the
big-format program MS800, all! of which

were previously supplied by Phii's
companies Microstyle, and later,
Avatar.

For fuller details and prices of ail
thiese excellent utilities and the
support services write to Dave Calenc
at 29, Chapter Road, Strood, Rochester,
Kent ME2 3PX enclosing an A4 sae. [
understand he is nearly ready to supply
them again.
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SD MICROSYSTEMS

(DEPT Z), PO BOX 24, ATTLEBOROUGH, "
NORFOLK NR17 1HL. TEL (01953) 483750

The CPrC, PCwW and I
rc SPECIALISTS.
SOFTWARE

Wide range of programs including
Business/Accounts, Payroll, Word
Processing /DTP, DataBases, Utilities

plus a Budget Range from only £5.00,

all available on 3", 3.5" or 5.25" disc.
AUTHORISED LOCOMOTIVE DEALERS AND
TASMAN SOFTWARE RANGE STOCKISTS.
SUPPLIES

Blank Discs, Lockable Boxes, Printer “
Cables and Ribbons, Labels and more.
NEW! 3° DRIVE REVIVER KIT......£10.00
Drive Belt, Cleaner, DIY instructions.

HARDWARE
3.5" Disc Drive packages from £75.00,

24—pin Colour Printers from £199.00.
Disk Transfer Service CPCOPCWOPC.

Send an SAE for our current catalogue
stating computer type and disc size.

- AMISTRAD 6128 PLUS \
- AND SEIKOSHA PRINTER
FOR SALE

6128 Plus with stereo colour monitor

Seikosha SP-2000 9 pin printer & lead

SD Microsysiems 3.5" drive, PSU and various large
format software, AMX Plus mouse and interface,
Spectre RS232 Interface and Plus ‘widgit'
Software: Stop Press, Advanced Art Studlo
Protype, Pro-Ext, Fun School Z - Under &'s, Fun
School 3 - Under 5's, Fun School 3 - 510 7, Fun
School 3 - 7 to 11, Fun School 4 - 5 to 7, The
Hitch-hikers Guide to the Galaxy, Prehistorik 2, Sim
City, PANG cartridge.

All of the above are original disks, boxed and with
manuals or instructions where applicable.

In addition there is a 3 row lockable disc box
containing dozens and dozens of 3" and 3.5" discs
which gentain hundreds of commercial and PD
“'programs. | don't have the tlme to go through them
but there is something for every taste. | also nave a '
Genius Mouse and interface (£5) which is swtable
only for normal CPC machines.

The price for the whole lot is £250 o.n.o.

Please telephone Andy Gibbons on 81733 700/90
(Peterborough) between 2 prn and 6 pm dunng the

“week and anytime weekends..
Recent upqrade to PC

Il'lllll'ﬂal&lﬂﬂllillllll!ﬂllﬂllllllﬂll

forees sale.

KADICAL SOFTWAKE

This is the new address TITLE PRICE
of Radical, from which Who Said That £13.95
we keep supporting the Smart Plus* £13.95
CPC. We now ‘have a Megablasters £13.95
growtqg catalogue of Fluff* £7.95
exclusive games, and Routplanner £1995
there are more on the Star Driver £9.95
way, such as the eagerly Masters Of Space  £9.95
awaited Lethal Moves, Ball Bearing £4.95

and the improved Black
Jack and Cribbage.

The latest additions are
Megablasters (94% in

* Plus computers only.
All programs are
available on 37 or 3.57

disc, please specify

AA), which comes on when ordering.

two discs, and the newly Prices include P&P.

updated Routeplamner.
'rName ..................................................... i
l Add o R L R VAo RSP
L o B R L b it e e S SRR b S e e !
; SR . x | — |
 PROGRAM | 3"3.5" DISC | VALUE :
- £ i
:‘ £ 7
bt BOOBRIE

Brympton Cottage, Brunswick Road, Worthing,
West Sussex, BN11 3NQ.
Phone/Fax : 01903 206739

United Amstrad User Group

The No.T group for CPC & Plus enThE—ﬁsts."}

il All this for just £8 a year (UK), £11 (Europe) |

|| Gordon Woolliscroft, 2 Wrenbeck Drive, Otley, West Yorkshire, LS21

Extensive book lending library...
Extensive CP/M & Amsdos PD library...
Members discounts on hardware & software...
T'elephone helplines.

. Tape PD library... 5

Competitions...
Bi-Monthly magazine "CPC USER" & more!
or £15.25 (Overseas).

For an application form and further info contact..

2BR. Telephone (01943 463718.

Jle Join Now!.’%‘»?-




NOTES FOR ADVERTISERS:

1) Please help readers by giving your
town's name and county if you are only
quoting a phone number eg: 01353 (Ely)
777006. Show any time restrictions you
would like respected and give a name
which a contact can ask for.

2) Please mention 8BIT when responding
to advertisements.

3) Adverts for the next 8BIT must be
received by 15th November 1995

* * * *

AMSTRAD PCW - FOR SALE

PCW Software and add-ons for sale:
,cut-price list sent free to any caller.
01704 (Burscough,ORMSKIRK) 895015. Owner
is upgrading to PC. REF:J

12 brain-twisting games from SPARK
Software for the PCW including Coconut
Shy and Fishing. Send cheque for £5 to
Mr C McKenzie, 20, Macclesfield Road,
Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1NR. Specify
3N joE " dise Ref:P

AMX Stop Press, Caxton Condor 1,
Caxton Scratchpad+/Smartkey - £15 ea.
Tas-Sign, Lord f the Rings game 1 - £10
ea, Synergy Saremaster, MAP Initnon
ledger sstem - £20 ea. SCA Pofessional +
interface - £45. Cut cable 9pin female
to 25pin female - free. AEG Olympia FCC
1D2 interface 36pin to 20pin ribbon -

~£30. JR Cross, The Parciau, Clyro, Hay-
._ on-Wye, HEREFORD HR3 5SG

REF:P

Amstrad PCW8256 with Printer, RS232,
manual and several programs incl Word
Processor. lIdeal for home office £100
ono. Phone: John 01929 554109 REF:L

PCW DUPLICATE BRIDGE SCORER PROGRAMS
for Mitchell movements at 3-18 tables
and up to 36 boards, and for appendix
Mitchell movements at 14-26 tables and
26 boards. On 3" or 3u" disc. Including
programs to create files of players'
names. £20 with full instructions. FW
Manders, 4, Carral Close, LINCOLN LN5
9BD Tel: 01522 721512 for details. REF:J

* * * *

AMSTRAD PCW - WANTED

Creative Technology TRACKBALL key
mouse wanted for Microdesign on PCW.

Must be trackball version. Details
price, to Mike Elliston, 96, Sparrows
Herne, BASILDON, Essex SS16 3EX Ref:L

Issue 100 of PCW Plus to add to the
South Essex PCW Clubs' reference
library. Contact Mike Elliston on 01268
522484 Ref:L

A7Z-330 Olympus Super zoom camera

with infra-red remote unit, filters,
soft case. £175. Would consider part
exchange for PCW hardware. Ted 01275
{Bristol) 340565 REF:0

Wanted: any help or information
concerning PCW9256 - Programs, games,
Locoscript 3, upgrade memory with chips,
3" disks. Mr WA Warren, 25, Milton
Avenue, ANDOVER, Hants SP10 3DP REF:P

WANTED FOR A PCW: 'Grammatik' or any
other program that checks Grammar on a
PCW. Contact Jim French on 01268 415255.
14, Wheatfield Way, BASILDON, Essex SS16
6SN REF:K

1 would appreciate details of any
items for sale or exchange related to
PCW8512. Hardware, printers, software,
peripherals, programs, discs, manuals,
books, etc. Require especially any items
related to Protext or Basic, and manuals
for Microdesign, Masterfile 8000, Dbase
II, Frank Bohan, 13, New Road, Elsenham,
BISHOPS STORTFORD, Herts. CM22 6HA REF:0

WANTED: Rombo Vidi set-up for a PCW,
complete with dinstructions. Must be
working! Please send details of price
etc to: Mike Elliston, 96, Sparrows
Herne, BASILDON, Essex SS16 5EX REF: L

PCW - MISCELLANEOUS

Berkshire Amstrad PCW Users Club
offers you FREE telephone support, FREE
magazine/book loan, FREE machine loan,
FREE newsletter. FREE access to bulletin
boards etc. FREE Special offers - eg 3"
discs only £10 per 10. SAE for details
to Ed Harris, 121, Bullbrook Drive,
BRACKNELL, Berks RG12 2QR REF:P
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PCW - MISCELLANEQUS contd......

HELP! I have a Stop Press program
converted from the original 3" to a KPP
disc. Any ideas how I can make it auto-
boot? It would be gratefully received.
Keith Bull, 60, Hildaville Drive,
Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex Tel: 01702
(Southend) 339894, REF:J

CAPITAL COMPUTER CLUB, Box
wellington, New Zealand. For your info
old title since 1988 was 'Amswell' at
same address. We now have members with
Amstrads, Amigas, Macs, Sanyos and PCs
with DOS and CP/M. We subscribe to PCW
Plus so are well up to date. We welcome
UK enquiries. Write to: Mr Max Sturgess
at: 1/109, Watt Street, Featherston,
Wairarapa. NZ REF:K

1160,

The Cornwall PCW Club meets on the
second Saturday of each month {(July and

August excepted) in St Austell. All
those interested in PCWs are most
welcome to join wus. Details from John

Walker on 01752 (Plymouth) 706266 REF:P
COMMODORE - FOR SALE

Ludicrous amount of C64 games titles
for sale, all in original boxes and most
with instructions. Both disks and tapes.
£5 per disk and £3 per tape; offers
considered. For a list, send an A5 SAE
to Commodore Magic, 5, Crane Avenue,
Yaxley, PETERBOROUGH, Cambs PE7 3JH.

Ref:J

C64, Vic 20 Quick Data drive new,
boxed with blank microwafer and 0S
microwafer. Ceap, offers? Blank
microwafers also available. Contact:
Duncan Tizzard, Folly Farm Cold Ashton
CHIPPENHAM Wilts SN14 8JR. Tel: 01225
(BATH) 891014 between 7pm and 9pm REF:Q

RETROS is a brand new company
producing software for the C64. For a
copy of our first compilation, The
Magnificent Six, send a cheque or PO for
£1.99 made payable to Matthew Withers
to: Matthew Withers, Retros, 209, Ruskin
Road, CREWE, Cheshire CW2 7JY REF:J

"FONTS FOR GEOS/1" - 21 original
fonts for use with Geos. Most have
multiple point sizes with pound (£)

signs. Includes a graphic font to help
design  special dividers in  vour
documents. 1541 disk. £3.99 including p

& p in UK. Michael D Pearson, 31, Saxon
Close, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire
CV37 7DX REF:P

Cé4 games for sale from £1 including

Codemasters titles and many  more.
Interested? Contact Denise, 48, Eastern
Avenue, CHIPPENHAM, Wilts. SN15 3LW.
Send SSAE for lists REF:H
COMMODORE - WANTED

WANTED: COMMODORE FORMAT 40 (Jan
1994) in mint condition with/without

covertape. Also Wanted - C64 cassettes
in mint condition of: Jet Set Wilty 1.,
Dictator by Dk'Tronics, Graham Souness
International Soccer and Multimixx 3.
Good prices paid. S Ross, 3, Deanbank
Street, DUNDEE DD2 2EA REF:L

Wanted Printshop 64, new or second
hand - must be complete. Manual for
MPS801 and help with Speedscript.
Contact M Surridge, 99, Canterbury Road,

COLCHESTER, Essex (€02 7RY. Tel: 01206
792155 REF:0
WANTED! Commodore Format issues 26,

27, 28, 28, 3, 31, 15, 33 37, 4B, 41,
and 47 - all in wvgc with tapes please.
Also wanted: any old Zzap 64s, Commodore
Forces, Your Commodores, or Commodore
Users. All vge  with tapes. Any
reasonable offers considered. Call 01427
(Gainsborough) 610912. REF:0

Wanted: Commodore 64 contacts in
Cheshire please. Tape or Disk. Leon
01606 861647. REF:J

Wanted! Vic 20 Software/Hardware

etc. Contact: Leon, 348, Station Road,
Winsford Cheshire CW7? 3DG. Tel: 01606
861647. REF:J

COMMODORE - MISC

SIXTY-FOUR! 1Is an exciting new
fanzine dedicated to Commodore 64
computers. It contains all sorts of
Cé4-related material and even comes with
a cover disk from issue 3 containing
exclusive demos of upcoming games.
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AMSTRAD CPC - WANTED

Protext ROM, Multiface 2, Proprint
ROM. Due to an accident mine are now
unuseable. Please state price for each.
Also help required to add tape facility
to CPC6128+ (parts list and detailed
instructions please). ABBBA and side
switch already working well. JD Murray,
6, Riverside Drive, EGREMONT, Cumbria
CA22 2EH REF:H

Games wanted for CPC, tape or disk
please. Send your price 1list to Martin
Bela, 11, Colwell Drive, Brookside,
Alvaston, Derby DE24 QUP REF:J

DESPERATELY WANTED; an internal 3"
drive for my 6128+ (5v). Also Amtix
issue 1. Angela in Worthing: 01903
206739 REF:Z

Protext on ROM, and any other
Protext series programs on ROM. Will
respond to reasonable offers. Also Vidi
wanted. Tel: 01502 {Lowestoft) 518773
and ask for Jonathan. REF:L

WANTED: Complete circuit board for
464 (Mk2 condensed version; I0/joystick
ports on left side). Independant power
supply (5v+12v output), for 6128 used
without Amstrad monitor. Megamaths on
tape or disc. Vgc daisywheels for Dyneer
DW16. Write: Mr N Davies, Flat 1, 39,
Broad Street, Newtown, Powys SY16 2BQ

REF:N

wanted AMSTRAD ACTIONs. Details of

“Ndates, cover tapes and price wanted for

each to David Freeman, 24, Sandays
Close, The Meadows, NOTTINGHAM NG2 2NP.
Can collect within reasonable distance
depending on quantity for sale. REF:1

WANTED: ACU for Nov '84 to Feb '85,
Jun '86 to Oct '86, Sep '87 to Dec '87,
April '90, Sep '90. .Also Amstrad Action
1 and 2 and Amtix 1, 3 to 5, and 10 -
14. Also Pre-40 issues of WACCI, CPC
User 1, any issues of CPC Power, CPC Now
from 4 onwards, Rundschlag 1-8. Peter
Curgenven, The Hollyar, Bay Road,
Trevone Bay, Near Padstow, Cornwall PL28
8QZ. Tel: 01841 520875 REF:H

Wanted for the Amstrad CPC 6128:
these adventures on disc - Hitch Hikers
Guide to the Galaxy (Infocom), Ingrid's

Back (Level 9), Also wanted, these games
on disc - Meltdown (Alligator), Knight
Games (English Software), Amstrad Action
magazines issues 1-7 inclusive. The
cover prices offered. Jo Wood, 38,
Stonehill Drive, Rooley Moor, ROCHDALE,
Lancs 0OL12 7JN. Telephone: 01706 861185
REF:P

Amstrad Actions 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11,
12, 13, 14, 15 - Reasonable price paid.
Also the game "Quack-A-Jack" on Tape or
Disc. Contact: Mrs. Christine Raisin,
137, Tilbury Rise, Cinderhill,
NOTTINGHAM NG8 6DE. Tel: 0115 9765163.

REF:N

WANTED: 8 slot ROMBOX for CPC6128.
write to: Ray Neal at 56, Houldsworth
Crescent, COVENTRY, CV6 4HJ or phone
01203 362063 REF:L

'ROMBO ROMBOX' wanted for original
Amstrad CPC 6128. State the price
wanted. Apply: Mr RE Hobday, 43, Cody
Road, Clapham, BEDFORD, Beds. MK41 6ED

REF:P

'DISC BASE' + a manual for CPC. £6
(incl p&p.) RE Hobday, 43, Cody Road,
Clapham, BEDFORD, Beds MK41 6ED REF:P

CPC - MISCELLANEOUS

Help needed to repair a Multiface 2
which becomes hot in use and ceases to
function. Please contact Matthew on
01684 {Tewkesbury) 274993. Cost to be
discussed REF:0

Free PD to all readers of 8BIT.
Adventures, Games, Demos, Slide Shows,
for the Amstrad CPC. PD supplied on 3"
and 3%" discs. Send SSAE for details and
PD list to PD Fun Folly Farm Cold Ashton
CHIPPENHAM Wilts SN14 8JR. REF:Q

WACCI. If you have a CPC then you
need us. Send a 29p stamp to: WACCI, 7,
Brunswood Green, Hawarden, Deeside,
CLWYD CH5 3JA to see what you are
missing! REF:T

KING ARTHUR'S DOMAIN is a disc PD
Library for the CPC. We have games,
utilities, music, clip art, a large
selection of CP/M programs and lots
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more. For a catalogue, send a 3" or 3"
disc + SSAE to: KAD, Brympton Cottage,
Brunswick Road, WORTHING, Sussex BN11
3NQ. REF:Z

ARE YOU A TFRUSTRATED AMSTRAD CPC
USER seeking help and support? Then why
not join the United Amstrad User Group
for a bi-monthly magazine, PD material
{(small copy charge), concessions and
support, all for £8 per annum. Send SSAE

to Gordon Wooliscroft, 2, Wrenbeck
Drive, Otley, West Yorkshire LS21 2BR
for details. REF:L

Bonzo's Scrapyard number 12a now
available. The newsletter for CPC tape
to disc transfers via the Bonzo suite of
pbrograms. Price - a large SSAE plus an

extra lst class stamp. From: Bonzo's
Scrapyard, 29, Chapter Road, Strood,
ROCHESTER, Kent. ME2 3PX REF:T

GD.PD: The ultimate in PD software
at only 25p per disc side {copy charge)
for your Amstrad CPC. For the GD.PD list
send an SSAE to: Dave Stitson, 6,
Connaught Avenue, Mutley, PLYMOQUTH,
Devon PL4 7BX REF:L

SINCLAIR SPECTRUM - FOR SALE

Spectrum +3 drive belts. £2.45 inc
P&P from AJ Howard, 65, Altyre Way,

BECKENHAM, Kent BR3 3ED REF:J

Your Spectrum 1-21 = £50; Your
Sinclair 1-40 (not 35+38) - £60; Crash
- 3,4, 6-56, 59, 60 63, 65, 67 - £85.

All good condition incl supplements,
posters, tapes etc. Prices incl D&p.
Also 5 Comcon programmable joystick
interfaces - £11 each incl D&p. Phone
Terry 01489 (Southampton) 575319 REF:J
1

20 games inc Exolon, Predator, Rambo
3, Jet Pac, Green Beret. From 75p. SAE
to St John Swainson, 7, Upper Hill Rise,
RICKMANSWORTH, Herts WD3 2UU REF:I

Spectrum games for sale from 50p
each. Send SAE for 1list to: Pauline
Fuller, 4, Whitehouse Cottages, Sot's
Hole Bank, Holbeach St Matthews,
SPALDING, Lincs PE12 8EJ REF:P

Brother HR5 9pin dot matrix printer
(mains or battery) including transformer
and spare ribbons. Uses FAX or plain

paper. £35 or swap for Spectrum +3. Also
many 3" disk games. Tel: 0181 427 9119
(Harrow, Middx.) REF:P

ZX81 with power wunit, printer, Ram
pack and manuals £18 inc p&p. ZX81 books
- machine language, electronic projects,
programming, pocket book, gateway guide
and ZX companion £1.50 each inc p&p
Derek 01745 (DENBIGH) 730498 REF:N

Alphacom 32 printer £135 + Dpé&p.
Multiface 3 £15. Datel Joystick
interface £5. ZX81 16k Ranm pack £5.
Phone Eifion 01745 (Abergele) 832122
after 6pm. REF:L

The 'Soccer Mania' compilation by
Addictive (Microprose/Empire) for +3 on
2 3" dises comprising Football Manager
II, Football Manager World Cup Edition,
Microprose Soccer and Gazza's Super
Soccer. £5 from 8BIT, Harrowden,39, High
Street, Sutton-in-the-Isle, ELY, Cambs
CB6 2RA REF:K

SINCLAIR SPECTRUM - WANTED

WANTED: a manual for a Spectrum +3.
Please send the price/expenses asked to:
Mr D Williams, 32/34, Carfin Street, New
Stevenston, MOTHERWELL, Scotland ML1 4JL
or Tel: 01698 732403 REF:P

Wanted for Spectrum +3 Multiface3.
Willing to pay a good price. Also a copy
of Zulu Wars on tape or disc. Willing to
buy or swap for any games I may have of
interest. Please contact Peter Stevens,
41, Nelson Street, Rosyth, FIFE KY11
2JU. Phone: 01383 419075 REF:P

Wanted: Any back issues and/or the
covertapes of Sinclair User and Your
Sinclair. Write with prices required to
Nicholas Campbell 24 Ballyminstragh
Road, Killinchy, Newtownards, Co Down, N
Ireland, BT23 6RE REF: J

Does anyone have a +D or Disciple
interface for sale? Oh, and I'd still
like a Sinclair flat screen TV. Phone
Eifion 01745 (Abergele) 332122 after
6pm. REF:L

WANTED FOR SPECTRUM. Any old platform
and ladder games. Also any second-hand
SAM software. Write to: John Turner, 58,
Burnside, PARBOLD, Lancs WN8 7PE REF:1
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THE SOLE SURVIVING 8-BIT TOWN? By Leon Bebbington

The chances are that wherever there is an 8-bit computer which is, or seems to
be, really popular, there is a stockist which caters for it, and such towns do
exist - don’'t be fooled by what your friends say, 8-bits are out there (as is ’the
truth’', if The X-Files is to be believed-BW) . Such a town is close to me: Crewe
seems to have a really big following for many 8-bit systems, mainly the Spectrum,
C64, and Amstrad CPC464 and 6128; not surprising as they are the main 8-bit
computers. But is there a good stockist nearby? Yes, indeed!

High Street Micros, which is located just outside Crewe town centre, is the 8-
bit stockist. It has stock for CBMI6/+4, Vic 20, Atari 2600, MSX, CBM 64/128 (yes.
even 128 stuff, although it's limited), ZX81. Amstrad CPCs, Spectrums, SAM Coupés,
and PCWs (have I left any out?}. "OK," you may say., "I bet they have all their 8-
bit stock hidden away, don't they?" Well, you'll be totally wrong. When entering
the shop you'll be instantly hit by huge stock of C64 tapes, and next to that
you'll see the CPC stuff. Locok further along and you'll see some Amiga games, and
directly across from that you'll see the Spectrum stock. The PCW stock is
underneath the computers c¢u show., as well as the Atari 2600 and CBM 16/+4 stuff.
Also on display downstairs are (€4 cartridge games. For the CPC and C64/128 disk

~ stuff, you'll have to go wupstairs, but again. there’'s simply loads of stuff up
there.

The stock for the other computers 1've mentioned is also upstairs, as well as
hardware, new C128/64, Spectrums, SAM Coupé (yes, you can actually buy new SAMs
there), Amstrads and much more. High Street Micros offer good prices on their
stock, with games from £1 upwards. There is also hardware and suppoert., and a repair
service. The great thing about High Street is they've stuck with the 8-bits through
thick and thin, and it's paid off. The C64 seems to be the 8-bit that is deing the
best {in terms of stock soid per week) just bhehind it, and ahead of the Atari ST,
is the i6-bit competitor the Amiga, with the Spectrum next best profitable 8-bit.
Who in their right mind would give up the B8-bit market whem it’'s still proving to
be profitable?

So what’s in it for you lot?7 A good quality. cheap and efficient service. They
may also send you items through the mail. Try asking. Phone: 01270 58094 The shop
is at: 18 High Street, CREWE. Cheshire and don't forget to mention 8Bit when

o Wi s o S

enquiring or visiting. SIL 70 .y 007G4a

Thanks for that, Leon. I have found a shop called One Step Beyond, located
behind Jarrold's department store in Norwich. They handle a lot of remaindered and
second-hand computer gear, iacluding a good range of 8-bit stuff.

While we’'re on the subject of good 8-bit stockists, have you discovered Cash
Converters yet? This group have a rapidly growing chain of shops who buy and sell
second-hand computers (among other things). 1 bought a disk drive for my C64 for
£15 and recently bought a Spanish keyboard for a CPC464 (weird) which was sold with
a CTM 644 colour monitor as supplied with a CPC6128 for just £20. There have been
all sorts of 8-bit kit at almost boot sale prices. The down side is that they are
probably not going to give you much if you have something to sell.

They are growing fast but so far have shops in Ashton-under-Lyne, Barking
(Essex), Blackpool, Bournemcuth, Bradford, Cambridge, Camden, Carlisie, Chatham,
Colchester, Coventry, Dagenham, Dudley, Dunstable, Edmonton, Enfield, Erdington,
Fenstanton (Cambs), Gants Hill, Harlow, Havant, High Wycombe, Holloway, Hove, Hull,
KIlburn, Lewisham, Luton, Northampton, Peterborough, Slough, Stoke on Trent,
Wallasey, Walthamstow, Worksop. That should be enough to be going on with until
they open next door to you!
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WoW SOFTWARE
NEW ADVENTURES AUTHOR CASSETIE DISC FOR PETES SAKE (Two Parts) (PAW) STEPHEN BOYD osc onLy =
+Free Game - FRED'S NIGHTMARE STEPHEN BOYD
SIMPLY MAGIC M & S TREWHELLA [+] € ESCAPE FROM HODGIKINS” MANOR (PAW) 1SCOTT & S BOYD DISC ONLY €
CRISPWN M & J TREWHELLA o £« RED ALERT (Two Parts) (PAW) JSCOTT & S BOYD DISC ONLY [
TWAE M & JTREWHELLA Q £ BEGINNING OF THE END (Two Parts) (PAW) J4SCOTT 4 S BOYD OsC oY 5
AL JGAMESON1DISC (8 THE END IS NICH (Three Parts) (PAW) JSCOTT L S BOYD OSC ONLY s
ORB QUEST (Four Parts) PLTSTT £ £ ALL PAW GAMES - 464 o¢ 6128 or POW AGAMESONIDISC £
THE TALISMAN OF POWER CHRIS BURY 2 €4 THE TAXMAN COMETH (464 or 6128) (GAC) STEVE CLAY 02 TAPE oMLY
POWER CURSE (Two Pans) ADRIAN o €s TAX RETURNS (464 or 6128) (GAC) STEVE CLAY £ TAPE OMLY
ADVENTURES OF ZEBEDEE GONIG DARREN THOMAS Q €4 THE FINAL DEMAND (464 oc 6128) (GAC) STEVE CLAY 2 TAPE oY
JUSTICE (Two Part) © €5 THE TAXMAN COMETH (PAW) STEVE CLAY DISC oMLY €4
BEYOND THE DARK MIRROR RCD ENTERPRISES Q2 £ TAXRETURNS (PAW) STEVE CLAY OISC OnLY =
THE FINAL DEMAND (PAW) STEVE CLAY DSC ONLY “
WHO'S AFRAID OF THE BALROG? MARLON Q € ALL PAW GAMES - 464 o 6128 or PCW 2GAMESON 1DISCES 3IGAMESON1ODISC €6
ESCAPE FROM PRISON PLANET (Two Party) PETER CLARK DISC ONLY £s GAMES FOR CHILDREN
HOUNDS OF HELL (Two Party) PETER CLARK OXSC ONLY €5
A MIDSUMMER DAY'S DREAM (Two Parts) PETER CLARK DXSC OMLY £5 THE LAST SNOWMAN (Personalised) M & MJ CREWDSON 5] £
RAIDERS OF THE LOST TOMB (Two Parts) PETER CLARK oY €5 THE BIG TOP RONNE SLATER 2 £«
(Al Above Games - 464 or 6128 o« PCW) 2.3 or 4 GAMES ON 1DXSK £7,69 oc£11 SEVEN LOST GNOMES DOROTHY JONES 2 £
TREAM -Parts 122 - "PIRATE PROBLEMS® PETER CLARK GAC Tepe - £3 THE CASE OF THE MIXED-UP SHYMER SANDRA SHARKEY >3 £4
"DREAM™ - Parts 3 & 4 - "WONDERLAND" PETER CLARK GAC Taps - £3 2GAMESONTOISC £5 JGAMESON1DISC €6 4GAMESONIDISC €7
RAIDERS OF THE LOST TOMS (Two Parts) PETER CLARK GAC Tape -£3
RERELFASED ADVENTURES
THE ANGEUCUS SAGA (Tweo Pars) M & MJ CREWDSON (] s
THE ANGELICUS M & MJ CREWDSON 2 2 THE TRIAL OF ARNOLD COUN HARRIS 2
THE ANGELICUS SAGA & ANGELICUS ANSWER M4 MICREWDSON 2GAMESONIODISC €6 ARNOLD GOES TO SOMEWHERE COUN HARRIS Q
THE WISE AND FOOL OF ARNOLD BLACKWOOO COUN HARRIS [>]
HELVERA - MISTRESS OF THE PARK BOB ADAMS Q £« ANGELIQUE A GRIEF ENCOUNTER COUN HARRIS o
GRUE-KNAPPED BOB ADAMS [=] € BRAWN FREE COUN HARRIS 5]
HELVERA & GRUE KNAPPED BOB ADAMS 2GAMESON1DISC €5 SGAMESON1DXSC €8
LOST PHIRIOUS PART 1 - THE CASIOPA NEL SCRMGEOUR €150
MAGICAN'S SBUON AVERY e €“ LOST PHIRIOUS PART 2 - THE PLANETS NEL SCREMGEOUR £150
PRISON BLUES SUMON AVERY o «“ LOST PHIRIOUS PART 3 - FALKRHANON NEL SCRIMGEOUR €150
TOTAL REALITY DELUSION SIMON AVERY Q £ IGAMESON 1 XSC €350
DANGER! ADVENTURER AT WORX! SIMON AVERY 2 £ BUACK KNIGHT (Two Parts) ROORIGUES o s
DANGER! ADVENTURER AT WORK TWO! SION AVERY 2 £« ATALAN MANOY RODPIGUE S 2 €«
GERSA RIOT OF ‘67 SOUON AVERY = £ 2GAMESON1DISC €6
DANCES WITH BUNNY RASBITS SIMON AVERY Q £ CITY FOR RANSOM JOHN PACKHAM Q £4
Chocse any one of the above Semon Avery games on PANIC BENEATH THE SEA (Two Parts) JOHN PACKHAM a £
disc at £4 and Add one of more games ar £1 sach Fot Example:- 6 GAMES ON 1 DisC i) PROJECT ANNEHILATION JOHN PACKHAM 02 r
A THIEF'S TALE (Three SBMMON AVERY £4 £ IGAMESONIDISC ¢
A THIEF'S TALE + Any 3 Simon Avery Games 4GAMESON1DISC €9 PROJECT X - MICROMAN T KEMPL 2 fa—
FLOOK (Two Parts) DAVID OYA =} £
A Day in the Life of 2 TUPPERWARE SALESMAN GRIMWOLD (=] £ CRYSTAL THEFT PALL WILSON a5 €50
+ GRIMWOLD'S BIG ADVENTURE - FREE! COLDITZ ESCAPE (Two Parts) FRANK FRIOO o €
THE SOUND OF HIM FRANK FRIDD 2 «“
MERUN (Two Pars) MICHAEL HUNT =] £5 BOTH FRANK FRIDD GAMES ON 1 DISC €5
PREHISTORY MICHAEL HUNT 2 £« VIDEOWORLD (Tweo Pans) GRAHAM PARRY ) £s
YARKON BLUES JASON DAVIS 2 £« ALL PRICES ARE INCLUSIVE OF FIRST CLASS POSTAGE WITHIN THE UK.
YARKON BLUES B (Two Fasts) JASON DAVIS =] £5 PLEASE ADD £1 TO COVER ADDITIONAL POSTAGE FOR OVERSEAS MAIL
THE SMIRKING HORROR JASON DAVIS Q €
HELP Inc. JASON DAVIS 2 €=« CROSSED CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO: JG PANCOTT
YARKON BLUES | & I & SMIRKING HORROR JASON DAVIS SGAMESON1DISC  £7 ADDRESS: 78 RADIPOLE LANE, WEYMOUTH, DORSET DT4 9RS
YARKON BLUES | &1, SMIRIONG & HELP inc. JASON DAVIS 4AGAMESON1DISC €3
OUT OF THE UMELIGHT (PAW) JSCOTT 4 SBOYD DISC ONLY £ TELEPHONE: 01305 784155 1pm to 10 pm

THE WORLDWIDE AMSTRAD = TSI
"“I C EuFL OR ROM ORDERS FOR FIRST CLASS
E c USERS EL,UB A amDUl" POSTAGE . ALL OUR PROOUOTS ARE
: : DESION / SOFTMRE / AR FULLY SUARANTERD .
10 HCINTOSH OOURT.
i VELLPARK, GLASSOW CUSTOMERS VISHING TO PAY 8Y
The ciub offers it members not only the best i e, &8 SRERi cans, e Gall o2
CPC magazine for the serious user but... CITH— 0141 sS4 a70s 56 4735 (26 HOUR ANSAPHONC)
z ic in § ] r
pUbih Doaa”; Sofl'a,:z llb,a.] 1) ProPrint - Proiext Ctext enhancemenl progtae, c;lgir.’; t;n:;‘:;:
th Sofi Allows users to design their own fonts victh inbui on
”0’799,'0-’” dihai [I rafy For all A-;trad CPC disc smachines. Disc - €15 99 ROM - £24.99
3
Book llbfaf}’ b 2) MicroDesign Plus - Page processing package. cons;snnfno(p(::\:
£ S discs and two manuals. Menu driven DTP systes, Iugh qua Y
rape ‘307{[’3,5 [], f«?f}’ ou::aut. For 21l Amstrad CPC disc machines with 128k £25.99
‘ :
Te/ephane He p Hies 3) MXicroDesign Extra - Disc of clip-art for u?e vnh.mc;v’:::ign
¢ Plus. Cons‘sts cf large headline fonts, =musi.al notation .
- 4ﬂd ".UCh ’mcg dﬂore’gaﬁ . flowchart symbois etc. ROMDOS D20 format £13.39 or 37 disc £14.99
lhe ?IUD' foun § Fn b f ls, s 0? . n?;: 4) The Maps Libraries For MicroDesign Plus:
n z
pro{]? ﬂak]ng . aSIS‘ y s o & a) Maps Of The British Isles - Sixteen Hi-Res {256k strip format)
benefit of memders. If you own an Amstrad maps of the coastline, motorvays, counties and towns of_t:e‘ugq
: b CPC th ROMDOS D20 format - £12.99 or 3= format ( 2 discs ) 14.
FoTa)
CFL and ks 59”0115 8 OUt your ' " b) World Maps - Fifteen Hi-Res maps of America, Europe, Asia etc
WACCI is the Club for you. ROMDOS D20 ( 3.5~ disc ) format - £12 99 or 3" format - £13.99
: S 5 The Desktop Environment System - Sophisticated CPC graphical wuses
¢ g ! inier(ace. based on an Apple Maclatosh style WIMP env;ronun:i‘i‘:;
: FOR A FRCE all CPC disc machines. Disc - £14.99 ROMS (2) -
6) 2inl - PC to CPC transfer prograe, runs under CPM. allovs the user
SAMPLE COP y r.onsunp Setween a3 PC snd the CPC wusing an m:erf:hmge-ble d‘x:sc
OF THE CLUB 2:;;:!. cor 2!1 Amstrad CPC disc eachimes with 128k runnmzc‘!x;x ;r
MAGAZ I NE 7) ParaDos Superl Disc Operating System _Ior us;o:rl):s' \:;lf: fz“:::
3.5 B dri v G tible wvith and superior to M i N
SEND A 2 9p only DOSrR(‘;:(svmz:pashouldvbe inserted in ROM slot seven lh!rezy
S TAMP TO & freeing an exzira slot for more softvare £16.99
8) The Basic Idea Quality Basic tutorial aimed at_:hc competent
UNS(doggCg[:\[/ Basic programmer. Consists of a &2 page msanual and disc of e:::p;;
7 BR programs.
9) Xexor - Sophisticated file management/disc backup utility, capadle
HAwéngN of backing up almost all protected CPC discs £€14.99
DE IDE 10) Soft-Lok V2.3 - Comprehensive tape to disc utilicty, specilically
CL(L)VD designed to transfer speedlock protected games to disc. £14.99
= 3 Rombox expandible to 15 sockels
CHS 3JA 11 commtot ros et Beoconrete. " "(33:08 + 11,00 posiage
The UK's premien CPC Nagazine and Club



ADVENTURE PROBE

Adventure Probe

is an all-computers monthly
magazine with 56 A5 pages
(2, crammed with readers
- tlefs, reviews of newly-
released adventures, hints for
old and new adventures, a
‘getting you started’ section to
help with those frustratingly
difficult beginnings, readers
software for sale/wanted,
computer and adventure
related articles, a serialized
solution in a walk-through
style, advertisements for
magazines & software houses,
and many more interesting
items.

2 £2.00 per issue (cheques/p.o. payable to Adventure
Probe), All enquiries to:
Barbara Gibb (Editor)
Adventare Probe
52 Burford Rd,
Liverpool. L16 6AQ,
England, UK.

THE magazine for ALL adventarers since Jane 1986

i Computer Disk Problems?
Don't Panic! ‘

Call the Experts...

0892 835974

Dave's Disk Doctor Service

All quotes
from 8Bit.




HOME PUBLISHING - Part 2 The means of production.

Last time, in the first part of this series, I suggested you do research in the
area in which you live for wvariations in what will be your production costs,
including paper, envelopes, photocopying (or costs of other forms of duplicating).
printer supplies. If you make notes in your styvle book, you will have information
readily to hand on your production options.

IT Home Publishing on any scale is to be a regular computer use for you, there
are five principal elements to consider investing in:

1) The computer and its related hardware

2) The software

3) The medium in which the finished work will appear

4) The printer/duplicating equipment to make multiple copies

This is now getting into a potentially sensitive area. 8-bit computers simply
cannot achieve the heights of sophistication of, say, an Apple Mac. It is self-
evident that they have neither the software nor memory to achieve photographic-
quality reproduction. However, by selecting appropriate elements is is possible to
get a very acceptable finished item for most purposes. Let us consider these
elements in turn.

1) The Computer and its related hardware.

I do not expect to change anybody’s computer allegiance with this series. Start
from where you are, with what you have, and see what you can do to improve your
existing set-up. If you are going to do a lot of this kind of work, you will really
need the speed of a disc drive, and preferably two (to minimise disc swaps when
compiling page elements), and as much memory as you can afford - but only if the
program you choose to use can take advantage of it. A virtual drive, such as the
PCW’s drive M will speed up the operation as will an accelerator such as Sprinter.

If a second, similar, machine becomes available this can be valuable as a 'try-
out’ platform to preview text or page layout in development or as a dumb dedicated
printer driver; it is amazing how much time can be wasted waiting while the
computer is frozen during a print-out session. For most 8-bit computers, this
'second machine’ option is now generally cheaper than® the purchase of a printer
buffer, which soaks up the feed from the computer, then passes it on to the printer
while the computer is freed up for another task, such as typing in more text. Some
programs can emulate the presence of a printer buffer by doing background printing,
that is - use part of the computer's memory or create temporary files to restore
access to the keyboard quicker. This can give the impression that the computer is
doing more than one thing at once. It isn't, but the effect is virtually the same.
CP/M Protext on the PCW and CPC is an example of a word processor which uses
temporary files to get you back to the keyboard sooner. Protext, through its
Promerge component, can keep two files in memory at the same time. While preparing
text this is invaluable for keeping notes 1in one file and the main work piece in
the other.

Some DTP programs are most easily used with a mouse, but-just as some games
players prefer a joystick and others prefer keys, this is generally a matter of
taste rather than necessity. If you do choose the rodent route, do research in your
computer press to see which mouse is the right one for you and your chosen program.
Alsc make sure you take care eof the 1litt] rascal; there are few things more
frustrating in computing terms than a gummy, fluffy, jerky mouse ball.

Scanners are a very useful accessory if you can buy, or get the use of, one for
inputting your own choice -of artwork. The hand-held versions, preferably steadied
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in a guide tray, are also worth considering if your software can support one. I saw
some images recently which were scanned onto a PC disc using a flatbed scanner,
then converted to Microdesign format for use on a PCW. Very good, but the price of
an office flatbed scamner? Don’t ask! In terms of the quality which can be
achieved, this is definitely an area for experimentation to find the optimum way of
using the equipment you have available. Cenerally, line drawings scan in better
than subtly shaded, coloured or intrically-patterned images and be aware you may
get distortion in one direction or another, particularly at the print-out stage. If
this is due to using a picture on a thin medium, consider using mounting spray to
fix it to a stiffer piece of paper or card. Alternatively, temporarily hold it
between sheets of glass"if there is sufficient adjustment under the scanner head.

2) The software

You may not need a DTP program to achieve your objectives. A decent word
processor will be able to send text to the printer in a wide range of sizes and
styles, typically from subscript/superscript to about quad times (4 times higher by
4 times wider than) your largest standard typeface or font. even if it may not be
able to reproduce it in the same way on the computer screen. Depending on your
printer you may also be able to get other print styles, such as outline or shadow

_affects. Remember your first principles; too many fonts on a page can be
_verpowering and obscure the message you are trying to convey. I have just started
to use a DTP program to produce the masthead for 8BIT. The display adverts and the
pictures in the Xmas 94 edition were produced separately then physically cut and
pasted onto the page before photocopying.

Bear in mind too that word processors print out a Jot faster than any DTP
program's output. Printing out the supplementary, more disposable, sheets in 8BIT
is much cheaper than photocopying as the pages are pure print. I can get
photocopying done for 7p per double-sided A3 sheet, the equivalent cost for two

sheets of double-sided A4 is 3p + the ink - no contest if I can afford the time, my
printer’s time, to do the supplements myself.

If you are to use a DTP program, check around the home published magazines and
look critically at their appearance. Then try to find out which program, or
programs, brought them to the page. This is an area where a lot of money can be
saved or wasted so be sure you know what the various options are. Can the software
produce an A4 page (or larger} in one go? Do you need it to? What is the quali:. of
definition and the availability of pictures in the formats it handles. Can it
—-~oduce really large letters (and numbers) if this is a feature you will need? Can
.¢ produce an output to drive your colour, or wide-carriage, printer if you have
one? Write a list of your requirements and be really critical, reading every review
you can find and try to get all, or as much as you can of the information you will
need for your purposes.

Once you feel you have the facts together get the best program you can x#f.ord
which meets your requirement. Buying second-hand may save you money but many
publishers offer a support service in terms of upgrades, clip-art discs. «°  a
helpline to customers who buy their programs new. Again, something to check .. e
parting with the money.

Ome last detail before finishing; some 3rd-party suppliers do add-on ut:
to boost programs’ basic functions. These can include improved printer drivers {for
speed and/or quality), the importing of graphics into word processors. ai
enhanced format conversion capabilities for turning one type of pictu:
another. Some otherwise very good DTP programs need this. It is also poss’
take text and images from one computer and convert them use them with another

The next part will deal with the medium for your finished work, and printers
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RECENT READING

AFTER DARK Issue 1. This is a 64page
A4 magazine, primarily for CPC users,
but also having a go at being a multi-
computer format publication. At times
this idea runs away with itself; there
is a review of ‘'Cosmic Carnage' where
the format is given as "not known."

The binding 1is rather unusual. It
appears the pages of the magazine have
been compiled then the spine dipped in
glue. While this works well at first I
am concerned that it might not be
durable in the longer term and there is
a lot in the magazine to encourage
keeping for later reference. The thought
occurs to me that if the cover alone is
wrapped around A3 with A4 inserted
pages, the whole thing could suffer
from a nasty case of fall-out. However
it is one step up from 8BIT where some
of the inserts are designed to fall out.

Because of its use of a Star colour
printer to give a variety of ink colours
throughout, each magazine needs to be
individually printed off, so I assume
the editor Jonty Jones has a lot of time
at his disposal and a bottomless pit of
money for the ribbons. These cost about
£4 each and require frequent replacement
to maintain peak performance.

As to content, this comprises all
° the usual range: editorial and articles,
type-ins, pokes and game help, reviews,
letters, competitions, adverts, also
long interviews with Angela Cook and
others, Watchdog (a computing version of
Lynn Ffolds-Paper's consumer programme)
a page on printers, and even a piece of
stream-of-conciousness poetry. Jonty has
a couple of related projects on the go;
there is an optional cover tape/disc, a
handful of home-brew programs, an After
Dark newsletter, and among many other
projects a Disk Zine described as "not

The spelling is appalli in pl
and Jonty knows that, but the opverall
quality and content is fine. 1If he can
keep up the amount of work neded to fill
64 pages the future will be rosy. After
Dark comes from 41, Westmoreland Avenue,
Newbiggin by-the-sea, _Northumberland,
NE64 6RN. Send £1.50 plus a 29p A4 SAE
for a copy.

n places,

BETTER THAN LIFE 2. Not reading in the
usual, or indeed any at times, sense but
I have been sent“two copies of the 2nd
issue of Better Than Life, the CPC
disczine. One came from Angela Cook and
the other from the BTL’s editor, Richard
Fairhurst. He is the genius who
programmed the amazing RoutePlanner, so
it comes as no surprise to find the
coding of the disc results in a very
professional presentation of it in all
respects, even if I haven't figured out
all the subtleties of the wmenu system
yet. Just dim, I suppose.

BTL is irreverent and right on the
nose in describing the current situation
of the CPC and, by exFensiou. most other
8-bit computers. Try this for a quote;
"the CPC is no good for serious games-
playing action, it’'s not powerful
enough for decent word-processing, DTP,
number-crunching, whatever. It is good
for those stuck well behind the cutting
edge of technology with only basic needs
..... and as a fun enthusiasts’ machine,
which is the market BTL caters for."
Cruel but fair, I think.

The first copy was widely rubbished
in the Amstrad press (professional and
amateur) for its 1libellous comments,
spiteful remarks and rude words. Do you
know, I don’t think they care very much?

They are quite wunconstrained by
unreasonable primness, and BTL has a
good hard poke at some of the stuffier
corners of the CPC-using community. I
don’t know if all their ’facts’ are
accurate, but anyone sticking their head
up as a ’public figure’ should not be
surprised if they cop a custard pie from
time to time Just a .custard pie, not 2
bullet. Actually, 8BIT comes out rather
well - I can't wait for the next issue.

As an antidote to most of the puerile
twaddle which typifies most fanzines, I
heartily commend BTL for its adult
twaddle. It’s still rude, but no more
than you'd hear in most playgrounds. For
a cony of BTL2 send 2a 23" disc, a label
with your name and address on it, and
the return postage, in a jiffy bag which
has been stapled shut to ChaRleyTroniC,
(aka Richard Fairhurst), 2, Trent Road,
OAKHAM, Rutland LE15 6AF or you could
try most good PD libraries. PS: (an 1
come to your next get-together? 1’11
bring an opinign.
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EMULATOR HEAVEN (OR HELL?) By Mike Mee

Welcome to the first in a new series for 8BIT magazine. These articles are for
those of you who have either bought up a PC and still hanker after the good-old days
of the 8-bits, or have sold all their old equipment and want to get back into the
swing of things on a machine they (often) knew like the back of their hand.

I got into emulators whilst T was doing a HND in Computing at college. In the
second year, our college got proper lnternet access (previously we were only allowed
ASCII connections) and the world of FTP (File Transfer Protocol) and free
downloading yielded emulators by the bucketful. By the end of my course I had
amassed a fair amount of emulators, software for them and much more besides.

In February of this year between myself and a friend, we released a. CD-ROM for
the PC. which contained the majority of the emulators listed in the table below. We
are working on the next edition and welcome help from anyone who wishes to
contribute to the CD-ROM. We are especially looking for PD libraries who can supply
their disks for inclusion on the CD-ROM, and in return we shall give the PD library
a nice big plug as well as a hefty discount  on the CD-ROM when it is released
(hopefully around Christmas 1995). \

This first article will explain what emulators are (in a very general outline)

and which machines they cover, which machines you can run them on, and finally, how

smplete they are. By this, I mean how complete in a software sense they are, there

is no way that you can connect your Expert Cartridge to the back of a PC and expect
the emulator to react to this intrusion - although your PC might complain a little.

The table should help explain things. I apologise on the outset for the PC-bias
of the table, but I do not know exactly what other emulators exist for other
machines, until I read more recent FAQs from various 'net sites around the world.

The reason for such high-spec machines are that these emulators are converting
every single instruction your old machine used to perform and making them into PC-
equivalents, and all this in the usual timeframe to allow perfect synchronisation.
Some emulators refuse to work on lower spet machines, whereas some will, but the
emulation is then slower than the speed of the origimal machine.

Fommmmmm——em——m e —— fommm e — e — Fommm—m e ——— +
! Emulator ! 8-Bit Machine(s) ! Minimum PC req. |
Fmmmmmmm———m e ——m e ——— o — fmm e —— e - b
! CPC Emulator vi.3a ' Amstrad CPC464,664 & 6128 ! 486SX-25 SB :
e ! X-Former v2.52 (a) ' Atari 800,800XL,130XE 1 386DX-40 :
! 780 v3.03:(b) ' Spectrum 48K & 128K ! 386DX-40 SB :
! Executor ' Apple Macintosh 1 386DX-40 :
! Psion Emulator ! Psion Series 3 : 1 386DX-40 .
. Apple Em ! Apple Ile i 386DX-40 .
| MSX ! MSX 1 386DX-49 .
i\ PC Dragon ! Dragon 32/64 & Coco. i 386DX-40 SB .
! TI-Emu ! Texas TI \ 386DX-40 :
i PC-64 ! Commodore 64 ! 486SX-25 SB !
i Euphoric ! Oric-1 & Oric Atmos ! 486SX-25 -
! Extender Y Zx=81 i 386DX-40 :
fom e e e ——m———— = ———— = +

SB = Soundblastesr compatible card for music emulation

(a) = Commercial version available - includes sound and enhanced memory (£30}

{b) = Commercial version available - includes variable speed, +D/Disciple emulation
and more (£20)

To be continued in the next issue of 8BIT.
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Public Domain &4

The ultimate quide tc public domain heaven
Y thing you ever wanted to know about Public Domaim,
Reviews, Previews, interviews, programmiimng help, news and lots more
(he fanzine costs £1.70 and is OHlL avarlable from the address below -
104 Norttwood tower
Marlowe K
Walthamstow
London
El7 3H7

Phone . OI8] - 527 - 9825 for more information

COMMODOREMACIC

Dedicated to supporting the C64 and it's User

5 Crane Avenue, Yaxley, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire, PE7 377
Telephone: (01733) 245554 between 6pm & 7pm - UK Time
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THE COMMODORE PAGE

As you may have seen elsewhere in
8BIT, Russ Michaels' Electric Boys has
moved to 2a, Woolaston Road, Harringay.
LONDON N4 1JE. I had quite a long cha
with Russ a few days ago and he seems
very happy with the change.

Now he’'s settling

the new system by ¢ ing o toanolal

Commodore World which he is importing

from the States? It’s much better than
what was that magazine called?

and should make vou want to spend a bit

more dosh with EBES. They certainly
deserve it for continuing to support the
C64 so well.

Commodore World costs £4.45 per copy
_including postage or £35 per year. You
jay think that's a lot, but for a quid
over the price of ... oh, what was it
called? you will be getting a much
better magazine which doesn’t bluow away
if you read it by an open window.

* * * %

Another new (64 magazine arrived just
too late for coverage 1in the iasi issue
of 8BIT. It's called Computer Scene and
it comes from Richard PA Bowen. 335,
Nottingham Road. Nuthall, Nottingham,
Notts N16 1DN.

Each one comes in a clear A4 plastic
pocket which results in a rather nnpsual
presentation, but is quite handy for

—torage in a ring binder, should you
+ish to. Or perhaps Richaré is a plastic
pocket salesman in his spare time?

The copy | was sent rather suffered
from the dreaded 'issue 1’ syndrome:
rather a lot of white spaces and several
promises of more real content next time
as long as the readers come up with the
contributions. of editorial that is.
More on this later in the ecolunn.

Nevertheless. there are iors . of
useful C54 conract addresses, intiwding
some European ones for a change. as well
as game reviews and a couple of puzzle
pages, all tarted up with very clearly
reproduced  artwork. My only real
criticisms of it are the font chosepn for
the words Compuier Sgeme - in  ihe front
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and the fact that I think he should c=ll
it C64 Computer Scene, as that is what
it is and nothing to be ashamed of.

in short, if Richard can motivate
contributors., he has the basis for a
good magazine.

From issue 2 th rice of Computer
Scene is £1 and you cou1d do a lot worse
h n:sn’i} oA
han giving it 20.
% % = ¥

[t is a strange phenomenon but the
world is divided into two distinct types
of people; do-ers and consumers.

The do-ers are the enthusiasts, the
activists, and they stay up till all
hours do-ing flower arranging, do-ing
DIY. do-ing home publishing, do-ing

anything to keep busy

Then there are the consumers, never
content until they have all there is to
have on a particular topic. They may
collect cacti, cheese rinds or back
issues of that old Commodore magazine
Future used to publish:; .... erm ....,
well anyway, you know the one. Not that
they will read these back issues - they
just have to have them for personal
security.

Something life has taught me is that
consumers do not become do-ers. nor vice
versa very often. People either turn out
to attend boot fairs or they have to be
running 2 stall. You see the difference?

This month ! have had 2 lot mere than
the nsunal ration of new mag zines hoping
to cut a swathe through the existing
fanzine market, and most of their
editor/publishers are logking for like-
minded do-ers to write for them. The
problem is that these hoped for writers
all see themselves as would-be editors.

Angd if they don’t they are CODSUDErS,
angd hiess ‘em, bprauep withopt them the
do-ers wouldn't have an awlience, ©OF
markef i '

if that is the better way to
think of them. But if the editors (do-
ers all) expect there he a queue of
good and willing contri rs experience
shows that unfortfunafe they will be
ayt of lnck.

to
bhutn
l‘




COMING SOON TO 8BIT

All the stuff from all the kind

contributors who have not yet see

contributions in print. I'm sorry, even in the biggest 8BIT yet there wasn't room.

THE LECAL STUFF

PLEASE NOTE: Unless explicitly stated otherwise,

8BIT or its predecessor 8BIT Mart,

copyright on all articles in

is held by Brian Watson and/or the relevant

author, but may be freely reproduced elsewhere as long as the 8BIT’S name. full
address, and phone number are credited as the source.

Details of 8BIT subscribers’ pames

addresses will not be divulged withsu

their express or strongly implied permission, and never for marketing purposes.

The advertising section is the best p!
and I assume that permission to publish is implied with any letter received un

otherwise stated.

All facts and information in 8BIT are published on the basis that they are
believed true at the time of publication.

ace for appeals for {(or ecffers of) he
1

In
b 3
es

No liability can be accepted by Rrian

Watson or other contributors for any loss or damage, however caused. So mind how y
go, I'm doing my best! T am careful to try to supply a realistic value to any hunch,

helief, opinion, rumour or fact but clangers can still happen. So, "Sorry, and

please tell me if/when it happens so that I can set the record straight."

—
=

1l

L Informationen fur Kleinrechner-Benutzer

:

Konnen Sie doitsch?

Then you might benefit from reading
HUMPITZ, which covers most 8bit com-
puters and their emulators on Amiga and
PC. MUMPITZ (= nonsense or rubbish)
ests new products developed by german
tinkers and gives tips for data interchange
between the different systems and hints
for the conversion of graphic formats. You
will also find circuit diagrams for (new)
hardware expansions.

MUMPITZ is a monthly mag and gratis (a
kind of papér shareware - international
reply coupons are welcome). For a test
copy write to
Hans-Christof Tuchen, Lotzestr.10,
D-12205 Berlin

their

Bonzo’s Scrapyard

The occasional newsletter for Amstrad CPC
tape 1o disc transfers

29 Chapter Road, Strood, Rochester,
Kent, ME2 3PX

Bonzo's Scrapyard, the tape 1o disc transfer information newsletter,
using the Bonzo suite of programs, published quarterly, is available

now from the above address. To receive a copy, send an AS or A4
sized SSAE, plus an additional first class stamp.

The Bonzo programs are now on sale again

The following Bonzo related programs, which between them
transfer over 1400 programs from tape to disc, are available
exclusively from Bonzo’s Scrapyard:

i Bonzo Super Meddler and Hackpack

2 Bonzo Blitz (for Speedlock programs) and 4 adventure
games written by Colin Harris

3 Bonzo's Flashpack (Flash Basic Utilities and Demos)

4 Bonzo’s Big Batch (Database, Pools Predictor, Sprite/Screen
Designer

5 Maxidos and CPC Procopy

All the above are on 3 inch disc and cost £8.50 per disc,
including P&P. '

Also available is the MS800 big format program, this is sup-
plied on 3.5 inch disc and costs £6.50, including P&P.

All the above programs available from the end of Septecmber 1995,
please make cheques erc. payable to Mr D. A. Caleno.
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